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I n the book of Leviticus, God commanded His people to “bee” 

just and have “Just balances, just weights, a just ephah, and a 

just hin” (Leviticus 19:36). What does “just” mean? According to 

the Bible dictionary it simply means to be legal and right; not dis-

honest in weights, measures or anything else. The Lord expects 

your way of life to “bee” just. He commands you to “bee” just. The 

Bible says the day will come when the Lord will send angels to 

“sever the wicked from among the just.” (Matthew 13:49). Then, in 

Revelation 22:11, we read where the Lord told John to write, “He 

that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him 

be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: 

and he that is holy, let him be holy still.” 

  

In Romans 1:17 Paul mentioned, “The just shall live by faith.” 

Then, to enforce this truth, the Hebrew writer penned the same 

statement, “Now the just shall live by faith” (Hebrews 10:38). That 

should be enough to convince you that the Lord expects you to 

“bee” just, shouldn‟t it? According to these verses, to “bee” just is 

an important way to increase your faith. “Bee” just will never leave 

a painful sting! 

  

July 1 

Bee Just 
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T o “bee” justified means to render just or innocent; to be right-

eous. Jesus made a profound statement in Matthew 12:37: 

“For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou 

shalt be condemned.” The use of proper words is important to our 

Heavenly Father. When the tongue is aflame with critical, judgmen-

tal, degrading words, it will not “bee” justified. You need to care-

fully guard your words. 

 

When you are justified, your past sins are no longer held against 

you. “Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption 

that is in Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:24). Grace causes you to “bee” 

justified. “That being justified by his grace, we should be made 

heirs according to the hope of eternal life” (Titus 3:7). You can 

also be justified by faith: “Therefore being justified by faith, we 

have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 

5:1). The Bible places great value on both grace and faith. Abraham 

was justified because he put his faith to work, “Was not Abraham 

our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son up-

on the altar?” (James 2:21). “Bee” justified will never leave a pain-

ful sting. 

 

July 2 

Bee Justified 



- 193 - 

K indness can become a realization to everyone. A kind heart is 

a precious virtue in life. When King Rehoboam asked for ad-

vice from his father‟s counselors, they advised him wisely: “...If 

thou be kind to this people, and please them, and speak good words 

to them, they will be thy servants for ever” (II Chronicles 10:7). If 

Rehoboam would have obeyed their wise counsel and chosen to 

“bee” kind, the people would have gladly served him. Instead, he 

chose to heed the unwise advice of his friends; therefore, the people 

turned against their king.  

 

Harsh, controlling people are miserable. They can‟t enjoy the calm 

rest that comes from being kind. You should show compassion, un-

derstanding and kindness toward others. Kind words have a healing 

effect on marriages and relationships. A home can become a peace-

ful and pleasant place to live if you learn to “bee” kind to your 

spouse. Life has enough problems. Why not add kindness to your 

marriage? “Bee” kind to your children. “Bee” kind to the elderly. 

“Bee” kind to your neighbors. “Bee” kind to your friends. “Bee” 

kind to your enemies: “And be ye kind one to another, tenderheart-

ed, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath for-

given you.” (Ephesians 4:32). God‟s blessing rests upon those who 

are kind to each other. “Bee” kind. This is a quality of great value. 

  

July 3 

Bee Kind 
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E verywhere Paul traveled in his ministry, he was soon known. 

He wasn‟t well known because he was popular. In fact, in most 

cases he was hated. His main publicity came from those who op-

posed him. He was known by the court and the prison. He was 

known in numerous nations. Even the demon forces acknowledged 

they knew Paul when they demanded an answer from the seven 

sons of Sceva, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are 

ye” (Acts 19:15). Paul stood for something. He knew what he be-

lieved and why he believed it. He was not afraid to make known his 

faith in the work of the Lord Jesus. When questioned about his be-

liefs, he acknowledged, “But this I confess unto thee, that after the 

way which they call heresy, so worship I the God of my fathers, be-

lieving all things which are written in the law and in the proph-

ets” (Acts 24:14). This man was known for his bold stand for what 

he knew was right.  

  

You need to “bee” known. There are certain things you stand for 

that may seem a bit fanatical to those around you, but others should 

know where you stand and why you are taking that stand. It should 

“bee” known in your neighborhood that you are a child of God. 

You should “bee” known as a stable, unmovable, unshaken man or 

woman of faith. You should not be afraid to “bee” known. 

July 4 

Bee Known 
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I n life, everyone is labeled in some way, whether good or bad. It 

is good to “bee” labeled as having a positive effect upon others. 

Abraham was labeled by Almighty God as a man who could be 

trusted: “For I know him, that he will command his children and his 

household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to 

do justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham 

that which he hath spoken of him” (Genesis 18:19). His faithfulness 

left a great impression upon his descendants. Moses was another 

man who was labeled by God as faithful: “And Moses verily was 

faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a testimony of those things 

which were to be spoken after” (Hebrews 3:5). He was faithful to 

bring the children of Israel through the wilderness to the borders of 

the promised land.  

  

The prophet Daniel was labeled as a man without fault. Even his 

enemies had difficulty finding accusations to bring against him. 

That‟s quite a label! Such men and women, boys and girls are hard 

to find. Be the one who is labeled in your lifetime as one who stood 

for the right. Someone who left a good impression as a servant of 

the Lord on those around them. “Bee” labeled as righteous in this 

generation. Then, this “bee” will never leave a painful sting.  

July 5 

Bee Labeled 
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I  once heard someone say, “That person won‟t last long.” I won-

dered what he meant. He answered, “People who use illegal 

drugs, alcohol and tobacco are in danger of not lasting. There are 

certain principles in life we need to follow if we plan to „bee‟ last-

ing. One of the most important is to have a positive outlook in life, 

using the Word of God as a pattern for our lifestyle.” The Bible 

promises, “With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salva-

tion” (Psalm 91:16). Salvation brings deliverance from harmful ad-

dictions and helps us to “bee” lasting.  

  

We have all met people who were worn out and ready to retire at an 

early age. Worry, fret, negative speech and wrong thoughts can 

cause a person to age more quickly than their years. It is true, your 

body is subject to fatigue and tiredness, but you don‟t need to burn 

out or become worn out. Jesus once told His disciples, “Come ye 

yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while” (Mark 6:31). 

He knew they needed rest. Even Jesus himself would draw away 

from the crowds, at times, to be alone in some secluded place.  

  

If you want to “bee” lasting, take care of your spirit, soul and body. 

II Corinthians 4:16 says, “For which cause we faint not; but though 

our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by 

day.” One way to renew the inward (spirit) man is by studying and 

meditating on the promises in God‟s Word daily. When you confess 

the Word aloud, you are building up your inward spirit. Then you 

can “bee” lasting. This “bee” will never leave a painful sting. 

July 6 

Bee Lasting 
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I saiah made a lovely statement concerning “bee” learned when he 

wrote, “The Lord GOD hath given me the tongue of the learned, 

that I should know how to speak a word in season to him that is 

weary: he wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to 

hear as the learned.” (Isaiah 50:4). How precious it is to learn the 

ways of the Lord. We all need to learn the right things in life. Laban 

told Jacob, “I have learned by experience that the LORD hath 

blessed me for thy sake.” (Genesis 30:27).  

  

Another man who was influenced by “bee” learned was the apostle 

Paul. In his epistle to the Philippians he wrote, “Not that I speak in 

respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, there-

with to be content.” (Philippians 4:11). Contentment is a lovely 

quality to learn. When you understand how to be content, you will 

learn to face life more successfully. Paul didn‟t learn contentment 

the easy way, but it was very valuable to him in the end. “Bee” 

learned is a very important “bee.” 

 

 

“To hear God is to fear God;  
to fear God is to hear God.” 

July 7 

Bee Learned 
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W hether you are aware of it or not, you are being led by some-

one every day. If you are led by the hand of God, you can 

expect to “bee” led in paths of truth and righteousness. In Psalm 

31:3, the Psalmist says, “For thou art my rock and my fortress; 

therefore for thy name’s sake lead me, and guide me.” When you 

are secure in the fortress of the Lord, you have no need to fear the 

things around you. The hand that leads you will safely guide you on 

the path you need to go. 

  

To “bee” led by the Lord is to “bee” led by wisdom. “I have taught 

thee in the way of wisdom; I have led thee in right paths” (Proverbs 

4:11). Here wisdom is speaking: “I have led thee.” Sometimes you 

may not know which way to turn or what decisions to make but 

when you are led by the Heavenly Father, His wisdom will teach 

you which way to go and what to do or leave undone. 

  

We should all desire to “bee” led day by day, moment by moment, 

hour by hour by the gracious hand of our Heavenly Father and the 

precious Holy Spirit. “But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under 

the law” (Galatians 5:18). The Holy Spirit will lead you day by day. 

Romans 8:14 says, “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, 

they are the sons of God.” Think about that statement! They are the 

sons of God because they are led by the Spirit of God. How beauti-

ful it is to “bee” led by the Spirit of the Lord. Surely, this “bee” will 

never leave a painful sting.   

July 8 

Bee Led 
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T o “bee” lenient does not mean that there is never a time for 

judgment, correction or discipline, but it does mean that you 

do not deal harshly or severely with those who may have disobeyed 

your instructions. To “bee” lenient is to be merciful, mild and gen-

tle. Matthew 5:7 says, “Blessed are the merciful: for they shall ob-

tain mercy.” When you choose to “bee” lenient with others, you 

will obtain mercy. 

 

A kind and loving father would “bee” lenient instead of harsh when 

punishing his child. I am not recommending that parents “bee” leni-

ent toward their children without proper discipline, but there is a 

place to “bee” lenient instead of being a harsh disciplinarian.  

  

A law official could choose to “bee” lenient in the way he deals 

with a criminal. A merciful judge may be motivated to “bee” leni-

ent when metering out judgment. Of course, “bee” lenient could be 

used to the extreme and become a hindrance instead of an asset, but 

there is a proper way to “bee” lenient. Most of us could testify that 

someone has been lenient toward us, so why not “bee” lenient to-

ward others? 

 

 

“If you have a rebellious child, stick to the stick.” 

July 9 

Bee Lenient 
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T o “bee” likeminded is similar to being in one accord. When 

two people are likeminded they do not think two different 

ways. When I established our churches, people came from many 

different denominational backgrounds. Because of this, it took time 

for us to become likeminded. When we searched the Word of God 

and discovered that we can “bee” likeminded, what a difference it 

made. Romans 15:5 says, “Now the God of patience and consola-

tion grant you to be likeminded one toward another according to 

Christ Jesus.” When a body of Believers becomes likeminded, the 

Holy Spirit will help them strengthen each other.   

  

We should “bee” likeminded in the things pertaining to the king-

dom of God. Paul encouraged the Philippians to “bee” likeminded: 

“Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, be-

ing of one accord, of one mind” (Philippians 2:2). If we are like-

minded regarding the traditions of man, we will not have the unity 

of the Spirit. When we choose to be in agreement with God‟s Word, 

we can be unified and become likeminded.  

  

When I was growing up alongside my siblings, mother had to train 

us to “bee” likeminded. After we became likeminded, we could 

play together without quarreling or being short-tempered with each 

other. We need to “bee” likeminded, whether at home, church or 

among other Believers. When we are truly likeminded in the things 

of the Spirit, there will be lasting joy, satisfaction and fulfillment in 

our lives. So, let‟s “bee” likeminded. This “bee” will never leave a 

painful sting. 

  

July 10 

Bee Likeminded 
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T he Bible instructs how to become longsuffering: “Put on there-

fore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, 

kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffer-

ing” (Colossians 3:12). Why would Paul specify the need to put on 

longsuffering if it wasn‟t valuable? Obviously, to “bee” longsuffer-

ing is something we all need in our lives to continue our walk as 

Believers. Those who choose to “bee” longsuffering are calm and 

stable. These people may go through difficult situations, but they 

cannot be stopped in their pursuits. They will not quit when things 

get tough. They will persevere until they come through in victory.  

  

Paul instructed Timothy: “Preach the word; be instant in season, 

out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and 

doctrine” (II Timothy 4:2). It was important for Timothy to remem-

ber to “bee” longsuffering toward others even if he needed to give a 

word of rebuke. 

  

II Peter 3:9 describes that the Lord is longsuffering toward us: “The 

Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slack-

ness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should 

perish, but that all should come to repentance.” When you heed the 

buzz of “bee” longsuffering, this “bee” will never leave a painful. 

 

 

“To wait patiently doesn’t take any longer than being  
uptight and it is much more pleasant and enjoyable.” 

July 11 

Bee Longsuffering 
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D id you ever meet someone who was hard to love? They may 

have been harsh, judgmental or critical toward you. They may 

have hurt your feelings or made you feel degraded and unappreciat-

ed. They may not have seemed very lovable. You should “bee” 

loveable so others do not find it difficult to love you. Not only can 

you position yourself to be loved, but you can extend love toward 

those who show no love or kindness toward you. To “bee” lovable 

is a choice. When you choose to “bee” lovable, you will not be sar-

castic and nasty toward other people. Some people who complain 

that no one loves them should consider the possibility that they 

themselves are not lovable. We must learn to “bee” lovable under 

all circumstances because this “bee” will never leave a painful 

sting.  

 

 

“Love is a flower that blooms even in the coldest weather.” 
 

 

 

 

July 12 

Bee Lovable 
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S ome people have never learned to “bee” loved because they 

suffered injury from someone who claimed to love them or 

they were suspicious of those who attempted to show them love. To 

“bee” loved requires an openness to accept love from others, how-

ever, it does not open the door to everyone who claims to be loving.  

  

To “bee” loved of God requires obedience: “He that hath my com-

mandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that 

loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will 

manifest myself to him” (John 14:21). Notice the statement, “shall 

be loved.” You learn to “bee” loved by your Heavenly Father when 

you yield to His love.  

  

The Apostle John knew what it was to “bee” loved. He referred to 

himself a number of times in the book that bears his name as the 

disciple “whom Jesus loved.” Why did Jesus love him? Because of 

John‟s loving attitude. How beautiful it is to love and “bee” loved. 

Surely, “bee” loved will never leave a painful sting! 

July 13 

Bee Loved 
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A s I was growing up in the foothills of the Shenandoah Valley 

of Virginia, I was impressed by a man who had a loving per-

sonality. He had such a loving way that he reminded me of the 

verse in Romans 13:10: “Love worketh no ill to his neighbour….” 

He treated everyone with respect and was loving to his wife and 

children. This man left a deep impression on my young mind. I 

wondered how he became that way. Why did he have such a loving 

nature? I believe he chose to be loving.  

  

Some believe certain people were born to be loving and others to 

have a more demanding nature. Nothing in life falls on you acci-

dentally. You have choices to make. You can love your neighbor or 

you can hate him, but you will never have a good excuse for not 

loving your neighbor. When Jesus said, “...love thy neighbour as 

thyself” (Matthew 22:39), He didn‟t add, “If they are worthy of 

love,” or “If they love you.” Love is one sided. You love because 

you belong to God and God is love. God‟s love is infinite. When 

you love God, you love your fellowman. The nature of God is love. 

The nature of a Christian is love, “By this shall all men know that ye 

are my disciples, if ye have love one to another” (John 13:35). 

“Bee” loving will never leave a painful sting!  

July 14 

Bee Loving 
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A  loyal person is a valuable and much needed person. To “bee” 

loyal is to be faithful. The book of Proverbs asks, “Most men 

will proclaim every one his own goodness: but a faithful man who 

can find?” (Proverbs 20:6). To find such individuals is not impossi-

ble, but it may be difficult. Those who commit themselves to “bee” 

loyal are on their way to growth and maturity. They can reach out 

beyond the norm. They understand it is not easy to do a hard job, 

but they do not quit. Those who choose to “bee” loyal are those 

who can be trusted. To “bee” loyal should be a part of everyone‟s 

life, but few there be that find it.  

  

When you are first loyal to the Lord, it will not be as difficult to 

“bee” loyal to others. A husband needs to “bee” loyal to his wife, a 

wife needs to “bee” loyal to her husband, and children need to 

“bee” loyal to their parents. The world is looking for people they 

know will be there when they are needed. Employers are looking 

for loyal workers. Pastors appreciate people in the pews who are 

loyal. The ministerial body needs leaders who are loyal. All Believ-

ers should set out to “bee” loyal in every area of their Christian 

lives, therefore, “bee” loyal! 

July 15 

Bee Loyal 
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T his generation needs to see men raise up to become men—

brave, strong, able, honorable men. We need a man for the 

hour to display strong Christian manhood. To “bee” manly is an 

outstanding quality that we, as men, need to possess. To “bee” man-

ly is to be brave enough to stand for the right while others are fall-

ing. To “bee” manly is to be well disciplined and have strong self-

control. To “bee” manly is to show yourself a man. To “bee” manly 

is to take a bold stand to be a masculine figure among young men 

who are watching you. To “bee” manly is to be an honorable father 

of great courage to lead your children in the ways of the Lord. To 

“bee” manly is to treat your wife with honor and respect. To “bee” 

manly is to show respect to those of the opposite sex. To “bee” 

manly is to be pure and of a peaceable nature.  

  

A true man takes full responsibility for wrong doing and has a heart 

to correct himself. The world needs to see men. Real men. Godly 

men. Men of integrity. Honest, reliable, dependable men with noble 

leadership qualities. Men, you need to choose to “bee” manly. It 

won‟t happen automatically, but you have within you what it 

takes—strong, godly willpower. If you have not chosen to “bee” 

manly in the past, you can change. Let those around you know that 

you have chosen to “bee” manly. Do you think “bee” manly would 

ever leave a painful sting? No! No! No! “Bee” manly! 

  

Note: Although this is written specifically to men, women can apply 

the same principals to their lives.  

July 16 

Bee Manly 
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C hoose to “bee” master over your life. No one can make your 

choices for you. Too long, it has been taught that we are not 

supposed to “bee” master over our lives because we are weak and 

unworthy. This has greatly hindered many Christians. Beloved, if 

you can‟t master your own life, how can you expect the Lord to 

help you? You are accountable and responsible to take control of 

your life. (Of course, that is impossible without the help of the 

Lord. That should be understood.) 

  

You need to “bee” master over your life concerning your relation-

ship with the Lord. No one can choose for you what kind of a rela-

tionship you will have with the Lord or your fellowman. You are 

accountable for that decision.  

  

You need to “bee” master over your thoughts. If you do not choose 

to “bee” master over your thinking and deal with your mind Scrip-

turally, you can end in disaster. You need to “bee” master over your 

behavior, what you do and how you do it. You need to “bee” master 

of the words you use and the way you say them. When you choose 

to “bee” master over your own life, you will not be blaming others 

for your failures, mistakes and weaknesses. Beloved, it is not wrong 

to take mastery over your life, but you must do it Scripturally. Paul 

tells the church, “And every man that striveth for the mastery is 

temperate in all things” (I Corinthians 9:25). What a worthy goal to 

strive to attain! Why not choose today to “bee” master over your 

own life if you haven‟t already made that decision? This “bee” will 

never leave a painful sting. 

 

July 17 

Bee Master 
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M any Believers in today‟s society have lost the true value of 

what it means to “bee” mature. Ephesians 4:14-15 informs 

us: “That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and 

carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, 

and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; But 

speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, 

which is the head, even Christ.” Christians have become side-

tracked with the toys and pleasures of this world. It is time to put 

away childish things and “bee” mature in God‟s Word. Paul said, 

“When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I 

thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish 

things” (I Corinthians 13:11). You need to hunger and thirst for the 

things of God: “As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the 

word, that ye may grow thereby” (I Peter 2:2). Grow in the 

knowledge of your Heavenly Father so that you can become more 

like Him: “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 

and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. 

Amen.” (II Peter 3:18). Become a man or woman of quality charac-

ter. “Bee” mature in every area of your life. This “bee” will never 

leave a painful sting.  

 

July 18 

Bee Mature 
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J esus pronounced a special blessing upon the meek when He said, 

“Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth” (Matthew 

5:5). Meekness is not what some conclude is weakness. True meek-

ness is the strength, power and authority of God operating through 

one of His children. The word meek has to do with being gentle and 

humble. In other words, it displays a person with a calm character, 

not someone who is arrogant or quick to express themselves. To 

“bee” meek is to recognize that you have nothing and must depend 

totally upon the Lord. 

   

The Bible refers to Jesus as being meek and lowly in heart. The Bi-

ble also tells us that Moses was very meek. In fact, according to 

Numbers 12:3, Moses was the meekest man on earth. How did he 

become that way? He chose to “bee” meek. Meekness, like any oth-

er characteristic, comes by choice. Whatever you desire in this life, 

choose that way. If everyone chose to “bee” meek, what a differ-

ence it would make in this world. When a person is meek and hum-

ble, God can help them and they can help others. “Bee” meek—it‟s 

the Bible way. This “bee” cannot leave a painful sting.  

July 19 

Bee Meek 
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M ercy is a quality in which you should seek to excel. To “bee” 

merciful is a godly characteristic. The nature of God is to 

show mercy. The nature of a Christian is to “bee” merciful toward 

others. Jesus said, “Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is 

merciful” (Luke 6:36). The Lord has given you the choice to give 

and receive mercy. It is when you show mercy to others that the 

Lord will have mercy on you. In Matthew 5:7 Jesus said, “Blessed 

are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy” (Matthew 5:7). What 

a glorious promise! Some people have cried out for justice in cer-

tain circumstances. Justice surely has its place, but, thank God, He 

deals with us in mercy instead of justice. If you think about all the 

times that God has been merciful to you, it will help you understand 

why you should be merciful to others. When you show tender love 

and mercy toward your own family members, you work for their 

good. Your children should be taught the value of showing mercy 

and compassion, even toward those who may have injured them. So 

many homes and churches would have less trouble if everyone 

would learn to “bee” merciful toward each other.  

  

 

“Don’t tense, use sense.” 

July 20 

Bee Merciful 
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T he Bible says, “A merry heart doeth good like a medi-

cine” (Proverbs 17:22). It would be good to take this medicine 

daily. It has been proven that laughter has cured people from their 

ailments. I remember reading an article about a group of scientists 

who chose to experiment on this theory. They gathered a group of 

cancer patients and instructed them to laugh several times a day. 

The patients needed to “bee” merry in order to make the project 

successful. It was not long before they saw a remarkable change in 

the health of their subjects. Since that time, it has been confirmed 

that others have also been cured from illnesses and ailments by hav-

ing a merry heart and laughing throughout the day.  

  

Years ago, a desperate elderly woman came to my wife and I for 

deliverance from depression. After numerous attempts to help her 

with little results, I asked, “Do you have an empty bottle some-

where in your house?” She did. I advised her to fill it with grape 

juice and place it in her refrigerator. I told her, “When you get up in 

the morning, take one teaspoon of this „medicine‟ and laugh as hard 

as you can three times. Repeat this remedy at lunch and again be-

fore you go to bed.” She thought this sounded strange but gave it a 

try. The next time we saw her, we asked how the “medicine” was 

working.  

 

She laughed and said, “I knew the grape juice wouldn‟t work but 

laughter would. Now I laugh when I open the refrigerator to take 

my „prescription.‟ I am no longer depressed.”  

  

You must serve the Lord with a merry heart. It‟s one thing to “bee” 

merry when life is pleasant, but the real test comes when you face 

uncertain circumstances. If you choose to “bee” merry every day, 

the problems you face will not disturb you. Singing and praising the 

Lord from a merry heart will keep you from becoming discouraged. 

“Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him 

July 21 

Bee Merry 
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sing psalms” (James 5:13). We all know that people who are dis-

couraged or depressed cause the whole atmosphere to become 

gloomy; not only for themselves but those around them. If you 

would choose to “bee” merry, your atmosphere and countenance 

would change. “A merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance: but 

by sorrow of the heart the spirit is broken” (Proverbs 15:13). Of 

course, there will be times when sorrow, disappointment or grief 

may visit you, yet deep down inside the buzzing of “bee” merry re-

minds you better days are ahead for God‟s children.  

 

 

“A teeny weeny giggle 
From a teeny tiny tot 

Can top off any evening 
In a family can it not?” 
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T he Bible refers to certain individuals as mighty men: “Now 

Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man of valour” (Judges 

11:1). In Judges 6:12, the angel of the Lord declared to Gideon, 

“...The LORD is with thee, thou mighty man of valour.” II Samuel 

23 described the mighty men who served King David. You can also 

become a mighty man or woman of God if you choose to “bee” 

mighty. The Bible characters did not become mighty just because 

they believed in God. To “bee” mighty, an individual must plan and 

make an effort to strive for excellence and reach beyond the aver-

age. If you choose to “bee” mighty, the Lord will help you become 

victorious and triumphant in every area of life. “Bee” mighty. This 

“bee” will never leave a painful sting. 

   

 

“Some people think they have nothing to do  
because they are doing nothing.” 

July 22 

Bee Mighty 
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T o “bee” mindful is to remember. The Apostle Paul remem-

bered the struggle of Timothy when he endeavored to lead the 

church: “Greatly desiring to see thee, being mindful of thy tears, 

that I may be filled with joy” (II Timothy 1:4).  We do not under-

stand the cause of Timothy‟s tears, but Paul assured him they were 

valuable. He encouraged this young Pastor to keep pressing on.  

  

The Apostle Peter explains the importance of “bee” mindful in II 

Peter 3:2, “That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken 

before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the 

apostles of the Lord and Saviour.” He is warning us to “bee” mind-

ful of the commandments.  

  

The human race has a tendency not to always “bee” mindful of im-

portant things. You need to “bee” mindful of past mistakes and 

learn from your wrong decisions to avoid making the same mistake 

twice. You should “bee” mindful of those who have sacrificed their 

lives for the Lord. There is an old song that quotes, “that they 

would be mindful of the blood shed by the martyrs.” You need to 

“bee” mindful of those around you who are struggling. The Apostle 

Paul reminds us, “Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are 

unruly, comfort the feebleminded, support the weak, be patient to-

ward all men” (I Thessalonians 5:14). There are many areas in life 

you should “bee” mindful. This “bee” will never leave a painful 

sting. 

July 23 

Bee Mindful 
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T oday, “bee” more is buzzing around many people encouraging 

them to “bee” more than they are in life; to no longer be satis-

fied with a mediocre lifestyle. Only those who heed the encourag-

ing buzz of “bee” more will reach their full potential. “Bee” more 

enthusiastic about what you can accomplish in your lifetime. Con-

sider the promise to the winners in Romans 8:37, “Nay, in all these 

things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.” 

Here, the writer is not suggesting a haphazard, non-productive life-

style, but a ring of great victory. It‟s not just for someone else, you 

can “bee” more than a conqueror. Get a vision of yourself as a win-

ner! Become all you can! “Bee” more reliable, dependable and 

trustworthy. “Bee” more cheerful. “Bee” more loving to your 

spouse and those around you. “Bee” more helpful. “Bee” more mo-

tivational toward yourself and others. “Bee” more is still encourag-

ing all who will hear to “bee” more than what you are now. This 

precious “bee” will never leave a painful sting! 

 

 

“You get what you think,  
so think about what you will get.” 

July 24 

Bee More 
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M ost of us face situations in life that tend to drag us down. It is 

in those times that we need to “bee” motivational. That is, 

we need to learn to motivate ourselves. If we cannot learn to moti-

vate ourselves, it is doubtful if we will “bee” motivational to others. 

To “bee” motivational is a very important characteristic that all of 

us should endeavor to possess.  

  

Some people are so filled with motivational suggestions that they 

are a pleasure to be around. There is a difference between being 

motivational and being bossy or involving one‟s self in other peo-

ple‟s matters without invitation. To “bee” motivational is never to 

force your ideas on anyone. You should “bee” motivational at 

home, in the work place, around your friends and in your church. 

Wouldn‟t it be wonderful if all of us would decide to “bee” motiva-

tional in the things concerning the kingdom of Heaven? We could 

encourage one another, help to strengthen each other, and learn to 

lend a helping hand to those who may be facing some difficulty in 

life. To “bee” motivational is to be inspiring and to help lift others. 

This “bee” leaves a good influence, therefore, “bee” motivational. 

 

 

IT IS YOUR CHOICE 

 

So much of life is up to you, 

To make it bright or make it blue; 

So much depends on attitude 

That has the force to change your mood 

 
© Copyright Daniel D. Rodes   

July 25 

Bee Motivational 
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D id you ever wonder how the Lord must feel to see multitudes 

everywhere with no one to lead them; no one to point them to 

the saving grace of our Lord and Savior? We need to “bee” moved 

as Jesus was, “But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with 

compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered 

abroad as sheep having no shepherd” (Matthew 9:36). I can‟t help 

but “bee” moved when I think of all the pain and suffering around 

us on every hand. 

  

An elderly gentleman was lying on his death bed. He had no one to 

tell Him about the plan of salvation. Someone stopped by our office 

and asked if I would visit him. When I saw this poor soul wasting 

away, I was moved with compassion. After this precious man re-

ceived the Savior, he was moved with a desire to see his friends 

saved. He asked if I would visit his friends and explain to them how 

to be saved. When his friends heard how this dying man wanted 

them to be saved, they were moved and gave their hearts to the 

Lord. 

  

Another time, I was asked by a dying 85 year old lady to pray that 

she would live. She said, “I still haven‟t finished my work on 

earth.” I was moved with compassion and asked the Lord to spare 

her life. She died at the age of 95. The Lord granted her request. 

Thank God, we can “bee” moved to do something for Him. Some-

one may be waiting for you today to “bee” moved on their behalf! 

July 26 

Bee Moved 
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M any people are unnatural in their conduct and character when 

they are with others. They portray phony behavior or try to 

be like someone else, hoping to make an impression on their 

friends. II Corinthians 8:21 warns: “Providing for honest things, not 

only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men.” A phony 

personality will not impress others. The way to win the heart of an-

yone is to “bee” natural.  

  

Many years ago, I met a young lady I hoped would one day become 

my wife. I knew I had to “bee” natural in her presence. She was 

raised in a family with brothers and sisters who were genuine. To 

be phony would have been disastrous. By choosing to “bee” natu-

ral,  I won the heart of that young lady who was my wife for over 

50 years.  

  

In the book of Acts, they needed men who were natural to fulfill the 

work of the Lord: “Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you 

seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, 

whom we may appoint over this business” (Acts 6:3). I would like 

to encourage all my preacher friends and church leaders to “bee” 

natural. If you, as a leader, are not genuine, your people will recog-

nize it. Make a decision, today, to “bee” natural. This “bee” will 

never leave a painful sting.  

July 27 

Bee Natural 
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I t is good to “bee” needed, isn‟t it? You want to “bee” needed in 

the home, in the work place, in the church or in the community. 

What value are you to the community and those around you? Are 

you an asset? Who needs trouble makers or lazy, unproductive peo-

ple? 

  

Paul knew the church needed him. In writing to the church at Phi-

lippi, he expressed his conflict, “For I am in a strait betwixt two, 

having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far bet-

ter.” Then he concluded, “...nevertheless to abide in the flesh is 

more needful for you” (Philippians 1:23-24). Paul also was in need 

of others who could help him. He appealed to Timothy, “Take 

Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the 

ministry” (II Timothy 4:11). Mark was needed. He had apparently 

proven himself to be valuable to Paul. This man had let Paul down 

at one time, but now Paul needed him. Maybe you have not been of 

great value to others in the past, but you can make changes and 

“bee” needed. Prepare yourself to be useful so you will “bee” need-

ed. What a wonderful “bee” is “bee” needed! 

 

 

“Lighting one’s own candle is good,  
but lighting another’s is better.” 

July 28 

Bee Needed 
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I sn‟t it great to “bee” neighborly to others? To “bee” neighborly 

is important in any neighborhood. Proverbs 18:24 tells us, “A 

man that hath friends must shew himself friendly.” If someone 

chooses to “bee” neighborly, in most cases, his neighbors will re-

turn that gesture. 

  

Years ago, we lived in a neighborhood where one of the neighbors 

obviously didn‟t appreciate those who called themselves Christians. 

He became very hostile toward us and tried his best to cause trou-

ble. We made up our minds to “bee” neighborly and treat him and 

his family with respect, regardless of how he treated us. One day, a 

great change took place in this man. He proved to be friendly and 

became a good neighbor. We don‟t know why he acted as he did 

before, but the love of God brought peace between us and others in 

the neighborhood. We don‟t always know why people are unkind 

toward those who live around them, but one thing is sure, we can 

return good for evil. It may heal the hurt they are experiencing. The 

Bible still says in Matthew 22:39, “Thou shalt love thy neighbour 

as thyself.” The Lord expects His children to love one another. That 

may be His way of winning some hostile soul to the Lord. Be a 

blessing to others. “Bee” neighborly. Surely this “bee” will never 

leave a painful sting.   

July 29 

Bee Neighborly 
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A  young man stood at the base, ready to hit the softball. His 

peers began to mock him saying, “You don‟t need to watch 

out for this fellow. He can‟t even hit a ball.” I saw the courage and 

expectation fall from this young man‟s countenance. I wanted him 

to “bee” next in hitting a home run, so I stepped up to him and 

asked, “Do you see that fence down there?” He nodded. I said, “Hit 

that ball so hard that it goes over that fence and run as fast as you 

can.” The ball went beyond the fence. Needless to say, he made a 

home run. So many people need encouragement to step out and 

“bee” next to accomplish something, not only on the material side, 

but on the spiritual as well. 

  

How would you like to “bee” next to be promoted? If you want to 

“bee” next, you must also be considerate of others. It is not proper 

to push others back so you can get ahead. Don‟t become down-

hearted and discouraged when someone else is promoted ahead of 

you. When you are considerate of others who have raised to a high-

er position, it often opens the door for you to “bee” next in line. Jo-

seph had one backset after the other, but he wouldn‟t give up, even 

when he was sitting in prison after being wrongfully accused. The 

Lord saw this man‟s behavior in the midst of great loss. Little did 

Joseph know that he would “bee” next to be promoted under the 

jurisdiction of the king. 

  

You need to encourage yourself, as well as others, to reach your 

God-given potential. You have a responsibility and a duty to be all 

that you can be, do all you can do and be an asset in the community 

in which you live. “Bee” next to go beyond the norm and do some-

thing that will benefit others. “Bee” next to be a great soul winner 

for the Lord. “Bee” next to help some backslider restore his rela-

tionship with the Lord. “Bee” next to help encourage others to 

reach their goal. Listen to the soft humming of this “bee” which 

says, “You can „bee‟ next.” 

July 30 

Bee Next 
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T his “bee” may sound rather unusual, but “bee” not is a very 

important part of this “bee” family. Many people today are dis-

couraged and feel like giving up, but we are instructed in II Thessa-

lonians 3:13, “...be not weary in well doing.” “Bee” not be discour-

aged when things go wrong, but rather rise up and start again.  

  

In Paul‟s letter to the Romans, he instructed them: “Be not over-

come of evil, but overcome evil with good” (Romans 12:21). Paul 

writes in Galatians 6:7, “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for 

whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” He is giving a 

strong warning concerning the harvest that is sure to come. “Bee” 

not deceived—what you sow, you will reap. When you are doing 

right and sowing good seeds, you will be a blessing and benefit to 

others.  

  

Another warning to “bee” not is found in Romans 11:20: “Be not 

highminded, but fear.” When you think too highly of yourself, you 

can fall. The answer is found in Romans 12:2: “And be not con-

formed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 

mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and 

perfect, will of God.” Do not think like the world nor act like the 

world. Be transformed. This comes about by renewing your mind. 

“Bee” not is certainly a wonderful “bee” that will never leave a 

painful sting. 

July 31 

Bee Not 
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The Bible tells us to “Exhort servants to be obedient unto their own 

masters, and to please them well in all things; not answering 

again” (Titus 2:9). When you choose to “bee” obedient, there is no 

argument. You do what the master commands. The Scriptures tell 

us, “Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: 

for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that 

they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable 

for you” (Hebrews 13:17). God requires obedience in everything. If 

you have difficulty obeying God, you will have difficulty obeying 

your leaders. If you learn to “bee” obedient, you will be content and 

your life will be filled with blessing.  

  

Every child should be taught at a young age how important it is to 

“bee” obedient. Ephesians 6:1 says, “Children, obey your parents in 

the Lord: for this is right.” To “bee” obedient is to be prompt and 

without hesitation. “Bee” obedient. This “bee” will never leave a 

painful sting. 

 

 

“Is it possible to serve God and not obey Him?” 

August 1 

Bee Obedient 
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J esus told the parable of a master instructing his servants, 

“...occupy till I come” (Luke 19:13). The same message applies 

to each of us. There is a job we must do. We need to “bee” occu-

pied with winning souls and serving others. We need to “bee” occu-

pied with prayer. We all should “bee” occupied with the work of 

the Lord until Jesus returns. This gives no place for a weary, tired 

servant to become discouraged and quit. There is too much work to 

be done. 

  

I would like to remind all pastors and teachers to apply this mes-

sage to your lives: “...occupy till I come.” It will help you remain 

focused and encouraged when things go wrong. It will help you to 

be faithful during the times of trials and tests. “Bee” occupied until 

Heaven springs open and Jesus comes in the clouds to receive you 

home. What a joy it will be to hear those precious words, “Well 

done, thou good and faithful servant” (Matthew 25:21). Choose to 

“bee” occupied with the work of the Lord. This “bee” will not leave 

a painful sting. 

 

 

“Some people stay awake worrying 
while others stay awake planning.” 

August 2 

Bee Occupied 
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W hen Jesus prayed for His followers, He made this request to 

the Father, “...that they may be one, as we are” (John 17:11). 

What a prayer! What a request! That is the kind of relationship the 

Lord desires to have with each of His children. It‟s more than wish-

ful thinking, but a possible experience. Through the death and res-

urrection of Jesus, we receive a position of son-ship with the Father 

which makes us one with Him. John wrote, “Beloved, now are we 

the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we 

know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall 

see him as he is” (I John 3:2). If you always choose to “bee” one 

with your Heavenly Father, your life will be filled with the bless-

ings of Heaven. 

  

To “bee” one is to be in unity and agreement and to have a close 

relationship. In Paul‟s epistle to the church at Corinth, he writes, 

“Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divi-

sions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the 

same mind and in the same judgment” (I Corinthians 1:10). What a 

lovely fellowship it is when the churches are in unity with the Spirit 

of God. 

  

What a difference “bee” one could make in many marriages. Both 

the old and new covenant make it clear that you become one when 

you are married, “And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they 

are no more twain, but one flesh” (Mark 10:8). What a precious un-

ion it is when a husband and wife are perfectly joined in the bonds 

of love and peace. “Bee” one is a lovely bee which will never leave 

a painful sting. 

August 3 

Bee One 
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O ptimism is a good philosophy. To “bee” optimistic, one must 

also be realistic. True optimists do not live in a fantasy world. 

Optimists expects good things to happen. They help to make good 

things happen. They have a winning attitude and help others to be 

winners. They keep their eyes on the goal. Troubles don‟t stop them 

because they know the Lord will help them in every situation. They 

confess Psalm 37:23: “The steps of a good man are ordered by the 

LORD….”  

  

The optimist is an encouragement to his spouse. He gives a certain 

measure of security to his family and fellowman. He doesn‟t pray 

haphazardly; he prays and expects the Lord to respond to his pray-

ers. He expects his employer to favor him. If he is an employer, he 

expects his employees to favor him and do their job well. When 

hardships come, the pessimist quits. The pessimist expects to fail. 

Not so with the optimist. When others give up and quit, he keeps 

going. While some see the storm, he sees the harvest the rain will 

produce. Instead of judging a vulture for being a scavenger, the op-

timist sees him as a bird that helps keep the earth clean.  

  

When Moses sent out the twelve spies to search the land, two were 

optimists and ten were pessimists. The pessimists saw the giants, 

the sons of Anak, and saw themselves as grasshoppers. The two 

optimists, Caleb and Joshua, saw the same giants and obstacles but 

they focused their attention on God‟s promise and the fruit of the 

land flowing with milk and honey. If Jesus had not been optimistic, 

He could have become discouraged with His disciples. The Bible 

says, “For neither did his brethren believe in him” (John 7:5).   

  

Many optimists have faced defeat after defeat. Some experienced 

failure again and again, but they refused to waste their life with 

“what could have been.” They have been mocked by the losing 

world, but they still dream. Because of this, they accomplish things 

August 4 

Bee Optimistic 
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others never achieve. A Jew once told me he could lose everything 

he had but would soon be a wealthy man again. The reason is sim-

ple. He was an optimist. He had a winning attitude. While the pessi-

mist is crying over his loss, the optimist is seeking ways to rebuild. 

He motivates himself. He encourages himself: “...But David en-

couraged himself in the LORD his God” (I Samuel 30:6). So, learn 

to “bee” optimistic.  

 

 

  FROM FAILING TO SUCCESS 

 

F - Face the fact that everyone fails 

A - Acknowledge where you missed it 

I - Insist on learning new ways to win 

L - Listen to advice from other successful people 

I  - Inspire yourself daily 

N - Never, never give up 

G - Go for it; you can make it! 



- 228 - 

H ave you ever had things all messed up and out of order? Some 

people have a life that is very disorderly. That doesn‟t make 

you feel good, does it? That is why you should desire to “bee” or-

derly. Unless you choose to “bee” orderly, your life can become 

confusing and out of control. You need to “bee” orderly in every 

area of life. Paul wrote in I Corinthians 14:40, “Let all things be 

done decently and in order.” He didn‟t say just some things, but all 

things should be done decently and in order.  

  

You need to “bee” orderly in conduct and behavior. You need to 

“bee” orderly in cleanliness and neatness. Our churches need to 

“bee” orderly. Paul instructed Titus, “For this cause left I thee in 

Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, 

and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee” (Titus 

1:5).  We all need to “bee” orderly. This can only be done when we 

choose to “bee” orderly.  

 

 

“Lord, kindle a fire within me to burn out the trash.” 
 

 

 

 

August 5 

Bee Orderly 
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Y ou should “bee” organized in every area of your life to avoid 

confusion, delay and failure. Few things can be more frustrat-

ing than being unorganized. An office uses files to keep things or-

ganized. A public library must have their books organized to be 

able to locate the desired book. A pastor must “bee” organized or he 

will become frustrated with his own faulty leadership techniques. A 

CEO must choose to “bee” organized or he will not have organized 

employees. God uses organization in the way He appoints leaders 

as we discover in I Corinthians 12:28: “And God hath set some in 

the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, 

after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, di-

versities of tongues.” 

  

You should have an organized lifestyle. Whether you are praying, 

studying the Scriptures, or playing with your children, you need to 

“bee” organized. I believe if people would teach their children to 

pick up their toys and clothes and put them in the proper place, 

those children could learn to “bee” organized at a young age. This 

“bee” is very important to maintain a successful life, therefore, 

“bee” organized.  

 

 

“If you were a clock, would you be on time?” 
 

 

August 6 

Bee Organized 
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O ver the years, I have talked with a number of people who ex-

pressed interest in writing articles, poems or songs. I tried to 

encourage them to “bee” original. Too many people just write lines 

that rhyme or reuse someone‟s thoughts. I‟m not saying you can‟t 

reuse someone‟s thoughts, but you may need to be creative and re-

word them to make it sound more original.  

  

Years ago, I had an original statement: “If we live prepared to die, 

we will die prepared to live.” It was later copied onto a plaque to be 

used as a wall hanging. People appreciate things that are original.  

  

In the realms of the Spirit, to “bee” original means to be more than 

an average Christian. To supersede the average. To no longer be 

satisfied to live and die without accomplishing much for the Lord.  

  

Paul chose to be an original Christian. He fulfilled what few others 

dared to accomplish. In his closing remarks, he said, “For I am now 

ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I have 

fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 

Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which 

the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to 

me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing” (II Timothy 

4:6-8). Those words far exceed the goals of an average Christian. 

Some read those words, but feel they will never reach that level. If 

you choose to “bee” original, as Paul, you can excel the average 

Christian. Don‟t be satisfied with stale Christianity. Dare to “bee” 

original. This “bee” will never leave a painful sting. 

August 7 

Bee Original 
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W e need to “bee” overcomers. The Bible tells us, “For what-

soever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the 

victory that overcometh the world, even our faith”(I John 5:4). To 

“bee” overcomers, we must be established in faith according to the 

Word of God. There is something about faith which increases our 

ability to resist the influence of the devil. I‟ve known people who 

faced the greatest tests of their lives and still came through in victo-

ry. Some overcame the stronghold of addictions and bad habits. 

Others overcame discouragement during great financial loss. Later, 

everything was fully restored.  

  

To “bee” overcomers, as instructed in the Bible, we need to have a 

close relationship with our Heavenly Father. We are promised in 

Romans 8:37, “Nay, in all these things we are more than conquer-

ors through him that loved us.” We can “bee” overcomers by ad-

justing our lives to the Word of God. This “bee” will never leave a 

painful sting. 

 

 

“Coping with your problems does more than  
wishing you didn’t have them.” 

August 8 

Bee Overcomers 
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I t is a good thing to “bee” particular. You should “bee” particular 

who you associate with and who your children have as friends. 

Romans 16:17 warns to avoid certain people, “Now I beseech you, 

brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to 

the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.” That is why 

you need to fellowship with people who will leave a good influence 

on you and others.  

  

You should “bee” particular the way you treat others and the way 

you talk to or about others. You should “bee” particular about your 

personal appearance and desire to be neat and clean. You should 

“bee” particular about your character and the way you act or behave 

yourself in the public. The Bible records that David was a young 

man of excellent behavior, “And David behaved himself wisely in 

all his ways; and the LORD was with him” (I Samuel 18:14). What 

a testimony that young man had!  

  

I have heard people say that you can be too particular. There is a 

difference between being particular and being a perfectionist. 

Sometimes people who are perfectionists are difficult to work with. 

You can “bee” particular without being unreasonable. How im-

portant it is to “bee” particular! 

August 9 

Bee Particular 
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A n elderly gentleman once told Esther and I that he had to wait 

longer than most people because he did not have the patience 

to wait. Job was an excellent example of patience. God greatly 

blessed this man because he was patient in a time of trouble. James, 

in writing his epistle, referred to Job‟s patience, “Behold, we count 

them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, 

and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and 

of tender mercy” (James 5:11).  

  

I Thessalonians 5:14 gives this message, “...be patient toward all 

men.” This world needs more people who exercise this important 

virtue. Through patience, the patriarchs obtained the promises. In a 

hurried world, it is hard to “bee” patient, but it certainly is possible. 

“For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of 

God, ye might receive the promise” (Hebrews 10:36).  

 

I have seen fathers become very impatient with their wives and 

children to such an extent that fear was placed upon the family. 

When parents show patience and lovingkindness toward each other 

and their children, a foundation of truth is established in the home. 

Impatient people can do a lot of damage in a home or community. 

Think of what a difference you can make in your surroundings if 

you exercise patience. This virtue appears to be very difficult for 

some people. Learning to be patient is not easy, but it can be very 

rewarding and it is God‟s way. When you exercise patience toward 

others, you can expect the Lord to exercise patience toward you. 

“Bee” patient. Slow down and enjoy life. This “bee” will never 

leave a painful sting.  

August 10 

Bee Patient 
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I n the midst of all the tumult and confusion in this world, multi-

tudes of hurting people do not know the value of sweet, perfect 

peace. It is difficult to live in peace with some people. Sometimes it 

seems impossible, but it is worth trying. Paul, in writing to the Ro-

mans, instructed them, “If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, 

live peaceably with all men” (Romans 12:18). People may not al-

ways respond favorably to your peaceful attitude, but to “bee” 

peaceful is God‟s way. When you live in peace with yourself and 

your fellowman, the peace of God will rule in your heart.   

  

Most people would welcome having a peaceful person around 

them. A peaceful husband may win a less peaceful wife. A peaceful 

wife may be an instrument in helping a husband who is not peaceful 

to live in harmony with her. Peace has such sweet tranquility that it 

is hard to describe in words. We all need to practice what Paul 

wrote in I Thessalonians 5:13: “...be at peace among yourselves.”  

  

Where could you improve in peacefulness? This whole world is 

plagued with fear and trouble, but you can live peacefully in this 

time. Many little children have never had the privilege of growing 

up in a peaceful atmosphere. All they have ever known is parents 

fighting and quarreling. You have an opportunity to show them a 

true example of peace and victorious Christianity. As you pray and 

minister to these families, you can help bring healing to those trou-

bled hearts. 

  

There is a lovely old hymn that we used to sing, “Sweet peace, the 

gift of God‟s love.” Think about that, sweet peace is indeed a gift of 

God‟s love. The peace of God will help to bring peace to a hurting 

world. So, “bee” peaceful. 

August 11 

Bee Peaceful 
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W hen Peter was writing to the Believers, he said, “But ye are a 

chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a pe-

culiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who 

hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light” (I Peter 

2:9). The way we use the word “peculiar” in our everyday language 

is often negative as meaning “strange” or “odd,” but the Bible uses 

peculiar in the positive form. To “bee” peculiar in the Biblical way 

is an honorary position. To “bee” peculiar means you are a special 

person—above average—in the eyes of the Lord. There are certain 

groups of people who are distinctively unique to others because of 

their relationship to the Almighty God. God said to the nation of 

Israel, “Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my 

covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all 

people: for all the earth is mine” (Exodus 19:5). Not only would 

Israel be a peculiar people, but all of God‟s children in every race 

and kindred are a peculiar people.  

  

Apostle Paul gave us a description of this unique class of people 

when he said, “Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us 

from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous 

of good works” (Titus 2:14). You may appear peculiar to this gener-

ation who is quick to remind you we are not saved by works. That 

is correct, you are not saved by works, but works are the evidence 

of being saved. The Believers Paul referred to as peculiar were 

zealous of good works. You are redeemed to “bee” peculiar. That is 

a lofty position, so “bee” peculiar. 

August 12 

Bee Peculiar 
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W hen someone suggests that you can “bee” perfect, I can al-

most hear the protest: “Nobody is perfect.” Before you ac-

cept that conclusion, let‟s see what the Bible has to say. In writing 

to Timothy, Paul said, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, 

and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in-

struction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, 

thoroughly furnished unto all good works” (II Timothy 3:16-17). 

The word “perfect” in this verse means “to be complete.” It does 

not mean you become infallible. It means you can raise to a higher 

standard of perfection than most people are willing to achieve. If 

you are not living up to God‟s standard, change. God expects you to 

be complete in Him. In the book of Hebrews, we read “Now the 

God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 

that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlast-

ing covenant, Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 

working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Je-

sus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen” (Hebrews 

13:20-21). You no longer need to make excuses for your mistakes, 

failures and sin because, according to the Bible, you can “bee” per-

fect. This “bee” will never leave a painful sting.  

  

August 13 
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T hose who achieve the greatest accomplishments in life are 

those who learn to “bee” persistent. Persistence divides the los-

er from the winner. The winner has learned to “bee” persistent and 

the loser has not. The persistent are determined to accomplish 

something. They accept an assignment that may appear impossible 

and put forth every effort to fulfill the task.  

 

Jesus told the story of a man who had some unexpected visitors. He 

didn‟t have sufficient bread to feed them, so he went to his friend‟s 

house. He was told they were in bed and were unable to help him. 

Most people would have returned without the bread. Not this man. 

How did he persuade his friend to give him his request? Jesus ex-

plained, “I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, be-

cause he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he will rise 

and give him as many as he needeth” (Luke 11:8). He learned to 

“bee” persistent. His importunity brought results, didn‟t it? Jesus is 

not teaching us to force others to respond to our demands, but rather 

to understand the value of true persistence. 

  

Men and women who became a great success in the business world 

and in the Spiritual realm were those who knew they had to “bee” 

persistent. They wouldn‟t take “no” for an answer. Often, you are 

faced with situations that look almost impossible, yet to “bee” per-

sistent can bring amazing results.  

  

August 14 
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T o “bee” persuaded means to be settled in a matter. You are per-

suaded that you can do what the Lord called you to do. Noth-

ing shall be impossible to you. “Bee” persuaded that you can ac-

complish the most difficult tasks in life by simply following the 

leading of the Lord and obeying the Scriptures.  

  

“Bee” persuaded that your marriage can be a good marriage. “Bee” 

persuaded that your children can be children of God. “Bee” per-

suaded that you can live in peace with your family, friends and 

neighbors. It may be hard at first, but remember that all things are 

possible to him that believeth.  

  

“Bee” persuaded that you will be faithful unto death. Paul made an 

astounding statement when he said, “For I am persuaded, that nei-

ther death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 

things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any 

other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 

which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38-39). Notice, he 

said nothing would turn him away from the Lord. In fact, he even 

emphasized that nothing could separate him from the love of God. 

He was persuaded that the Lord would do exactly what He prom-

ised and that he could live in victory every day of his life. You can 

be just as persuaded that the Lord can work great things in your life. 

“Bee” persuaded that what God has promised, he will do. This 

“bee” will never leave a painful sting. 

  

August 15 

Bee Persuaded 
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Y ou need to “bee” pessimistic. This statement may be rather 

shocking since I have been emphasizing optimism, but there 

are certain times when pessimism is good. “Bee” pessimistic when 

you are facing temptation. Think about the results. Jesus said, “He 

that committeth sin is of the devil...” (I John 3:8).  

  

“Bee” pessimistic before you join a rebellious conspiracy against 

someone. “Bee pessimistic” about gossip and slander. The Bible 

says, “...the poison of asps is under their lips” (Romans 3:13). It is 

not the rattlesnake bite that causes the problem, it is the poison that 

has been injected into the victim that does the damage. People sel-

dom consider the consequences before they talk against others.  

  

Before you consider moderate drinking of alcoholic beverages, you 

may want to “bee” pessimistic. If you research what happens to 

“moderate” drinkers, you will find that many become alcoholics. 

“Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth his col-

our in the cup, when it moveth itself aright” (Proverbs 23:31).  

  

Don‟t want to dwell too long on pessimistic thoughts or you will 

become a pessimist. Only use pessimistic thoughts to avoid future 

problems. Your goal should still be optimism. When you use “bee” 

pessimistic in the right way, it will not leave a painful sting.      

 

August 16 

Bee Pessimistic 
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T he Bible says, “Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compas-

sion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courte-

ous” (I Peter 3:8). To “bee” pitiful does not mean to have a pity-

party mentality. To “bee” pitiful is to be compassionate and under-

standing toward those who are going through very difficult times.  

  

Several years ago, a man went into the barn to milk his cows. He 

heard an unusual noise from outside and turned toward his house. 

To his horror, his home was engulfed in flames. He ran toward the 

house in the hopes of rescuing his wife and three children, but was 

too late. The flames had consumed the house and his precious fami-

ly. This would be a time to “bee” pitiful. This man needed someone 

to show compassion and pity toward him after his hour of tragedy. 

The Bible speaks of having pity on those who are suffering: 

“Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellowservant, 

even as I had pity on thee?”(Matthew 18:33).  

  

There are others who may be facing misfortunes, tragedies or prob-

lems. There are some who are handicapped and unable to do much 

for themselves. Remember to “bee” pitiful, compassionate, sympa-

thetic and understanding toward those who are facing these situa-

tions. This “bee” will never leave a painful sting when you use it to 

help others. 

August 17 
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P leasant people have a beautiful personality. They are a blessing 

to those around them. I once knew a young girl who had pleas-

ant characteristics. I saw this girl weeping and almost smiling at the 

same time. She often visited our home and was always pleasant. At 

a young age, she lost her life in an auto accident. This girl left be-

hind memories of a pleasant person. 

  

How refreshing it is to be in the presence of a pleasant person. Even 

those with a bitter, irritable, melancholy disposition are affected 

when they come in contact with a pleasant individual. To “bee” 

pleasant is not a matter of circumstances; it‟s a matter of choice. 

You must choose to “bee” pleasant. It is good to practice develop-

ing a pleasant attitude and speaking pleasant words, “...the words of 

the pure are pleasant words” (Proverbs 15:26). A person who is 

pleasant, respectable and agreeable is already well on his way to 

success. “Bee” pleasant. This “bee” will never leave a painful sting! 

 

 

“Make the best out of the worst. 
Make the best out of the best.” 

 

 

August 18 

Bee Pleasant 
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W hen you choose to “bee” polite, it reveals respect and appre-

ciation for others. Romans 12:10 instructs how to “bee” po-

lite: “Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in 

honour preferring one another.” Even in a restaurant, remember to 

“bee” polite to those serving you. Throughout our travels, waitress-

es or store employees would notice our polite conduct and ask 

where we were from. We appeared to them as if we were from an-

other planet. There was a time when people knew how to “bee” po-

lite. They knew how to address each other with respect. Children 

were taught to “bee” polite, especially to the elderly. It appears to-

day‟s generation has lost the beauty of “bee” polite. Although, po-

liteness has been lost in much of the younger generation, it is still a 

very important “bee” that needs to be restored.  

 

 

“Truth will never argue.” 
 

  

August 21 
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T o “bee” positive is a matter of choice. We are living in such a 

negative world that those with a positive approach to life are 

classified as New Age philosophers. Somehow, many have the un-

scriptural belief that we must expect to be sad, bored, weary and 

down-trodden. No wonder so many Christians are depending on 

tranquilizers to help them cope with life. Many people who are 

emotionally disturbed, suspicious and fearful of others could trace 

part of their problem back to a negative attitude. A negative life-

style causes you to lose confidence and trust in others.  

  

Beloved, it is time for Christians to “bee” positive—positive in 

faith, positive in prayer, positive at home and positive at work. 

Negative people cannot praise the Lord the same as positive Chris-

tians. It is time to get, “...the oil of joy for mourning,” and put on, 

“...the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness...” (Isaiah 61:3). 

  

A positive person doesn‟t sit around waiting for bad things to hap-

pen, he expects something good to come out of the bad experiences. 

He sees every trial as an opportunity: “And we know that all things 

work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the 

called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28). Positive people 

are not afraid to face an unknown future. They refuse to dwell on 

the negative. Let the world think their negative thoughts, talk their 

negative talk and walk their negative walk. While others lose, we 

will win. After all, God said the person who meditates upon His 

Word day and night, “...whatsoever he doeth shall prosper” (Psalm 

1:3).  

  

A positive person has a vision, a goal and a plan. He doesn‟t just 

talk about doing something, he does it. He is a man of perseverance. 

He refuses to procrastinate. There is a job that must be done and he 

will do it. If he hears, “It can‟t be done,” he is motivated to accom-

plish it. Positive people are explorers. They explore new ways to 

August 20 

Bee Positive 
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accomplish great tasks. From their visions have come great inven-

tions such as earth moving equipment or airplanes capable of trans-

porting numerous travelers across the sky zipping at hundreds of 

miles per hour.  

  

Positive people are energizers. They achieve their maximum poten-

tial. They are not all people of a high IQ. Many of them are not 

even intellectually superior to their peers, but they are not satisfied 

with a “that‟s good enough” mentality. I am convinced that a posi-

tive approach can transform your whole life. It can change your 

way of thinking and your way of planning your goals. That is why 

the wise man said, “For as he thinketh in his heart, so is 

he...” (Proverbs 23:7). You are what we think. “Bee” positive. It‟s 

the way to live! 

 

 

“One creative thought at a time built our modern conveniences.  
An airplane was built from one creative thought.” 
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T he Bible portrays Samson as an extremely powerful man. One 

example is recorded in Judges 16:3: “And Samson lay till mid-

night, and arose at midnight, and took the doors of the gate of the 

city, and the two posts, and went away with them, bar and all, and 

put them upon his shoulders, and carried them up to the top of an 

hill that is before Hebron.” It is also recorded that he killed one 

thousand Philistines with the jawbone of a donkey. He recognized 

his supernatural strength came from obedience to Almighty God. 

When he disobeyed by revealing the secret of his strength to a de-

ceptive woman, his power was taken from him. Some people lose 

the power of God because they do not use it correctly. You should 

“bee” powerful in a way that is effective and helpful to others.  

 

The book of Acts tells us the early Believers were powerful: “And 

with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of 

the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all” (Acts 4:33). 

The powerful hand of God was working with them and through 

them. Miracles followed wherever they went and people marveled. 

Peter explained, “...Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this? or why 

look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness 

we had made this man to walk?” (Acts 3:12). The apostles con-

fessed they could not “bee” powerful on their own, but depended 

completely on the Holy Ghost for miracle working power.  

  

Paul was a preacher—a great preacher—but he also realized that his 

power to preach came from heaven and not man. He declared, “For 

I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God 

unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also 

to the Greek” (Romans 1:16). Not everyone may be called to 

preach, but everyone is called to “bee” powerful in the Holy Ghost. 

In Ephesians 3:20-21, Paul explained that the Lord can use anyone 

according to the power that works in them: “Now unto him that is 

able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, ac-

August 21 

Bee Powerful 
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cording to the power that worketh in us, Unto him be glory in the 

church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. 

Amen.”  

  

Before the Lord can trust you with His great power, you need to 

humble yourself before Him and acknowledge that you can do 

nothing on your own. You must totally and completely trust the 

Lord to empower you for the work. Remember, it is more important 

to “bee” powerful in spiritual things than in the physical. Then, 

“bee” powerful will not leave a painful sting. 

DESTINED TO WIN 

 

We’re armed for the battle 

And ready for war. 

We once were defeated 

But not anymore.  

All Heaven is with us 

And courage within; 

With Christ as our Caption 

We’re destined to win! 
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I t is good to start the day by choosing to “bee” prayerful. Some-
one who prays and gives thanks for their spouse and family 

members can change the whole atmosphere of a home. The prayer 
of faith can do wonders. The Bible tells us to pray for each other. 
Your words, your actions, your caring, in addition to your prayers, 
can change lives. Ask the Lord to make you a blessing and help you 
give encouragement to someone facing a problem. It is good to pray 
for those who seldom have anyone to pray for them. There are some 
senior citizens who may be neglected or little children who are 
abused who need the prayers of the saints. There may be a lonely 
person who needs your prayers. It is good to tell people you are 
praying for them, but be honest and pray. Words like this can add 
much to a lonely person‟s life.  
  
In recent years, there has been a teaching that if you pray about 
something more than once, you pray in unbelief. This is unscriptur-
al. Jesus gave an illustration of a woman who insisted on being de-
livered from her circumstances. He said those who pray in like 
manner shall receive an answer: “And there was a widow in that 
city; and she came unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine adversary. 
And he would not for a while: but afterward he said within himself, 
Though I fear not God, nor regard man; Yet because this widow 
troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she 
weary me. And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith. And 
shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto 
him, though he bear long with them? I tell you that he will avenge 
them speedily...” (Luke 18:3-8). This message is especially im-
portant to a spouse or child who may be a victim of abuse. When 
someone humbly seeks the Lord‟s help, He will hear their cry. It 
may seem when you are praying for a certain situation in your own 
life or in the life of someone near you that there is no answer. But 
the Bible tells us, “Pray without ceasing” (I Thessalonians 5:17). It 
may take days, weeks or sometimes years to change circumstances, 
but God still answers prayer. Therefore, “bee” prayerful. 

August 22 
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T o “bee” preferred may sound arrogant to the carnal mind, but 

you can “bee” preferred without becoming proud. There are 

many saints in the Bible who were preferred above others because 

of their decision to serve the Lord with their whole heart. These 

men and women of the Lord were highly favored. Daniel was pre-

ferred because an excellent spirit was in him: “Then this Daniel was 

preferred above the presidents and princes, because an excellent 

spirit was in him; and the king thought to set him over the whole 

realm” (Daniel 6:3). 

  

Esther was preferred above all other virgins. She was not only cho-

sen for her beauty, but for the spirit that dwelt within her: “And the 

maiden pleased him, and she obtained kindness of him; and he 

speedily gave her her things for purification, with such things as 

belonged to her, and seven maidens, which were meet to be given 

her, out of the king's house: and he preferred her and her maids 

unto the best place of the house of the women” (Esther 2:9). If you 

make a decision, like the saints of old, to serve the Lord with all 

your heart, you can “bee” preferred. You will find favor both with 

God and man. 

 

It is important you remember to prefer others also. In Romans 

12:10, Paul instructs us: “Be kindly affectioned one to another with 

brotherly love; in honour preferring one another.” “Bee” preferred 

will never leave a painful sting if you seek the favor of the Lord. 

   

August 23 
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- 249 - 

M any are the heart cries of people who were not prepared for 

the situations that happened in their lives, “I wasn‟t prepared 

for this. If I had known, I would have prepared.” You need to “bee” 

prepared for whatever may take place. People who are prepared can 

face some of the most difficult times in life and come through with 

victory. 

  

Many years ago, I was to scheduled to speak at a conference. While 

the emcee was introducing me as the next speaker, I was handed a 

bulletin which stated that I was assigned to speak on a specific sub-

ject. I had planned to speak on something completely different and 

was not prepared to speak on this topic. Before I could collect my 

thoughts, the emcee said, “Help me welcome Pastor Rodes.” Alt-

hough I was unprepared for what took place, I was prepared to ex-

pect the unexpected. Because of human error, someone had failed 

to inform me I was assigned a subject for that meeting. No one 

knew I hadn‟t studied the subject as I presented the Word that day.   

 

Another time, I didn‟t even know I was scheduled to speak in a ses-

sion. Someone came to me and said, “Brother Rodes, as soon as 

they finish singing this song, you may deliver the message.” “Bee” 

prepared. You don‟t always know when you will be called upon. If 

you choose to “bee” prepared for the unexpected, you won‟t be 

caught off guard. 

 

August 24 
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T o “bee” prevailing is to gain victory or superiority, to succeed. 

What an opportunity awaits those who refuse to be defeated. 

Jacob was a prevailing man. The prophet, Hosea, records his pre-

vailing attitude even at the time of his birth, “He [Jacob] took his 

brother by the heel in the womb, and by his strength he had power 

with God” (Hosea 12:3). Many years later, this same man had to 

face his angry brother, Esau. The night before their meeting, he 

wrestled with an angel, “Yea, he had power over the angel, and pre-

vailed: he wept, and made supplication unto him: he found him in 

Bethel, and there he spake with us; Even the LORD God of hosts; 

the LORD is his memorial” (Verses 4-5). Despite Jacob‟s weakness, 

he gained superiority over circumstances that troubled him. When 

his Uncle Laban took advantage of him, he still prevailed. Jacob 

was a fighter throughout his life. His mind was made up to be a 

winner and God blessed him exceedingly. 

  

If you hope to prevail, you must listen to the warning buzz of “bee” 

prevailing. “Don‟t quit; don‟t give up” is what he is saying to each 

of us. 

  

August 25 
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T he difference between a productive person and a nonproduc-

tive person is choice. One person chose to “bee” productive 

while the other did not. Someone may have a good paying job while 

another person has a lower paying job. This is a result of choice. 

Those who choose to “bee” productive usually excel.  

  

People who decided to “bee” productive gave us many of the con-

veniences we enjoy today. Refrigeration, electricity, air travel, com-

puters and a host of other inventions came about because someone 

chose to “bee” productive. They put to practice what Solomon said 

in Ecclesiastes 9:10, “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with 

thy might.” They did it and so can you. No, you may not be an in-

ventor, but you can always do your best. You will only do a good 

job on your assignments when you choose to “bee” productive. This 

is the way to get a job done. Who knows what you can become if 

you choose to “bee” productive!  

 

 

“The loss of a job does not necessarily  
mean a loss of opportunity.” 

August 26 
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W hen the congregation of the children of Israel rose up in re-

bellion against Moses and Aaron, Moses knew something 

had to be done quickly: “And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a cen-

ser, and put fire therein from off the altar, and put on incense, and 

go quickly unto the congregation, and make an atonement for them: 

for there is wrath gone out from the LORD; the plague is be-

gun” (Numbers 16:46). If these two leaders had not learned to 

“bee” prompt, many more people would have lost their lives.  

  

When Peter was in prison for preaching the Gospel, the Bible says, 

“And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him, and a light 

shined in the prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him 

up, saying, Arise up quickly. And his chains fell off from his 

hands” (Acts 12:7). His response to the angel required haste. Sup-

pose he would have said, “I‟m sleepy, wait until morning to get me 

out of here.” The angel would have gone his way and left Peter in 

prison. Peter was set free because he understood the importance of 

prompt obedience.  

  

I watched a parent instruct one of their children to do a job or run 

an errand. The child had to be told several times before the instruc-

tion was obeyed. I am blessed when I see a child respond immedi-

ately. My wife and I were in a home when one of the daughters 

(possibly twelve years old) was given a job. This young girl was 

playing a game. She stopped and said, “I need to do something for 

Mom; I‟ll be right back.” At least three times, this game was inter-

rupted by the mom asking her to do something. Every time, she 

promptly obeyed. How refreshing it was to see a young person who 

was trained right. When children are trained to “bee” prompt to 

obey their parents, they will “bee” prompt to obey the Lord and oth-

ers in leadership as well.  

  

 

August 27 
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If “bee” prompt is not accompanying you from day to day, why not 

make this “bee” your friend today? I‟m sure you will, one day, be 

glad you did. This “bee” helped Aaron and Peter and it will help 

you. “Bee” prompt will never leave a painful sting. 

 

 

GOOD INTENTIONS 

 

You had good intentions 

For things you planned to do; 

Yet one thing led to another 

And you couldn’t see it through. 

 

You may have made a promise; 

Of course, you didn’t know 

You couldn’t keep your promise, 

Or you’d have told them so. 

 

It may be a sick neighbor; 

You’d visit them some day; 

You had so many things to do, 

Your time just slipped away. 

 

You had good intentions; 

But, will they see you through? 

When at the day of Judgment 

Will “good intentions” do? 

 
© Copyright Daniel D. Rodes 1978, Sunbeams of Inspiration 
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A sk the average person what it means to “bee” prosperous. The 

answer would likely be centered around having plenty of 

money or possessions. That can be considered prosperity, but it is 

only a small part of what it means to “bee” prosperous. The Psalm-

ist shows us what the Lord sees in a prosperous person. “Blessed is 

the man,” he writes, “that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, 

nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the 

scornful. But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law 

doth he meditate day and night. And he shall be like a tree planted 

by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his 

leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall pros-

per” (Psalm 1:1-3). According to these verses, if you want to “bee” 

prosperous, you must not walk in the counsel of the ungodly. You 

must not stand in the way of sinners. You must not sit in the seat of 

the scornful. You must love the Word of God. This kind of prosper-

ity is superior to money and possessions. 

  

Abraham was a man whom God prospered greatly. He recognized 

that his prosperity was not from man but from the Lord. He told the 

king of Sodom, “That I will not take from a thread even to a shoe-

latchet, and that I will not take any thing that is thine, lest thou 

shouldest say, I have made Abram rich” (Genesis 14:23). 

  

Joseph was a prosperous man. Potiphar entrusted him with every-

thing in his house: “And his master saw that the LORD was with 

him, and that the LORD made all that he did to prosper in his 

hand” (Genesis 39:3). Not only was Joseph prosperous, but “The 

LORD blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake; and the 

blessing of the LORD was upon all that he had in the house, and in 

the field” (Genesis 39:5). If the Lord could entrust you with pros-

perity, it would not only be a blessing to your own life, but also to 

those around you. 

 

August 28 

Bee Prosperous 
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The Lord wants you to “bee” prosperous. He takes pleasure in the 

prosperity of His servants in every area of life, whether financially, 

spiritually or mentally. We read in Psalm 35:27: “Let the LORD be 

magnified, which hath pleasure in the prosperity of his servant.” 

God is never pleased nor rejoices in the prosperity of a greedy or 

wicked person. Therefore, “bee” prosperous, but let that prosperity 

come from the blessings of the Lord. 

 

 

I WILL WIN 

 

You tried and tried and tried and failed 

And yet you wouldn’t quit. 

You may have thought a dozen times, 

“I’m quitting, this is it.” 

But then you heard that little voice 

Deep down within you say, 

“I may have failed a thousand times, 

But I will win today!” 

 
© Copyright Daniel D. Rodes 
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W e all need to “bee” protected in the evil times in which we 

live. To “bee” protected on a day to day basis requires a 

quality decision. You will not allow anything to come between you 

and the Lord. The Word has a tremendous protecting power for 

those who walk in the ways of the Lord. The Psalmist knew the im-

portance of this precious “bee” when he wrote, “For thou hast been 

a shelter for me, and a strong tower from the enemy” (Psalm 61:3). 

The Lord is your strong tower in times of temptation. He will keep 

your marriage strong, stable and loving. 

  

According to Psalm 34:7, “The angel of the LORD encampeth 

round about them that fear him, and delivereth them.” You need 

this “bee” to remind you continuously that you are protected and 

delivered by the Angel of the Lord. When you neglect to heed the 

warning buzz of “bee” protected, you lose the protection that be-

longs to God‟s children.  

 

 

“Treat fear as the worst of enemies.” 

August 29 

Bee Protected 



- 257 - 

T o “bee” protective is a very important “bee.” You need to 

“bee” protective of your marriage, your household and your 

choice of friends. You need to “bee” protective of your morals and 

goals. You need to “bee” protective when you are driving on the 

highways. You need to “bee” protective of your children. You 

should know where they are, what they are doing and what kind of 

friends they have.   

  

One time, when I was out seeking to win souls, a mother asked me 

to pray for her daughters who were turning out wrong. I asked her if 

she knew the current whereabouts of her 12 year old daughter. She 

replied, “She went out with some boys tonight.” This mother had 

never learned how important it is to “bee” protective of her chil-

dren.  

  

Many are the sorrows in life because someone failed to listen to 

“bee” protective. The buzzing of this “bee” is saying, “be careful.” 

Remember, “bee” protective will never leave a painful sting! 

August 30 

Bee Protective 
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W e are living in an evil generation. There seems to be so much 

filth on every hand. Television, internet and magazines have 

become impure. Even the manner of most people‟s dress is impure. 

It is time for the people of God to separate themselves from this un-

clean world and choose to “bee” pure. 

 

In I Corinthians 6:18, Paul admonished the church to “flee fornica-

tion.” Courtship, as we know it here in America, has lost purity and 

virginity and has become filthy. People seem to think it is “cool” to 

commit wickedness and do that which is evil in the sight of the 

Lord. There is nothing “cool” about it. It is filthy, dirty and unclean. 

Marriage, as holy matrimony, has almost become obsolete in some 

circles. Hebrews 13:4 warns, “Marriage is honourable in all, and 

the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will 

judge.” So many people seem to take this warning lightly, but be-

loved, you must “bee” pure. God warns that nothing will enter into 

Heaven that is unclean.  

  

God is calling His people to true repentance and separation from the 

world. He will forgive those who have trespassed His law of purity, 

but He requires them to turn away from sin and go in the right di-

rection. You can “bee” pure, so “keep thyself pure” (I Timothy 

5:22). “Bee pure” will never leave a painful sting. 

 

 

“The only vision some people have is television.” 
 

  

August 31 

Bee Pure 
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H ow precious it is to “bee” purified, especially when the Lord 

purifies you, “Many shall be purified, and made white, and 

tried” (Daniel 12:10). We, as humans, are often contaminated by 

the evil world and need the purifying fire of the Lord to keep us 

clean, pure and useable. In the book of Malachi, we read, “And he 

shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the 

sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer 

unto the LORD an offering in righteousness” (Malachi 3:3). The 

Lord purified the sons of Levi to qualify them for His work. 

  

Those who are in the glorious Kingdom of God are very special to 

the Lord. He wants His children free from the corruption of the 

world: “He gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all 

iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good 

works” (Titus 2:14). We have been redeemed, but it is important to 

“bee” purified from time to time because we are all subject to mis-

takes. Those mistakes may not seem to be major, but we still need 

to “bee” purified. 

  

Not only does the Lord purify you, but James 4:8 explains your re-

sponsibility to purify yourself: “Draw nigh to God, and he will 

draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your 

hearts, ye double minded.” This can only be done by acknowledg-

ing the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ in your life. What an 

important “bee” is “bee” purified! This “bee” will never leave a 

painful sting. 

September 1 

Bee Purified 
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S ome employers are looking for people to work for them, but are 

unable to find someone who qualifies for the position. Many 

people may apply, but are not chosen because they lack experience, 

education or do not meet the approval for some other reason.  

  

The Bible tells us in Matthew 22:14, “For many are called, but few 

are chosen.” There are people who could be mightily used of the 

Lord, but they are not qualified to obtain the fullness of their call-

ing. Why? It may be they desire to do things their own way instead 

of the way of the Lord. It may be they carry a wrong attitude and do 

not know how to approach situations correctly. It may be they ex-

press their own opinion on situations. Or, it may simply be they 

have no understanding of the Word. The Bible seems strange to 

them because they have a carnal mind. Only spiritually minded peo-

ple are able to discern the things of the Spirit:  “But the natural man 

receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 

unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 

discerned” (I Corinthians 2:14).  

  

In order to “bee” qualified to be used by the Lord, you must learn to 

walk according to His ways and plans. God does not need someone 

who is eloquent or highly educated. He is looking for people who 

are willing to do what He requires without hesitation or excuse. 

Then, He will be able to mightily use them. Seek to “bee” qualified 

in the kingdom of God. This “bee” will never leave a painful sting.  

  

September 2 

Bee Qualified 
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S ome things require haste. Paul was instructed to “bee” quick in 

Acts 22:18: “...Make haste, and get thee quickly out of Jerusa-

lem: for they will not receive thy testimony concerning me.” The 

Lord requires quick obedience. If Paul would not have been quick 

to obey, he could have lost his life. 

  

In Luke 14, we read the account of guests invited to a wedding sup-

per. After those guests had made excuses for their inability to at-

tend, an urgent instruction was given: “...Then the master of the 

house being angry said to his servant, Go out quickly into the 

streets and lanes of the city, and bring in hither the poor, and the 

maimed, and the halt, and the blind” (Luke 14:21). The word 

“quickly” in this verse means “speedily, rapidly, hastily, shortly, 

soon or suddenly.” You need to “bee” quick to respond when an 

instruction is given. If you hesitate, you may miss the invitation. 

  

One of the best ways to heal a wound resulting from what someone 

said about you is to “bee” quick to forgive. Jesus told us, “Agree 

with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him; 

lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the 

judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into pris-

on” (Matthew 5:25).  

 

“Bee” quick to love. “Bee” quick to make corrections when you are 

wrong. “Bee” quick to change the way you do things. If you would 

learn to “bee” quick, you wouldn‟t be tormented with procrastina-

tion. There may be a job you know you should do, but you keep 

putting it off. “Bee” quick to finish that job. Listen to the buzzing of 

“bee” quick. This “bee” will help you stay far away 

from procrastination. 

September 3 

Bee Quick 
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September 4 

Bee Quiet 

Come ye apart 
   From your daily toil, 
      And pray awhile 
   Lest care should spoil 
      Your peace with God 
   And rob your heart. 

I t is refreshing to have quiet moments alone with God. When you 
walk alone in some serene place, sit under the shade of a tree or 

lay in bed at night just absorbing the presence of the Lord, you find 
peace and tranquility. These are precious moments away from the 
stress, pressure and confusion of this world. It is in these quiet mo-
ments that you are able to relax your weary mind. Jesus instructed 
His disciples, “...Come ye yourselves apart into a desert place, and 
rest a while: for there were many coming and going, and they had 
no leisure so much as to eat” (Mark 6:31). If you do not spend 
some quiet time alone, you can become overcharged with the cares 
of this life (Luke 21:34). 
  
A busy mother may find it difficult to spend time alone because of 
her family duties, yet in the stillness of the night, she can rest in the 
presence of the Lord. This helps to renew her strength to be a strong 
and capable mother.  
  
Parents may want to consider taking their family to some quiet 
stream where the breeze is sifting through the leaves and the birds 
are filling the air with their melodious music. This is a beautiful 
place to train your children to “bee” quiet and listen to the peaceful 
surroundings of nature and sense the presence of the Lord: “The 
heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth his 
handywork” (Psalm 19:1). In these quiet moments, you can regain 
your composure and renew your spiritual strength. Why not start 
today? Have some quiet time alone with God. Learn to “bee” quiet. 
This “bee” will never leave a painful sting. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© Copyright Daniel D. Rodes; Published by Rod & Staff  Publishers 1980 
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T o “bee” rational is to be able to reason logically by drawing a 

conclusion without inference from fear or emotions. To “bee” 

rational is more than basing one‟s reasoning or opinion on a philos-

ophy or theological theory. A rational mind must have knowledge 

superior to that of theory. The carnal mind may reject the supernat-

ural or miraculous power of God. A person with a truly rational 

mind has faith to believe God and His Word because his beliefs are 

based on fact, not theory.  

  

I once heard of a man who believed the Bible was no more than a 

book of theory. He believed that an intellectual or intelligent person 

would not believe the Bible. Beloved, not only do we, as Believers, 

believe all the accounts in the Bible, but we believe, “Whatsoever 

things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we 

through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have 

hope” (Romans 15:4). Thank God, a rational mind can understand 

and believe the Scriptures. Therefore, it is important to “bee” ra-

tional.    

 

 

“Most of our problems start in the brain.” 
 

 

September 5 

Bee Rational 
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Y ou need to “bee” ready to expect great things to come your 

way. If you are not ready for wonderful experiences in life, 

you may miss great opportunities. People who are ready to face dif-

ficulties, challenges or blessings are more capable of receiving the 

best in life. Someday, you may face the unexpected, but if you are 

ready, it won‟t be as difficult.  

  

One day, David, a young shepherd, was asked by his dad to take 

some supplies to his brothers who were in the army of Israel. He 

was also given the orders to investigate their well-being. David did-

n‟t know that he would be faced with a challenge that would change 

his nation. When he heard the threat of Goliath, he was ready to 

fight the battle. King Saul wasn‟t sure this young man was eligible 

for such an assignment. He looked at David and said, “Thou art not 

able to go against this Philistine to fight with him: for thou art but a 

youth, and he a man of war from his youth” (I Samuel 17:33). Da-

vid wasn‟t moved by Saul‟s negative challenge but narrated to Saul 

how he killed a bear and a lion: “Thy servant slew both the lion and 

the bear: and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, 

seeing he hath defied the armies of the living God.” Then in faith, 

“David said moreover, The LORD that delivered me out of the paw 

of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of 

the hand of this Philistine. And Saul said unto David, Go, and the 

LORD be with thee.” (I Samuel 17:36-37). I would call this man 

ready, wouldn‟t you? Because David was ready, Goliath and the 

enemy nation were defeated and the nation of Israel could shout the 

victory. Would you “bee” ready if the Lord asked you to do some-

thing others were afraid to do? 

  

To “bee” ready is to keep looking for opportunities to do something 

for God and man. People who make up their minds to “bee” ready 

are not afraid to live or die. You must “bee” ready to leave this 

world at any time. You need to “bee” ready for the coming of the 

September 6 

Bee Ready 
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Lord is drawing nigh. Jesus said He is returning for His children. 

He gave us these very important instructions: “Be ye therefore 

ready also: for the Son of man cometh at an hour when ye think 

not” (Luke 12:40).  Whatever today or tomorrow may hold, “bee” 

ready.  

 

 

BEARING ONE ANOTHER’S BURDEN 

 

If I meet one along the way 

And do not understand, 

Just why he suffers such heartache 

Still, let me give a hand, 

And help how little it may be, 

The part that’s mine to share: 

For what becomes another’s load  

Is partly mine to bear.  

 
© Copyright 1985 Daniel D. Rodes Poems of Inspiration 
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Y ou should have big visions and lofty dreams, yet remember to 
“bee” realistic. Some highly motivated people have a tendency 

to become unrealistic. Let me drop a word of caution here not to 
discourage those who aim for the top. I like to encourage people to 
become more than the average. Yet, in the midst of your enthusi-
asm, “bee” realistic. You may have ever so much zeal, but unless 
you have knowledge with your zeal it could be harmful. In Romans 
chapter ten and verse two, Paul referred to some of his fellow Isra-
elites, “For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not 
according to knowledge.” After you are motivated, it is sometimes 
hard to stay balanced. One time, you may have zeal but have lim-
ited knowledge. Another time, you may have knowledge but lose 
the zeal.  
  
To “bee” realistic does not mean you can‟t accomplish great things, 
just don‟t set your goals too high that you become discouraged if 
you don‟t reach them. You may have to become a great employee 
before you can become a great employer. You may need to set a 
goal to pastor a church of 100 people before you work toward 
1,000. Set big goals and have great dreams, but “bee” realistic. 
 
Remember to “bee” realistic in prayer. There are people who think 
they have great faith because they ask the Lord for a large request. 
They are not making requests with faith, but are asking for some-
thing that is not realistic. I was at a prayer meeting where one of the 
men asked the Lord to give him a beer manufacturing company to 
transform into a Christian campground. That was many years ago 
and his request is still unanswered. It never will be fulfilled because 
his prayer was not realistic. James 4:3 says, “Ye ask, and receive 
not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.” 
If you ask the Lord for something beyond your faith level, it can 
hinder you. As your faith grows, you will understand how to “bee” 
realistic and ask for bigger things. Learn to “bee” realistic. This 
“bee” will never leave a painful sting.  
  

September 7 

Bee Realistic 
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I n the third chapter of John, Jesus explained what it means to 

“bee” reborn. When Jesus told Nicodemus (a ruler of the Jews) 

“Ye must be born again,” Nicodemus responded, “How can these 

things be?” (John 3:7, 9). The new birth doesn‟t make sense to the 

carnal mind because the carnal mind cannot understand spiritual 

things. Peter wrote in I Peter 1:23, “Being born again, not of cor-

ruptible seed, but of incorruptible.” To “bee” reborn is not natural. 

A spiritual birth takes place within you when you receive Jesus as 

Lord and Savior. Paul explained what happens when a person is 

born again. A major change takes place: “Therefore if any man be 

in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, 

all things are become new” (II Corinthians 5:17). When the Lord 

Jesus comes into your hearts, He not only forgives your sins, but He 

removes them out of His sight and gives you victory over sin. What 

a glorious experience—to be redeemed from all sin because of Je-

sus: “In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the for-

giveness of sins” (Colossians 1:14). 

  

One immoral person said he was born that way. I responded, “If 

you weren‟t born right the first time, you can be born again.” No 

matter how wicked a person may be, he or she can “bee” reborn and 

be set free from all sin. Forgiven! What a wonderful Savior! If you 

have never asked Jesus to come into your heart or if you are back-

slidden, you can “bee” reborn, today. “Bee” reborn will never leave 

a painful sting.   

September 8 

Bee Reborn 
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W hen I refer to “bee” recognized, I am not suggesting promot-

ing ego or pride. To a measure, all of us are recognized for 

who we are. It is good to “bee” recognized for what you stand for. 

“Bee” recognized as a stable, godly, courageous Christian. “Bee” 

recognized as a servant with a peaceable and pleasant attitude. Paul 

told the Romans that their faith was recognized throughout the 

whole world (Romans 1:8). Imagine a body of Believers who had 

such great faith that they were recognized worldwide!  

  

Many so-called “Christians” have been cheated from becoming all 

they desired to become because they were sharply and  sternly 

taught false humility. Humility is a requirement in the Kingdom of 

God, but true humility does not take second place to achievement. It 

is proper and right to “bee” recognized as a diligent person who ac-

complishes something. You should “bee” recognized as a hard, 

honest worker. A faithful, dependable, reliable person is an asset in 

any work place. If “bee” recognized leaves a painful sting, it is not 

truly “bee” recognized. Go ahead, “bee” recognized. 

  

 

“Put your trust in God each day 
And He will help you find the way.” 

September 9 

Bee Recognized 
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W hat a beautiful experience it is when you are an instrument 

that brings harmony and reconciliation to people. God has 

given you the precious ministry of reconciliation: “To wit, that God 

was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing 

their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of 

reconciliation” (II Corinthians 5:19). Before you can be reconciled 

to others, “Be ye reconciled to God” (Verse 20). You need to learn 

to be reconciled so you can help others. In a time of distress when 

marriages are pulling apart, family members are raising against 

each other and churches are building great walls between them-

selves, you need the ministry of reconciliation. Anticipate people 

being reconciled as you minister to them. When you help people 

settle their differences and encourage those who were hurt to for-

give, you see the beauty of reconciliation.  

  

To “bee” reconciled you may need to submit to the wishes of oth-

ers. My wife and I found a precious verse in the Bible that was a 

blessing to us for years, “Submitting yourselves one to another in 

the fear of God” (Ephesians 5:21). We may not have seen every-

thing exactly alike or always enjoyed the same things but we could 

still walk in perfect harmony. When husbands and wives have dif-

ferent opinions, the situation can “bee” reconciled in a peaceable 

manner. If a problem arises between you and others, you have an 

opportunity to “bee” reconciled! “Bee” reconciled. This “bee” will 

never leave a painful sting! 

September 10 

Bee Reconciled 



- 270 - 

W e all need a time to “bee” refreshed, a time to get away from 

the busy hustle and bustle of life. Peter speaks of a time of 

refreshing that comes from the presence of the Lord: “Repent ye 

therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when 

the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the 

Lord” (Acts 3:19). In times of life when you make mistakes, you 

cannot be refreshed until you repent. It is then that you are re-

freshed by the sweet presence of the Lord. When you are under 

stress or tension, it is good to set aside a time to meditate upon the 

Lord and His goodness. This helps you to “bee” refreshed as you 

bathe in the presence of the Lord.  

  

David recognized a need to “bee” refreshed when he prayed, “I 

shall be anointed with fresh oil” (Psalm 92:10). That oil refers to 

the anointing that destroys the burdens that weigh upon you when 

you have been too busy to find the true refreshment that comes 

from the Lord. You need to “bee” refreshed daily in order to stay 

alert and sensitive to the voice of the Lord so He may lead you step 

by step in life. Everyone needs a time of refreshment, so set aside a 

time each day to “bee” refreshed. A good time for this is just before 

retiring for the night. Before you go to sleep, allow that refreshment 

to come from the presence of the Lord. How precious it is to “bee” 

refreshed.  

September 11 

Bee Refreshed 
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W ith the pen of inspiration, the scribe narrated an amazing 

statement about our Lord: “He is despised and rejected of 

men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief” (Isaiah 53:3). 

Why was He rejected? Why was He a man of grief? Why was He a 

sorrowful Savior? Because His doctrine, teaching and way of life 

did not match up with the doctrines, teachings and way of life of the 

religious crowd of His day. The holy life of Jesus brought convic-

tion on His adversaries. The truth caused friction. 

  

If you live according to the Scriptures, you also will “bee” rejected 

for disturbing the carnal mind. Carnality and spirituality are not 

compatible. That is why Jesus was rejected and it shouldn‟t seem 

strange if you are also rejected.  

  

To “bee” rejected is not a pleasant thing, but to live right among 

those who live wrong is sure to cause rejection. Jesus told us how to 

respond, “Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your 

reward is great in heaven” (Luke 6:23). In other words, don‟t be 

disturbed when you are rejected. If you are rejected here, your re-

ward will be great in Heaven. My friends, it is far better to “bee” 

rejected by the world and the apostate church than to “bee” rejected 

by the Lord. If you choose not to take rejection personally, “bee” 

rejected will not leave a painful sting.   

September 12 

Bee Rejected 
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T o “bee” rejuvenated is to be refreshed and restored to strength. 

We all need to “bee” rejuvenated at times, especially when we 

are under heavy pressure or stress. When you face a difficult task, 

you need to “bee” rejuvenated. If you learn to “bee” rejuvenated, 

you can learn to overcome a lot of those “down days” that people 

face. I am not saying it is sin to have “down days,” but there cer-

tainly is a better way to live, so why not choose to “bee” rejuvenat-

ed? You can do this by finding helpful, encouraging Scriptures 

from the Word of God. Read verses aloud such as, “I can do all 

things through Christ which strengtheneth me” (Philippians 4:13) 

or “...nothing shall be impossible unto you” (Matthew 17:20). Be-

lieve what the Lord has promised and expect to “bee” rejuvenated. 

People who can “bee” rejuvenated often accomplish more in life 

than those who do not practice rejuvenating themselves.  

  

Sometimes you may have to take off from a busy schedule and rest 

awhile to “bee” rejuvenated. This is especially true for those in 

leadership positions who are under heavy pressure most of the time. 

Whether you‟re a CEO over a large corporation, a pastor, a teacher, 

a manager or in any other leadership position, there will come a 

time when you need to “bee” rejuvenated. Your fellow laborer may 

be weary of the way and need to “bee” rejuvenated. You can only 

help him if you keep yourself rejuvenated on a daily basis. 

  

Taking time to “bee” rejuvenated is not time lost. It helps in, 

“Redeeming the time” (Ephesians 5:16). You could keep yourself 

from a lot of trouble if you would take time out to “bee” rejuvenat-

ed. “Bee” rejuvenated lest you yield to a “bee” that leaves a painful 

sting. 

  

September 13 

Bee Rejuvenated 
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I t seems that many people find it hard to “bee” relaxed. I have 

prayed for people who were “up-tight” and had to tell them to 

relax if they hoped to receive from the Lord. Isaiah 40:31 says, “But 

they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall 

mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; 

and they shall walk, and not faint.” When you learn to “bee” re-

laxed, you can head off a lot of unnecessary stress and tension. 

“Bee” relaxed when you read or study the Bible. Children who 

learn to “bee” relaxed can do better in school than those who are 

stressed. If we could all learn to “bee” relaxed, I believe we would 

enjoy life more fully and receive more of the blessings the Lord has 

for us. Let‟s all make that important decision to always “bee” re-

laxed! 

 

A GLIMPSE OF HEAVEN 

 

When I see the woodland flaming 

In a brilliant red and gold, 

I can only stand and marvel 

At the splendor I behold. 

 

Only could the Master Painter 

Clothe a tree in such array; 

Seems I get a glimpse of Heaven 

Every sunny Autumn Day.  

 
© Copyright Daniel D. Rodes  

Published by Ideals Magazine 

September 14 

Bee Relaxed 
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A  reliable person is a person with trustworthiness, integrity and 

dependability. He does what is expected and required of him 

whether anyone is watching or not. This world needs more reliable 

people. A businessman once said, “It is difficult to find reliable em-

ployees in our day.” To “bee” reliable is both your choice and re-

sponsibility. Paul reminded Timothy of the importance of being re-

liable: “O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoid-

ing profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely 

so called” (I Timothy 6:20). The Lord is still looking for reliable 

people—those He can trust, those who will be there when He needs 

them, those He knows will do a satisfactory job. The next time you 

feel like doing something dishonest, heed the buzz of “bee” reliable 

because this “bee” will never leave a painful sting. 

 

 

“Don’t rest until you do your best.” 

September 15 

Bee Reliable 
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T here are times in life you need to “bee” reluctant. I have been 

reluctant when confronted by salesmen trying to convince me 

to purchase their product. In some cases, I later found they were 

dishonest and unreliable.  

  

You should “bee” reluctant when someone tries to force you to do 

something you know is ungodly or would hinder your relationship 

with the Lord. You should “bee” reluctant when someone tries to 

persuade you to believe a new doctrine. You should be cautious and 

move slowly lest you be led astray: “Beware lest any man spoil you 

through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after 

the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ” (Colossians 2:8). 

Allow the Holy Spirit to signal you when someone is dishonest or 

trying to deceive you. This is a good time to “bee” reluctant; it may 

save you from much trouble.  

   

 

“The fear of God is healthy.  
There is a difference in fearing God and  

being afraid of Him.” 
 

 

September 16 

Bee Reluctant 
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H ow would you like to “bee” remembered when the time comes 

for you to leave this world? Some people desire to “bee” re-

membered for their fame or for what they accomplished in life. 

Others are remembered, not because they set a goal to be noticed, 

but because they did something noteworthy One example is the 

woman with the alabaster box of precious ointment, “There came 

unto him a woman having an alabaster box of very precious oint-

ment, and poured it on his head, as he sat at meat” (Matthew 26:7). 

This act was not done to get attention or to “bee” remembered. 

However Jesus said, “Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gos-

pel shall be preached in the whole world, there shall also this, that 

this woman hath done, be told for a memorial of her” (Matthew 

26:13).  

  

Some people will “bee” remembered in a negative way. Luke 17:32 

reminds us, “Remember Lot's wife.” Lot‟s wife was remembered for 

looking back and becoming a pillar of salt. Some people will “bee” 

remembered as a blessing to others. Others, as a servant to many. 

Yet others will “bee” remembered for what they taught or for their 

labor among men. Paul encouraged the Corinthians to remember his 

labor: “Now I praise you, brethren, that ye remember me in all 

things, and keep the ordinances, as I delivered them to you” (I Co-

rinthians 11:2).  

  

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were remembered because their 

faith and obedience delivered them out of the fiery furnace. Daniel 

was remembered as a man of prayer who was cast into a den of li-

ons but came out victoriously. Jeremiah was remembered as a 

weeping prophet. Joseph of Arimathaea was remembered for giving 

Jesus his personal burial plot. Wouldn‟t you like to “bee” remem-

bered for something upon which Jesus could place His benediction? 

Surely, “bee” remembered will never leave a painful sting. 

  

September 17 

Bee Remembered 
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B rother or Sister, if your memory goes on a vacation, you have 

a problem. Memory is a gift of God. You need to often “bee” 

reminded of the valuable things that have come your way over the 

years. I am reminded of my precious father and mother who 

brought their children up to be men and women of character. I am 

reminded of the good times I had with my parents and my fourteen 

brothers and sisters. It has been years since the passing of my par-

ents, yet fond memories still linger. Some of my siblings are de-

ceased, but I am glad for the good times we had that leave precious 

memories. I have pleasant memories of our children growing up in 

our home. It is good to “bee” reminded of the sweet fellowship you 

have had with family, friends and loved ones.  

  

“Bee” reminded of the blessings that come to you every day and 

forget the hurts and problems. “Bee” reminded that your blessings 

come from God. “Bee” reminded of the promises you made. “Bee” 

reminded of your marriage vows. “Bee” reminded of your New 

Years‟ resolutions. “Bee” reminded of the promises of God, lest 

you forget. God reminded the children of Israel that it was not their 

ability or good management that caused them to possess the land. 

He gave them a very important warning: “But thou shalt remember 

the LORD thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth, 

that he may establish his covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, 

as it is this day” (Deuteronomy 8:18). You need to often “bee” re-

minded of the good things the Lord has done. How important is 

“bee” reminded! 

September 18 

Bee Reminded 
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W hat you did with yesterday is likely a repeat of what you will 

do with today. What you do with today will determine what 

you do with tomorrow. If you are satisfied with mediocrity, lack of 

enthusiasm or lack of achievement, you will remain the same day 

after day, year after year. But that can be changed if you are willing 

to “bee” reprogrammed. If you feel like nothing good ever happens 

to you, stop thinking that way. Get ready to “bee” reprogrammed in 

your mind. Instead of thinking everyone else gets the best jobs and 

you get what is left, reprogram yourself to say, “If others can do it, I 

can, too.” It‟s not too late to become something you always wanted 

to be. You can still rise up with zest and zeal and accomplish what 

you didn‟t think you could accomplish. If you are willing to “bee” 

reprogrammed, you can change your failures into triumph, your sor-

rows into inspiration, your discouragement into courage, your loss-

es into gain and your turmoil into peace. All this can happen to you 

if you are willing to “bee” reprogrammed. Remember, you are what 

you think, “For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he” (Proverbs 

23:7).  

  

Start to “bee” reprogrammed by looking for ways to improve your 

self worth. Ask the Lord to give you an idea, a plan and a purpose. 

You can change your whole outlook in life. Every time you think a 

negative thought, say, “No, I‟ve been reprogrammed. I will think 

positive thoughts about my future.” “Bee” reprogrammed. 

September 19 

Bee Reprogrammed 
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L ike so many, you may need to “bee” rescued from the things of 

this world. Many need to “bee” rescued from the spirit of fear, 

the spirit of anger, the spirit of lust, the spirit of infirmity or a host 

of other evils that have bound and ensnared good meaning people.  

  

There is an old hymn that says “Rescue the Perishing.” Many are 

perishing in this world. Their sin is driving them farther away from 

God. You and I need to be ready to help those who may not be 

aware they need to “bee” rescued. If you have been rescued, help 

rescue others who may be perishing. You can help by praying and 

fasting for them.  

  

Even in the natural realm, you may be called upon to rescue some-

one. My wife and I have a dear friend who was able to rescue a 

drowning man. Though he didn‟t know the man, duty called for 

quick action. He was able to deliver him from death.  

 

Years ago, I needed to “bee” rescued from the bondage of the devil. 

I submitted to God‟s plan for my life and was set free at last. “Bee” 

rescued is ready to help release you from the bondage of sin and 

rebellion against God. If you need to “bee” rescued, you must first 

have a desire to be delivered. Ask the Lord to help restore you. Lis-

ten to the encouraging buzz of “bee” rescued. This “bee” will never 

leave a painful sting.  

 

September 20 

Bee Rescued 
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T o “bee” resolved is to be determined, resolute, steadfast and 

firm. You want to become familiar with this “bee.” It will help 

you become a good leader, a good follower and a victorious Believ-

er. When I see a young man or woman with a zeal and a resolution 

to stand true in the midst of opposition, I admire them. Some have 

made this resolution but did not stick to it. If that is your case, all 

hope is not gone. Start over again. “Bee” resolved in your mind that 

you will accomplish something of value in this world. You will be-

come that special person who is pleasing to the Lord.  

  

If you are married or preparing for marriage, “bee” resolved to have 

a good marriage. Whether you are single or married, “bee” resolved 

to make the best out of life for you and others. I often hear people 

express their desire, especially in court, to do “what is the best in-

terest of the person involved.” Our whole vision should be not only 

to have a beautiful life for ourselves, but to seek the benefit of oth-

ers as well. “Bee” resolved to be an encouragement to others.  

  

I was meditating on the story of Jonathan‟s armor bearer. He was 

resolved to guard Jonathan and help him achieve his goal in what-

ever decision he made. “And his armourbearer said unto him, Do 

all that is in thine heart: turn thee; behold, I am with thee accord-

ing to thy heart” (I Samuel 14:7). Because someone cared, a great 

victory was won for Israel. When someone stands beside you in dif-

ficult times, it can strengthen you to persevere. There are times you 

need to “bee” resolved to stand with someone facing a hard situa-

tion. Heaven will assist you when you make this very important de-

cision. 

  

“Bee” resolved to serve only the Lord and none other. “Bee” re-

solved to obey the Biblical instructions given for your life. “Bee” 

resolved to pray for the needs of mankind all around you. What a 

wonderful “bee”! It will never leave a painful sting. 

September 21 

Bee Resolved 
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T o “bee” respectful is to hold another in high regard, to esteem 

and show respect toward all people and to treat with deference, 

honor and consideration. To “bee” respectful is to be courteous and 

considerate of the feelings of others. To “bee” respectful is to re-

spond politely to strangers and friends. You should “bee” respectful 

to those in authority over you. This generation has lost a lot of its 

respect toward others. In my travels across the USA, I have seen 

much disrespect, even between leaders. We, as Christians, must 

learn to “bee” respectful. No one ever reaches a position in life 

where they are no longer accountable for their conduct or have an 

excuse not to show respect to others, even those under them. Par-

ents need to “bee” respectful to their children and teach their chil-

dren to “bee” respectful toward them. Employers need to “bee” re-

spectful toward their employees if they desire to receive respect in 

return. However, we are responsible to “bee” respectful to others 

whether they respect us or not. 

  

You, perhaps, remember the story of Elisha who passed a group of 

children who mocked him “and said unto him, Go up, thou bald 

head; go up, thou bald head” (II Kings 2:23). Where did these chil-

dren learn to be disrespectful to a man of God? Whatever caused 

these children to behave as they did brought a tragedy that affected 

a number of families. Perhaps the parents had never learned to 

“bee” respectful toward leadership. “Bee” disrespectful stung them 

and their children with a very painful and lasting sting. Learn a les-

son from this tragedy and teach your children to “bee” respectful to 

leadership as well as to others. 

  

You should “bee” respectful to those around you. Your peers de-

serve your respect. We are all human and subject to mistakes. We 

need each other. Let us help one another instead of being critical. 

Learn to “bee” respectful. This “bee” will never leave a painful 

sting. 

September 22 

Bee Respectful 
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A ny successful individual has learned to take responsibility. It 

is your duty to “bee” responsible in the spiritual, as well as the 

natural world. A person who does not take responsibility does not 

understand his ability to “bee” responsible. People who take re-

sponsibility for their acts, behavior and mistakes are well on their 

way to becoming a success. Such individuals can be trusted. They 

are the ones who find good jobs and keep them. They understand a 

job that is not well done is not done. They are not satisfied with a 

“that‟s good enough” attitude. They refuse to blame others for their 

failures or lack of accomplishments. Jesus told a parable of the man 

with five talents. His lord told him, “Well done, thou good and 

faithful servant” (Matthew 25:21). This man took responsibility for 

his talents and was rewarded accordingly.  

  

People who choose to “bee” responsible are an asset at home, at 

church and in the work place. Responsible people become the lead-

ers in the community. They accomplish things others only hope to 

accomplish. They are a blessing wherever they go. “Bee” responsi-

ble. This “bee” will never leave a painful sting. 

 

 

“If you fail, admit it; 
Reset your goal and hit it.” 

 

September 23 

Bee Responsible 
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W hen King David was notified by the prophet Nathan that his 

sin had grieved God, he frantically cried out to the Lord, 

“Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit 

from me” (Psalm 51:11). When you fail the Lord, you often feel 

shame, remorse, fear and a sense of complete helplessness. You 

lose hope. David recognized how much his sin could cost him, yet 

he pled to the Lord for forgiveness. He saw his need to “bee” re-

stored and prayed, “Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and 

uphold me with thy free spirit” (Psalm 51:12).  

  

We all face times when we need to “bee” restored. It may be a bro-

ken relationship, a marriage or a commitment that needs to “bee” 

restored. We may need a restoration of love, faith, peace or joy. We 

may need to “bee” restored to our former walk with God.  

  

When Peter failed the Lord, he needed to “bee” restored. I am fasci-

nated by the words of Jesus to Mary as recorded in Mark 16:7: “But 

go your way, tell his disciples and Peter that he goeth before you 

into Galilee: there shall ye see him, as he said unto you.” I see the 

Lord‟s loving response after Peter‟s fall—tell the disciples “and 

Peter.” He wanted Peter to know he was forgiven and still included 

in His circle. 

  

There may be someone reading this who feels their hope of restora-

tion is gone. Remember how Peter responded after he failed the 

Lord; he wept bitterly. The Lord saw those tears of repentance and 

restored Peter back to the office of an apostle. When you truly re-

pent from the heart, the Lord is ready to bring restoration. He is still 

in the restoring business, so “bee” restored. This 

“bee” will never leave a painful sting! 

September 24 

Bee Restored 
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O ften in life, we become weary, discouraged and tired and need 

to “bee” revived. People who are facing difficulties in life of-

ten need to “bee” revived to grasp a new approach to life. The 

Psalmist made a very important appeal to the Lord in Psalm 85:6. 

“Wilt thou not revive us again,” he asked, “that thy people may re-

joice in thee?” He not only made the request to “bee” revived, but 

he gave the reason why he wanted to “bee” revived.  

  

Years ago, I was asked to speak at a church. According to their 

leaders, this church had lost the fire and desperately needed to 

“bee” revived. Through prayer and the preaching of the Word, that 

church had a great revival. 

  

You can help to revive yourself. Many scriptures are written to 

bring refreshment to your spirit and revival to your soul. One such 

scripture is found in Isaiah 3:10, “Say ye to the righteous, that it 

shall be well with him: for they shall eat the fruit of their doings.” 

Another lovely promise is written in Isaiah 26:3, “Thou wilt keep 

him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he 

trusteth in thee.” Verses like these help to lift your spirit and revive 

you. 

  

I believe many of the patriarchs of old needed to learn how to pray 

and put forth an effort to revive themselves before they could be a 

benefit to others who needed to “bee” revived. An evangelist who 

preaches a revival service must “bee” revived himself before he can 

help revive others. Since we all face pressures and have decisions to 

make on a regular basis, we should ask the Lord to revive us daily. 

For example, you could say, “Lord, this decision is rather difficult 

to make. I need to „bee‟ revived so I don‟t become discouraged or 

weary of the way.” “Bee” revived is a very important “bee” to have 

in your life. 

  

September 25 

Bee Revived 
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T hink right. Talk right. Act right. Treat your spouse right. Treat 

others right. Treat your family right. Treat your neighbor right. 

Draw the line. Right is right and wrong is wrong. Make a quality 

decision, “I will always do what is right.” Get on the right track and 

stay there. Make sure you are right. Remember, “The way of a fool 

is right in his own eyes...” (Proverbs 12:15). You cannot “bee” right 

until you know what the Scripture calls right. Study the Bible and 

do what it tells you to do. The Bible is always right.  

  

You can‟t go by feelings, “There is a way which seemeth right unto 

a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death” (Proverbs 14:12). 

If you are tempted to falsify a deal, ask yourself if it is the right 

thing to do. Is it right to cheat? Is it right to take advantage of oth-

ers? “Bee” right. Let your conscience rest in peace that all is well! 

 

 

“A trained mind can pick up great ideas.” 
 

September 26 

Bee Right 
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J ohn 7:38 explains how to “bee” rivers: “He that believeth on me, 

as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of 

living water” (John 7:38). It is interesting to note that Jesus didn‟t 

say “a river” would flow out of a Spirit-filled person; He said 

“rivers.” These rivers are probably referring to different areas in 

your life where you can be a blessing to others. You need to under-

stand that you are not the source of that river. The Holy Spirit will 

be working through you, causing these rivers to bring inspiration, 

comfort, help and strength to those in need. 

  

Rivers may be held back for a while by a dam or some other struc-

ture, but eventually some break forth again because their source 

didn‟t fail. There are some rivers, however, whose source can fail. 

There is a river not far from where we live that is called Dry River. 

It gets its name from the fact that it completely dries up during the 

heat of the summer. We, as the people of God, need to make sure 

that we keep the rivers flowing out of us in the midst of obstacles 

and hindrances.  

  

God wants us to “bee” rivers of blessing. This generation needs 

spiritual, mental and physical healing. It needs deliverance. It needs 

to be loosed from the bands of wickedness. Therefore, let us “bee” 

rivers that continue to flow year after year and bring nourishment 

and refreshment to our fellowman. 

September 27 

Bee Rivers 
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I n Paul‟s letter to the church at Ephesus, he wrote, “That Christ 

may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and 

grounded in love” (Ephesians 3:17). He desired that they all “bee” 

rooted and grounded in love. The fact is, this church that was once 

known for its love in the brotherhood lost much of that love. The 

Lord told John to write to the church of Ephesus: “Nevertheless I 

have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first 

love” (Revelation 2:4). They had lost their first love. That should be 

a warning to everyone. If the church of Ephesus had remained root-

ed and grounded in love, they wouldn‟t have lost that love. 

  

Jesus reminded us to “bee” rooted in the Scriptures. In the parable 

of the sower, He revealed what happens when you are not deeply 

rooted in the Word of God. He explained, they “...have no root in 

themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when affliction 

or persecution ariseth for the word’s sake, immediately they are 

offended” (Mark 4:17). When you are rooted in the Word, you can 

endure the afflictions, persecutions and temptations you face each 

day. To “bee” rooted is a decision you must make. It is when you 

are fully “Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as 

ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiv-

ing” (Colossians 2:7) that you can face life with triumph! You be-

come firmly settled and rooted in the things of the Lord. When you 

choose to “bee” rooted in the love of God, this “bee” will never 

leave a painful sting. 

September 28 

Bee Rooted 
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R omans 12:1 instructs, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by 

the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacri-

fice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” 

To “bee” sacrificial is to give yourself for a cause. Jesus stated what 

seems to be a paradox in Mark 8:35, “For whosoever will save his 

life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and 

the gospel’s, the same shall save it.” One cannot “bee” sacrificial 

without reaping benefits from voluntarily giving of one‟s self.  

  

John mentions the beautiful sacrificial love of God in I John 3:16: 

“Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life 

for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.” 

Throughout history, there have been heroes who chose to “bee” sac-

rificial and were ready to face difficult circumstances for the benefit 

of others. Although, some would lose their lives, they knew some-

one else would benefit from the choice they made. Many martyrs 

have voluntarily laid down their lives for the Lord Jesus Christ. I 

believe that God is well pleased with those who chose to “bee” sac-

rificial.  

  

Years ago, there was a poor family whom the father had deserted. 

The children scarcely had anything to eat. The mother was so sacri-

ficial that she would let herself go hungry to feed her children. To 

“bee” sacrificial is indeed a beautiful way of life that most people 

have never understood. Was it not Jesus who chose to “bee” sacrifi-

cial and give His life on Calvary to redeem us from our sins? That 

sacrificial gift was beautiful. Years later, we are still reaping bene-

fits from the One who gave His life that we may live.  

  

September 29 

Bee Sacrificial 
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I t seems most people misunderstand the word “saint.” They think 

it is referring to some super Christian who soared far above the 

normal in a quest for God. Some may say, “We will be saints in 

Heaven, but not here on the earth.” Beloved, if we are not saintly 

here, we will not be saints in Heaven. To “bee” saintly is simply to 

be Christ-like with an intimate relationship with the Almighty that 

supersedes the carnal way of pursuing God. Any born again child of 

God can “bee” saintly. In Paul‟s writings to the churches, he ad-

dressed the Ephesians as “the saints which are at Ephe-

sus” (Ephesians 1:1). He referred to the Romans as “called to be 

saints” (Romans 1:7). He also refers to those at Corinth as “called 

to be saints” (I Corinthians 1:2). To “bee” saintly is to exercise a 

Scriptural lifestyle and to walk before the Lord in holiness. “Bee” 

saintly. It is God‟s way.  

 

 

THE FANCY PRAYER 

 

The prayer that’s prayed  

With the perfect word, 

May be the prayer 

That is never heard. 

 
© Copyright 1978 Sunbeams of Inspiration 

September 30 

Bee Saintly 
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S ome people believe that sanctification is a mere separation 

from the world. It goes much deeper than that. To “bee” sancti-

fied is to be consecrated and to be suitable for the work God has 

called you to do. The Bible says that Jesus sanctified Himself. In 

other words, He was fully consecrated to His Heavenly Father. He 

prayed, “And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might 

be sanctified through the truth” (John 17:19). If Jesus needed to 

“bee” sanctified, how much more should you, as His follower, 

“bee” sanctified! When you are sanctified, you are no longer in 

charge of your life. You are no longer a part of the world but sancti-

fied unto the Lord.  

  

To “bee” sanctified is so important that the Bible explains how fam-

ily members can have a sanctifying effect upon each other: “For the 

unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving 

wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your children unclean; 

but now are they holy” (I Corinthians 7:14). According to this 

verse, it is extremely important to “bee” sanctified to the Lord be-

cause it affect others. Surely this “bee” will never leave a painful 

sting. 

 

October 1 

Bee Sanctified 


