March 27

T

Bee Disciplined

o “bee” disciplined is very important in a Believer‟s life. To
“bee” disciplined is to act upon knowledge or learning. Those
who are well disciplined learn to develop in self-control. They develop a characteristic of order and efficiency. They learn to submit
to authority. They have chosen to “bee” disciplined in word and
deed. Their mind, will and emotions are well disciplined.
A child who is disciplined according to the Biblical child training
learns the value of conducting his life in a proper manner: “The rod
and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his
mother to shame” (Proverbs 29:15). Many parents have been put to
shame because they neglected to properly discipline their children.
If your children have gone astray, repent of your neglect and pray
earnestly for the Lord to help discipline them and turn them around.
Over the years, I have seen glorious changes take place through
prayer. People who were once of out control were marvelously
changed.
It is not unusual for the Lord to discipline His children. According
to Hebrews 12:5-6, we are not to despise such chastisement, “My
son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when
thou art rebuked of him: For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth,
and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.” Verse 8 explains, “If
ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye
bastards, and not sons.” “Bee” disciplined if you need it. Praise the
Lord, you are a Son of God. Hallelujah!!!
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March 28

T

Bee Dissatisfied

here are times when it is good to be satisfied, but there also
comes a time to “bee” dissatisfied. You should “bee” dissatisfied with fruitless Christianity. I am very dissatisfied with a fruitless ministry, whether it be my own or that of others. I am dissatisfied that we, as Believers, have allowed multitudes to go to Hell.
This dissatisfaction has caused earnestness in my heart to pray for
lost souls and to spread the gospel message. I have been preaching
on the radio since 1988 and I am more excited today about reaching
the world than ever before.
You should “bee” dissatisfied with your lack of achievements, but
to remain dissatisfied is not productive. You must do more than
“bee” dissatisfied with past failures. You must increase your fruitfulness and become successful concerning spiritual things. Jesus
said, “Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so
shall ye be my disciples” (John 15:8). “Bee” dissatisfied will not
leave a painful sting when it inspires you to excel.

“More people say a prayer than pray a prayer.”
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Bee Disturbed

March 29

W

e are living in a time when we should “bee” disturbed by the
things we see happening around us on every hand. You
should “bee” disturbed because the Bible is being mocked, ridiculed and rejected. The moral decline and loss of truth in our land
should greatly disturb you. Jesus was disturbed when He saw how
the people defiled the temple: “And Jesus went into the temple of
God, and cast out all them that sold and bought in the temple, and
overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them
that sold doves, And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be
called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of
thieves” (Matthew 21:12-13). You should “bee” disturbed because
there are puppets in the pulpit instead of honest and courageous
leaders. Pastors are more interested in entertaining the people than
bringing them to a decision for Christ. We need men behind the
pulpit who call for dedication, commitment and courage to live
above the world‟s system.
Allow yourself to “bee” disturbed by the multitudes of unsaved
people who are heading for a Christ-less grave. I met a man while
handing out tracts one day. He was very disturbed because someone
was interrupting his life and trying to direct him toward the Lord.
He wanted to live his own life without anyone‟s assistance. Weeks
later, I was prompted to return to his house and talk with him again
about accepting the Lord. During the conversation, I learned he had
been brought up in a Christian home. Because he became very disturbed and was rather hostile toward me, I never revisited. Several
weeks later, I heard he had been killed. His father asked me,
“Aren‟t you the one who kept talking to my son about the Lord?
Unknown to you, after you talked with him the last time, he made a
change and began attending church regularly.” The first visit, he
was disturbed in a wrong manner. The last visit caused him to “bee”
disturbed in a good way. If you learn to “bee” disturbed for the lost
souls around you, this “bee” will never leave a painful sting.
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March 30

S

Bee Done

ome people make the comment, “I‟m done with sin. I‟m not
going to do that anymore.” However, it isn‟t long until they are
doing the same thing again. I‟ve heard people say they were done
with Christianity because they couldn‟t live in victory. They were
fed up with falling back into their past lifestyle. God desires to set
you free from sin and failure. When you are done with your way of
doing things, God will be able to operate in you and perfect those
things that have been holding you back. He will, “Make you perfect
in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for
ever and ever. Amen” (Hebrews 13:21).
Maybe, you feel like you‟re done. You‟re ready to give up. Things
are always going wrong in your life and you have completely lost
hope. There is good news. God is not done with you. He wants to
restore and help you. We need to listen to the buzz of “bee” done
when we feel like quitting. Instead of giving up, it will declare,
“I‟m done with failure. I‟m done with quitting. I‟m done getting
angry. I‟m done making mistakes.” When you choose to “bee” done
with your way and surrender to God‟s way, “bee” done will never
leave a painful sting.
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March 31

W

Bee Dynamite

hen dynamite is ignited, an explosion results. When you allow the Holy Spirit to arise within you, He gives you the
power to “bee” dynamite. I remember as a young boy, we had a
huge rock near our house that needed to be removed. The equipment we had could not move it so we decided to use dynamite. That
is how you need to remove hindrances, obstacles, backsets and discouragements from your life. The ignition of the Holy Spirit exploding within you will burst asunder the barriers which are holding
back victory. You will be empowered to do what normally would
have been impossible. Remember, Jesus said, “...If ye have faith as
a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove
hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be
impossible unto you” (Matthew 17:20).
When the disciples chose to “bee” dynamite, they raised the dead,
cast out devils and reigned with authority. When you choose to
“bee” dynamite, your life will be completely revolutionized. You
will live a joyful, victorious life full of meaning. Then, you will
have dynamite power to help others out of their troubles. “Bee” dynamite will never leave a painful sting.
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April 1

T

Bee Eager

o “bee” eager is to have great enthusiasm and zeal in pursuit of
something. It causes you to win in the face of opposition. To
“bee” eager helps to build faith when making your requests to the
Lord. It increases your expectation to receive. You expect good
things to happen. You expect to have a good day. You expect the
Lord to bless you. You expect His favor to rest upon you.
Some of our grandsons wanted to take me fishing on Lake Huron.
They hired a professional fishing guide for the day. To say we were
eager to get on with fishing would be a mild statement. What a day!
Not only did we get our limit, but we caught big fish.
“Bee” eager to obey the will, purpose and plan of God for your life.
“Bee” eager to win more souls for the Lord and tell others what the
Lord has done for you. “Bee” eager to accomplish something in life
that you have never accomplished. The next time you are asked to
do something new or to do a favor for someone, “bee” eager to do
it!
When you get up in the morning, think of how many opportunities
are before you. This may be your day to minister to someone who is
facing a problem. When you choose to “bee” eager, life can be a
tremendous blessing.
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April 2

I

Bee Early

n Psalm 63:1, the Psalmist recognized how important it is to
“bee” early, “O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my
soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty
land, where no water is.” Those who seek the Lord early will find
Him. Many people wait to seek the Lord until they are older or
more mature. The Lord is looking for people to serve Him at an early age. Ecclesiastes 12:1 states, “Remember now thy Creator in the
days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw
nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them.”
Wisdom is one of the greatest desires that a human can have. The
book of Proverbs tells us that wisdom must be sought early: “I love
them that love me; and those that seek me early shall find
me” (Proverbs 8:17). If you choose to “bee” early in searching for
wisdom, it will result in great reward. So, choose to “bee” early.
This “bee” will never leave a painful sting.

“To get a head start, start using your head.”
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April 3

T

Bee Eligible

o “bee” eligible is to say, “I am qualified,” or, “I am fit to be
chosen.” Some may be called to be missionaries or to do some
other important work for the Lord, but they don‟t meet the standards set forth by our Heavenly Father. You must come to the place
in life where you are eligible to step into the calling the Lord has
for you. Our Heavenly Father has given you the opportunity to excel, yet you may have to make changes in your life to “bee” eligible
for such promotion.
Esau was the firstborn son of Isaac. This qualified him to receive
the birthright, but his fleshly appetites got in the way and made him
no longer eligible to receive the birthright or the blessing from his
father. Because of this, his twin brother, Jacob, was able to deceive
their father and steal the blessing. The Lord couldn‟t protect the
blessing from being taken.
Many of God‟s children will never receive all the Lord has for them
because they haven‟t prepared themselves to “bee” eligible. Ask
yourself the question: “Would I „bee‟ eligible to receive all the
blessings the Lord has for me?”
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Bee Emotional

April 4

T

o “bee” emotional is a God-given trait, but caution must be
used not to become excessively emotional. Our Heavenly Father understands your emotions when you face great disappointment and sorrow or when you have been betrayed by someone you
dearly loved.
In the prophetic words of the Psalmist, you can hear an emotional
disturbance taking place: “Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I
trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against
me” (Psalm 41:9). This perhaps is a prophecy concerning Jesus who
would be betrayed by Judas, one of His beloved disciples. What a
good reason to “bee” emotional. A friend He trusted betrayed Him.
A friend He ate with had turned against Him.
You may “bee” emotional when your friends suffer the loss of a
loved one or when tragedy visits someone dear to you. When Jesus
was approaching the tomb of Lazarus, we see how He was moved
by his death. The following two words write volumes: “Jesus
wept” (John 11:35).
Heed the words of Solomon. There is “a time to weep, and a time to
laugh; a time to mourn...” (Ecclesiastes 3:4). There is a time to
“bee” emotional. When you are balanced in emotions, you will not
have an emotional breakdown. Emotions are in order, so weep
when you need to weep and laugh when you need to laugh, but
keep your emotions in balance.
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April 5

W

Bee Empowered

hy are so many Believers weak and powerless? Too many
cannot withstand the hardships that come their way from
day to day. The Lord God planned for His children to “bee” empowered and strong in Him. People who seek to “bee” empowered
are those who rise above others in accomplishments. They excel in
life because they are weaned from mediocrity. Troubles and hardships cannot stop them.
Many people never receive all the power of God available to them.
The Lord desires for us to “bee” empowered in every area of life. A
pastor, teacher or evangelist who is empowered to preach is anointed with the power of God to bring souls to the Lord. In fact, the
Lord has given every one of us power to win souls, “But ye shall
receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye
shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea,
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts
1:8). According to Deuteronomy 8:18, God has empowered us to
get wealth: “But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is
he that giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his
covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day.” Why be
powerless when you can “bee” empowered?
Anyone can choose to “bee” empowered by the Holy Spirit to do
the work the Lord has called them to do. To “bee” empowered is to
be stronger than your weakness. To “bee” empowered removes the
limitations that keep you from doing the impossible. To “bee” empowered is to have mountain moving faith and the ability to remove
obstacles and hindrances. To “bee” empowered is to defeat the
work of the devil and win every battle in life.
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April 6

H

Bee Encouraged

as something gone wrong in your life? Have you been misunderstood or misjudged? “Bee” encouraged. When David was
accused of not being a good leader in I Samuel 30:6, the Bible says,
“but David encouraged himself in the LORD his God.”
Mistakes and failures should not keep a person from reaching their
highest achievement. Make any necessary changes, but “bee” encouraged to rise to the top. Some of the greatest men and women in
the world have failed and failed, but in the end came through victorious. They learned to “bee” encouraged. They refused to sit around
pitying themselves. They refused to make excuses for their failures.
A number of years ago, there was a man who was sure he could
never accomplish anything in life. Everything he set his hand to do
failed. According to his own testimony, he said, “I had to change
my way of thinking. I had to think differently about myself. When I
did, the whole world changed around me.” Later, this man became
a successful businessman.
“Bee” encouraged to minister to the needs of others. Encourage
yourself to be a blessing to those around you. “Bee encouraged”
never leaves a painful sting.

- 101 -

April 7

T

Bee Endued

he disciples were instructed to wait in Jerusalem until they
were endued with power from on high: “And, behold, I send
the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high” (Luke 24:49).
What does it mean to “bee” endued? They were to be clothed and
empowered with the Holy Ghost. When the disciples were endued
with the power of the Holy Ghost, they were able to work miracles,
signs and wonders. Although some tell us the power passed away
with the apostles, they cannot support this belief with the Bible.
I believe we have lost a lot of power today and adjusted to a weaker
Christianity which lacks the ability to heal and deliver those in
need. We need to “bee” endued with the power of the Holy Ghost.
The Holy Ghost will give us the strength to overcome all temptations, trials and tests. As we press forward to “bee” endued with
power from on High, may God visit his people with the same Holy
Ghost power that was poured out on the early church. This “bee”
will never leave a painful sting.

“The difference between possible and impossible is
IM (I am) in the way.
When IM is removed, impossible becomes possible.”
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April 8

Bee Energetic

I

like to think of being energetic as having the energy to do something with zeal and determination. An energetic person is vigorous and full of ideas. He has a force to get a job done. He can do
that job in record time and do it well. He has energy to get up in the
morning with a dare to win. He has energy to accomplish something others are afraid to do. I am not suggesting foolishness, but
rather breaking free from the norm. The kind of energetic person I
am thinking of makes no excuses for not achieving his goal. If he
fails at one thing, he does another. If he falls, he won‟t stay down,
“For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again” (Proverbs
24:16). Troubles and backsets won‟t keep him down. He‟ll get up
and try, try again. When his energy level is low, his enthusiasm
shouts, “GO”!
I enjoy being around people who are energetic, don‟t you? I knew a
man, years ago, who was illiterate, yet he was a foreman in a big
company with many people working under his command. How did
he get to this place? He was an energetic young man who wanted to
accomplish something in life despite his limitations. This man became a great success—not because of his limitations, but because
he was energetic.
The energetic person energizes himself. When he is discouraged, he
encourages himself. When he wants to quit, the flame of hope causes him to strive for the top again. What a way to go! “Bee” energetic.
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April 9

W

Bee Energized

e all face times in life when we need to “bee” energized.
“Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young
men shall utterly fall” (Isaiah 40:30). These are the words of Isaiah
the prophet. In verse 31, he adds this marvelous promise: “But they
that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall
mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary;
and they shall walk, and not faint.” Things may happen in life that
have a tendency to drag you down or cause you to lose your energy.
You may face disappointment or backset that can affect you in a
negative way, but the promise remains, “they that wait upon the
Lord shall renew their strength.” This promise has helped many
people. Its lifting words can help you to overcome and encourage
you to lift others who may need to “bee” energized.
You can “bee” energized by daily reading Bible verses that encourage, strengthen and motivate. Fill your mind, mouth and heart with
powerful Bible verses like Philippians 3:13: “Brethren, I count not
myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting
those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things
which are before.” Pondering past failures can drag you down, but
Scriptures like this can help you “bee” energized.
Another thing that can help you “bee” energized is by reading
sound books by those who learned how to “bee” energized. You
can also “bee” energized by associating with people who have a
positive outlook in life. It is essential to learn how to “bee” energized so you can respond enthusiastically to difficult situations in
life. “Bee” energized. This “bee” is very essential in your daily life.
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Bee Enriched

April 10

T

he church at Corinth was not without problems as we observe
by reading Paul‟s letter to them. But in the beginning of his
letter to the Corinthians, he mentioned they were enriched by Jesus
Christ, “That in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all utterance,
and in all knowledge” (I Corinthians 1:5). What a compliment! In
his second epistle, he writes, “Being enriched in every thing to all
bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God” (II
Corinthians 9:11). Here, we see a glimpse of the riches of God‟s
grace. It‟s amazing how this church, with its weaknesses, could
draw from the rich streams of Heaven. Paul saw something in these
people that caused them to enjoy the riches of the kingdom of God.
They were coming out of their weaknesses into the strength of the
Lord and were being enriched by Him.
How would you like to “bee” enriched in everything? Wouldn‟t it
be great to have the abundant blessings of the Lord resting upon
you? You should desire to “bee” enriched, not only for your own
benefit, but also for the good of others. This is a quality everyone
should pursue.

“At the darkest times in life, God is still light.”
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April 11

E

Bee Enthusiastic

nthusiasm is contagious. When you are enthusiastic, not only
will you motivate others, but will boost yourself as well. To
“bee” enthusiastic is a choice. When you choose to “bee” enthusiastic, you will have a greater outlook in life. The troubles you face
will look smaller and less impossible to overcome when you remind
yourself to “bee” enthusiastic. If you desire to “bee” enthusiastic,
you need to think differently than the looser. You need to talk differently than those who are defeated. Winners like to be around
winners because they enthuse each other.
“Bee” enthusiastic about getting up in the morning and facing a
new day. “Bee” enthusiastic about the things you hope to accomplish today. “Bee” enthusiastic about what the Lord is doing in your
life and in the lives of your family and friends.
Apostle Paul had this testimony, “I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air” (I Corinthians
9:26). He wasn‟t wasting his energy. He had set out to win over all
the obstacles, hindrances and backsets in life. He had chosen to
“bee” enthusiastic. He overcame extremely difficult situations. If
Paul could do it, we can do it. “Bee” enthusiastic! This “bee” will
never leave a painful sting.
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April 12

H

Bee Epistles

ave you ever considered how many people may be watching
you—your manner of life, your speech, the way you dress, the
things you read and your overall characteristics? Whether you are
aware of it or not, you are a type of epistle being read by others.
Paul mentioned this in his letter to the Corinthians: “Ye are our
epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all men” (II Corinthians 3:2).
To “bee” epistles is to live so Scripturally correct that people will
recognize you are living according to the Bible. The Lord expects
you to be an example for others to follow. Your manner of life
should display no hypocrisy or falsehood. If you need to make correction, do it today. It is important to “bee” epistles for the kingdom
of Heaven.

“The can‟t-ers can‟t, but the can-ers can.”
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April 13

M

Bee Equipped

any people have traveled to the mission field unequipped.
They were not prepared for the situations they faced. They
were not trained how to use proper equipment. Training is important before you can fully learn to “bee” equipped. You need to
learn how to face difficult situations, how to operate in different
cultures and how to work with people who have different beliefs.
This will help you to be better equipped when going forth to do the
work of the kingdom.
Many are not using the full equipment the Lord has given them.
Ephesians 6:11 describes why you should “bee” equipped: “Put on
the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the
wiles of the devil.” The Lord has equipped His servants with the
mighty power of the Holy Ghost to fulfill the calling He placed upon them. He has equipped you with angelic hosts to minister to you
and establish you. The more you learn to cooperate with these Spirits, the better you will “bee” equipped to serve the Lord to the fullest. “Bee” equipped. This “bee” will never leave a painful sting.

“God has something I don‟t have.
I have something God doesn‟t have.
I have a problem.
God has the solution.”
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Bee Established

April 14

T

he book of Hebrews reminds us, “Be not carried about with
divers and strange doctrines. For it is a good thing that the
heart be established with grace” (Hebrews 13:9). When you choose
to “bee” established in grace, you will “bee” established in other
areas of life. To “bee” established is to be steadfast, to be fixed, not
wishy-washy, not one time up and another time down. Successful
teachers must “bee” established in the subjects they plan to teach.
Good businessmen must “bee” established in their line of business
or they will fail. A Christian must “bee” established in sound doctrine or he will be carried about by every wind of doctrine.
As a pastor, I think I can understand Paul‟s concern when he instructed the Romans. “I long to see you,” he says, “that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established” (Romans 1:11). Every true pastor desires to see his people
established in the Spirit and in the Word of Truth. Christians who
are established in spiritual things are led by the Spirit of God. They
know where they are going and are not easily discouraged. They are
a great asset to a confused and disturbed world.
To “bee” established in the negative sense can bring people to defeat. A person who is established in sorrow, grief or depression will
suffer with negative thoughts and actions. A person who is established in his mind that he is a born loser will be a loser until he
chooses to “bee” established in right thinking. No one is born to be
a loser. You can choose to “bee” established in becoming a success.
Years ago, a young man failed in everything he set his hands to do.
He told me, “I‟m a born loser.” I tried to encourage him otherwise,
but he remained negative. He was sure his family line was born to
fail. One day, he went to work for a businessman. He loved his job
and worked hard. He began to see that he had talent to do a job
well. A few years later, his boss retired and this same man, who had
- 109 -

thought he was a “born loser,” purchased the business and became
a great success. He chose to “bee” established in the positive instead of the negative.
Set a goal to “bee” established in your personal life, in your marriage, in your work place and in your relationships with others, at
home and abroad. When you are well established, you become stable, “steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord” (I Corinthians 15:58). It is important to “bee” established.

“If you look up, you stay up;
if you look down, you stay down.”
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Bee Eternal

April 15

N

othing in this life is as important as knowing you have eternal
life. In I John 5:13 we read, “that ye may know that ye have
eternal life.” What is more comforting or assuring than that verse?
To “bee” eternal is a decision you alone can make. The Bible instructs, “...lay hold on eternal life” (I Timothy 6:12). You need to
lay hold on it while you are here on earth. Eternal life is only promised to those who receive Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and
Savior. Paul explains what happens to a person after they receive
Jesus as Savior: “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new” (II Corinthians 5:17). According to this verse, those
who have eternal life no longer have the old lifestyle. Old things are
passed away. They are gone. They don‟t control you anymore. Jesus taught, “And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand” (John
10:28). That does not give you license to sin nor become careless in
your Christian life. Those with eternal life will live in accordance to
the will, plan and purpose of God and be backed by the Word of
God. They will live like they have eternal life.
I have witnessed the change in people whose lives had been very
wicked until they were transformed into the Kingdom of Light.
Their countenance, attitudes and habits were dramatically changed.
What happened in the internal began to show on the external.
On the day of judgment, you will not be asked what denomination
you joined nor the name of the church you attended, but rather, if
you have received eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ. Surely, “bee” eternal will never leave a painful sting.
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Bee Evangelistic

April 16

S

o many churches have lost their evangelistic outreach. Some
people feel they are too busy to evangelize. Others feel that
they cannot “bee” evangelistic because they are timid, backward,
uneducated, too young or too old. We have had enough excuses
over the years why Christians are losing their evangelistic outreach.
I believe it is time to prepare ourselves to “bee” evangelistic.
No matter who you are or where you live, you can “bee” evangelistic. To “bee” evangelistic is to help win people to the Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Whether you are at home, traveling or on a vacation, learn to “bee” evangelistic. To “bee” evangelistic does not
necessarily require a person to do some major thing, such as hold a
revival meeting or crusade or conduct a street meeting. For some
people, to “bee” evangelistic may be to just share the good things of
the Lord with others and to encourage people to give their lives to
the Lord Jesus Christ on a one to one basis. When you get up in the
morning, ask the Lord if there is someone He would like you to witness to today. Ask Him to lead you to that person. You may be surprised by how many doors of opportunity are opened.
A number of years ago, as I was entering a place of business, I saw
a woman painting a sign. She was doing an excellent job. I said to
her, “You must be an expert, painting signs of that caliber.” To my
surprise, she turned and faced me with an outburst. I knew something dramatic had happened in her life by her response. I asked, “Is
there something I could do to help you?” With that invitation, she
poured out her tale of woe and the Lord used me at that very unexpected place to minister to someone who was hurting.
Someone may be waiting for you to give them a word of courage
before they accept Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord. What an
opportunity! What a privilege! How rewarding it is to “bee” evangelistic!
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April 17

T

Bee Exact

o “bee” exact, you must have integrity. You do exactly what
you said you would do. The generation around us is not always
exact. They don‟t fulfill their commitments. A carpenter may not
finish his job exactly as promised. I spoke with a contractor who
builds large buildings. He said, “We are living in such a dishonest
world, I have to charge extra on my contracts to pay for lawyer fees
to sue big companies who will not fulfill their part of the contract.”
I have met people, over the years, who priced a job and honored
their contract even if they had underestimated their price. I have
also dealt with contractors who promised to build for an exact
amount of money, but in the end charged thousands of dollars more.
If you have a problem in this area, you can change by choosing to
“bee” exact. We need to listen to the buzz of “bee” exact when we
feel like compromising. Surely, this “bee” will never leave a painful
sting.

“To misquote a person is a major insult to integrity.”
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April 18

Y

Bee Exalted

ou sometimes hear people say it is wrong to “bee” exalted.
Not according to Scripture. As surprising as it may appear, the
Lord is not opposed to a person being exalted. He is against someone exalting himself. Jesus said, “Whosoever shall exalt himself
shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted” (Matthew 23:12). Who will exalt the humble? The Lord will
see to it that the humble are exalted. Peter writes, “Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt
you in due time” (I Peter 5:6). Go ahead and “bee” exalted, but never exalt yourself or you will surely be abased.
I have known people who were embarrassed when someone exalted
them. They acted as if they had committed a major sin. Let me say
again, it is not wrong to “bee” exalted, but it is wrong to exalt one‟s
self. Self exaltation is fostered with pride, which the Lord hates. If
you seek to “bee” exalted, you are satisfying your own ego. If you
daily walk in sincere humility, sooner or later, the Lord will exalt
you. The Lord greatly exalted King David. He exalted Daniel, Job,
Noah, Mordecai, Abraham and many others and He will exalt you
in due time if you humble yourself. Remember, don‟t seek to “bee”
exalted, but allow the Lord to honor you.
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Bee Excellent

April 19

T

he Bible says, “The righteous is more excellent than his neighbour” (Proverbs 12:26). This verse tells us that righteousness
causes a person to “bee” excellent. Daniel was a man with an excellent spirit. Note what the people saw in this righteous man, “Then
this Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king thought to set him
over the whole realm” (Daniel 6:3). Not only did people see the excellent spirit of Daniel, but God also recognized it. When the messenger of Heaven appeared to this righteous man, he said: “O man
greatly beloved, fear not: peace be unto thee, be strong, yea, be
strong” (Daniel 10:19).
In the gospel of Luke, Theophilus was referred to as an excellent
man, “It seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding
of all things from the very first, to write unto thee in order, most
excellent Theophilus” (Luke 1:3). Proverbs 17:27 says, “...A man of
understanding is of an excellent spirit.” What a goal—to “bee” excellent. If everyone chose to have an excellent spirit, how much difference it would make in our work place, in our homes, and in our
churches. Surely, this is a “bee” that will never leave a painful
sting!
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April 20

S

Bee Excited

omeone said excitement is shallow. I believe it is time for us to
“bee” excited. In spite of all the uncertainties, fears and doubts,
I‟m excited when I think about the future. We should “bee” excited
that the Lord is still leading us day by day, “The steps of a good
man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his
way” (Psalms 37:23). What an exciting thought!
The angels get excited when someone is redeemed: “I say unto you,
that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth,
more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance... Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the
angels of God over one sinner that repenteth” (Luke 15:7, 10). In
the same way, we should “bee” excited when someone gives their
heart to the Lord Jesus.
We should “bee” excited when the Lord answers our prayers in a
supernatural way. On one of our travels, we had an unusual experience. As our airplane was landing, it began to shake and parts were
strewn on the runway. In the midst of all the delays and hindrances,
the Lord answered our prayers, keeping us safe and helping us
reach our destination on time. I was excited when we safely reached
our final destination. What a mighty God we serve! Listen to the
buzzing of “bee” excited and respond to that precious “bee” which
will never leave a painful sting.
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Bee Excused

April 21

T

here are times in life you may need to “bee” excused. Unexpected situations may arise, causing the need for you to “bee”
excused from plans that were previously made.
I knew a man who had made arrangements to travel somewhere
with a friend. On the appointed day, this man received a phone call
that unexpectedly changed his plans. Immediately, he telephoned
his friend to let him know he would be unable to make the trip. It
was too late; there was no answer. He had already left for the meeting place. This man jumped into his car and drove the distance to
where he had promised to meet his friend. There, he explained the
situation and asked to “bee” excused from their plans. His friend
willingly consented to his legitimate request.
Sometimes people ask to “bee” excused without a legitimate reason. Jesus explained the danger of these excuses through a parable:
“And they all with one consent began to make excuse. The first said
unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go and
see it: I pray thee have me excused. And another said, I have
bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them: I pray thee have
me excused” (Luke 14:18-19). These people felt their plans were
more important than the plans of God. Their excuses prevented
them from receiving a tremendous blessing from the Lord. Be cautious. Make sure your excuses are justifiable.
The Bible records the story of a man who owed a large sum of
money to his master, but was unable to repay him. He pled with
him to “bee” excused from this terrible debt: “Theservant therefore
fell down, and worshipped him, saying, Lord, have patience with
me, and I will pay thee all. Then the lord of that servant was moved
with compassion, and loosed him, and forgave him
the debt” (Matthew 18:26-27). Because of this
man‟s humility, His master had mercy and excused him. “Bee” excused can be very helpful
when used correctly.
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April 22

T

Bee Expedient

o “bee” expedient is to do things that are beneficial and useful
to obtain the desired results or that are suitable to the circumstance or occasion. Paul writes in I Corinthians 10:23 “All things
are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: all things are
lawful for me, but all things edify not.”
There are some things in life that are permissible, but are not expedient for a winner. A winner will not flee from hard work. He will
persist in labor until the job is completed. An athlete will not allow
distractions to deter him from the goal. It may be lawful for him to
eat certain things or do things that others allow, but it would not
“bee” expedient if he desires to excel beyond the average. You
should apply the same perspective in your Christian life. Although
recreation and entertainment is not wrong, it may not “bee” expedient on a regular basis if you desire to be spiritually minded. The
distractions of the world should not hinder you from serving the
Lord wholeheartedly.
“Bee” expedient in every area of life and the Lord will show you
ways of reaching out into new territory and attaining a new level of
success. “Bee” expedient is still a very valuable “bee” that will never leave a painful sting.
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Bee Extraordinary

April 23

B

reak away from the norm. Why not? The world has seen
enough failure, sadness and discouragement. They need to see
someone rise on the scene who can shout the victory every day.
You can be that person. Start each day out right. Expect to accomplish something worthwhile. Make a firm, quality decision that you
will not be satisfied until you have done your best. “Bee” extraordinary and make a big difference in this world. Many are defeated,
but you can be a winner.
“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might”
(Ecclesiastes 9:10). If there is a job to do, do it, but do it with all
your might. If you are willing to step out beyond many of the mediocre Christians and “bee” extraordinary, the Lord will help you to
accomplish much more than you ever dreamed possible.
There are people who made a decision to do everything with their
might and the Lord blessed them abundantly. Many of the conveniences we enjoy came because someone chose to “bee” extraordinary, to invent something no one else thought of, to accomplish
something few thought could be accomplished. They were not born
with a winner‟s heart. They became winners because they chose to
“bee” extraordinary. People often think those who accomplish the
greatest things in life are great intellectual giants or that God gave
them supernatural talent to accomplish what they did. Who knows
the giant within you? Only you can determine the limitations in
your life. Past failures cannot keep you from becoming extraordinary. To “bee” extraordinary is a decision that you can make today.
If you have failed, start over again. Jesus said, “Nothing shall be
impossible unto you” (Matthew 17:20). Who is He talking to? He is
talking to you. This promise is not to just a few people, it is for
those who have made a decision to “bee” extraordinary. Such people can be a blessing to multitudes.
Are you willing to have this “bee” operating in
your life? Make up your mind to “bee” extraordinary.
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April 24

A

Bee Factual

s Christians, the Lord should be able to trust us to “bee” factual. The words you speak should contain no exaggeration, no
partial truth. The Bible instructs, “Provide things honest in the sight
of all men” (Romans 12:17). It is not easy to find a person you can
trust to “bee” factual. Much of what you hear is only partial truth.
Anything from the speech of a politician running for office to the
propaganda of the news media may only be part truth.
Rumors are usually not factual. They may contain a few facts, but
in general, they are exaggerated. I wrote a little verse that warns us
to beware of rumors:
A rumor’s like a snowball,
You roll it in the snow
And it isn’t very long
And it will really grow.
Someone starts a rumor,
Then adds a thing or two;
It’s a different story
By the time it gets to you.
So when you hear a rumor,
Search it through and through;
It may be just a rumor,
That isn’t even true.
It may be good to analyze what you hear. Is it fact or is it
someone‟s opinion? Is it fact or is it what someone imagined? It is
our responsibility, as Believers, to “bee” factual. This “bee” will
never leave a painful sting.
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J

Bee Faithful

April 25

esus said, “Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a
crown of life” (Revelation 2:10). You should strive to receive
that crown, but before you can obtain it, you must choose to “bee”
faithful. Paul admonished the church of Corinth: “Moreover it is
required in stewards, that a man be found faithful” (I Corinthians
4:2). Many people have calls on their lives to do something for the
Lord, but they have not been found faithful. When you choose to
“bee” faithful, you will be able to withstand every trial and test in
life. Your goal is not to please yourself, but to please the Lord. You
must choose to “bee” faithful to fulfill the work God has called you
to do.
An employer seeks for people who choose to “bee” faithful to the
work assigned to them and do their job well without murmuring
and disputing. Pastors are looking for people in the church whom
they can trust to fill certain positions. It is only those who choose to
“bee” faithful who are trustworthy.
A faithful person is a valuable person. It‟s all in your choice. You
can either choose to “bee” faithful or choose not to “bee” faithful.
One carries a great reward; the other does not. Choose, today, to
“bee” faithful.
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Bee Fascinated

April 26

T

here are so many things in life that should cause you to “bee”
fascinated. Who can help but “bee” fascinated when looking at
the Rocky Mountains soaring into the heavens or seeing the beauty
of Lake Louise? Most are fascinated when watching Niagara Falls
pour her millions of gallons of water over the cliff. Life, in itself, is
fascinating but it is even more fascinating for those who have accepted Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord and are walking in the will,
plan and purpose of God. The flowers seem to be brighter, the sky a
deeper blue and the sunshine more brilliant when you are led by the
Spirit of the Lord. Think of that—being led by the Spirit of the
Lord. God said, “The steps of a good man are ordered by the
LORD: and he delighteth in his way” (Psalm 37:23). Doesn‟t that
fascinate you?
The disciples couldn‟t help but “bee” fascinated when they saw Jesus heal the sick, raise the dead and cast out demons. You should
also “bee” fascinated when you see all the great things that the Lord
is doing in this day. I can‟t help but “bee” fascinated when I think
of Jesus, hanging on the cross to die for my sins and the sins of the
whole world. Yet I am more fascinated when remembering that Jesus didn‟t stay on the cross, He didn‟t stay in the grave, but has ascended to the Heavens and is seated on the right hand of the throne
of God. What a wonderful reason to “bee” fascinated! This “bee”
will never leave a painful sting.
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W

Bee Favored

April 27

hen the cruel hands of Joseph‟s brothers sold him to the
Egyptians, “bee” favored was there with him. The Lord was
with Joseph and he soon found great favor in the eyes of Potiphar.
When Potiphar saw the favor of the Lord resting upon this blameless young man, he gave him the authority over all his house. In
fact, “he left all that he had in Joseph's hand; and he knew not
ought he had, save the bread which he did eat. And Joseph was a
goodly person, and well favoured” (Genesis 39:6). Such favor was
upon Joseph because of choice. He met the conditions for the favor
of the Lord to rest upon him.
The same favor of the Lord rested upon Daniel [Belteshazzar], Hananiah [Shadrach], Mishael [Meshach], and Azariah [Abednego].
The king had assigned Ashpenaz to search his kingdom for
“Children in whom was no blemish, but well favoured, and skilful
in all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had ability in them to stand in the king's palace,
and whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of the
Chaldeans” (Daniel 1:4). Why did these young men meet those
high qualifications? What made them shine out above others even
though they were carried away from their home into the land of
captivity? They chose to be different than other young people of
their day. Even in captivity, the favor of God was upon them.
Esther was another young person upon whom the Lord could place
His favor and blessing: “And the king loved Esther above all the
women, and she obtained grace and favour in his sight more than
all the virgins; so that he set the royal crown upon her head, and
made her queen instead of Vashti” (Esther 2:17).
When the angel Gabriel appeared to the young virgin, Mary, he proclaimed, “Hail, thou that art highly favored, the Lord is with thee:
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blessed art thou among women” (Luke 1:28). Not just favored—
highly favored. This young girl walked in the favor of the Lord because she chose to live a life that was well-pleasing in the sight of
the Lord. Choose to “bee” favored. Surely, this “bee” will never
leave a painful sting!
GOD SEES IT ALL
How sweet it is to trust
In confidence and love
That God sees down below
As well as up above.
And every storm that comes
Shall not escape His eyes
In sorrow, pain or death
He hears His children’s cries.
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Bee Fearless

April 28

A

person may be ever so intelligent, educated and sophisticated
but still struggle with fear. Most deal with fear some time in
life. Job (whom God called a perfect and upright man in his generation) cried out in anguish, “For the thing which I greatly feared is
come upon me, and that which I was afraid of is come unto
me” (Job 3:25). This should be a warning not to keep company with
fear.
For you to “bee” fearless, you must first understand that God did
not give you the spirit of fear: “For God hath not given us the spirit
of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind” (II Timothy
1:7). This kind of fear is negative. Since God gave you a sound
mind instead of fear, you must change your thinking. Instead of
meditating upon fearful thoughts, choose to “bee” fearless. The Bible tells us not to be afraid, even in troubled times, “He shall not be
afraid of evil tidings: his heart is fixed, trusting in the
LORD” (Psalm 112:7). To “bee” fearless is to be fixed, trusting in
the Lord.
The Psalmist gives a clear and encouraging testimony of what happens when a person is fearless: “The LORD is on my side; I will not
fear: what can man do unto me?” (Psalm 118:6). Again, Psalm 3:6
has this powerful testimony, “I will not be afraid of ten thousands
of people, that have set themselves against me round about.” Isaiah
also gave a marvelous testimony when he said, “Behold, God is my
salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for the LORD JEHOVAH
is my strength and my song; he also is become my salvation” (Isaiah 12:2). As these patriarchs were successful in overcoming the spirit of fear, you can do the same. The Bible gives you the
key how to overcome in I John 4:18. “There is no fear in love,” he
says, “but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment.”
He then gives the reason why many are struggling with fear: “He
that feareth is not made perfect in love.” If you are plagued with
- 125 -

fear, examine your love toward God and man.
Although the Bible warns, “The fear of man bringeth a
snare” (Proverbs 29:25), it also commands us to have the fear of
God. Ecclesiastes 12:13 explains why you are to fear the Lord: “Let
us hear the conclusion of the whole matter.” What is the conclusion? “Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole
duty of man.” You are to fear God but not man. You are to fear God
but not troubles. The fear of God is not a tormenting spirit. Rather,
the fear of the Lord brings confidence and trust. When you fear the
Lord, you will not live in sin. Therefore, “bee” fearless toward man,
but be filled with the fear of the Lord.

“Fear is negative faith and faith is positive faith.
Frighten fear with cheer.”
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Bee Fed

April 29

W

ouldn‟t it have been a delight to “bee” fed by the loaves and
fishes Jesus multiplied? Yet, Jesus rebuked those who followed Him only for the loaves and fishes: “Verily, verily, I say unto
you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye
did eat of the loaves, and were filled” (John 6:26). How disappointing it must have been to the Lord to realize that some of His followers were more interested in natural food than spiritual. Natural food
is good and necessary, but Matthew 4:4 says, “...Man shall not live
by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth
of God.”
What a difference it would make if all Believers had a longing for
the deeper things of God. The Lord desires for us to “bee” fed
strong meat, but few can enjoy such a spiritual diet. Why? “But
strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who
by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good
and evil” (Hebrews 5:14). Paul challenged the church at Corinth
because he was unable to feed them the meat of the Word. I can almost hear his lamenting words, “I have fed you with milk, and not
with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now
are ye able” (I Corinthians 3:2). Faithful church leaders want to see
their people grow up so they can be partakers of the deeper things
of Heaven. Too many are satisfied with less than the best Heaven
has to offer.
You need to “bee” fed so you can feed others. You need to “bee”
fed Heavenly manna so you can reach a world that has lost the way.
When you choose to “bee” fed with spiritual things, this “bee” will
not leave a painful sting.
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April 30

Y

Bee Fertile

ears ago, my wife and I bought a farm. After unsuccessful attempts to produce crops in one of the fields, we were told
someone had removed topsoil from the land. All that remained was
unproductive subsoil. Even attempting to plant grass for pasture
was futile. We concluded the field would never produce anything
because it was not fertile.
Some people are as infertile as our land. They try to do things to
please God, but their heart is not fertile soil for the Word of God to
take root. They read the Bible and try to live a fruit bearing life, but
have an unproductive heart, filled with carnality, animosity, greed
or an angry disposition toward others. When their faith is tested,
they have nothing to help them overcome because their heart is not
established on a firm foundation.
The Heavenly Father expects you to “bee” fertile and productive in
all that you do. Ecclesiastes 9:10 explains one way to “bee” fertile:
“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might….” You
must put forth an effort to “bee” fertile. Help encourage those
around you to “bee” fertile and fruit bearing in the things of God:
“But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth
the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty” (Matthew
13:23). “Bee” fertile in the Word of God. This “bee” will never
leave a painful sting.
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Bee Fervent

May 1

T

he Bible instructs to “bee” “fervent in spirit” (Romans 12:11).
When you are fervent in spirit, you have the zeal and enthusiasm to accomplish that which would otherwise be left undone.
When you choose to “bee” fervent, your prayer life takes on new
meaning. James reminds us, “The effectual fervent prayer of a
righteous man availeth much” (James 5:16). To “bee” fervent
means to be earnest. When you are fervent, you will not give up
when the way is hard nor quit when under test.
In Peter‟s writings to the church, he penned some powerful words,
“And above all things have fervent charity [love] among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins” (I Peter 4:8).
Wouldn‟t our relationships with others be so much better if we
chose to “bee” fervent in the area of charity? Marriages would become a blessing instead of a war zone. Our work place would be
more pleasant. To “bee” fervent in charity is a “bee” that would
never leave a painful sting.

“Enthusiasm hates laziness;
laziness hates enthusiasm.”
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May 2

Bee Filled

T

he Bible admonishes you to “bee” filled with God. What a
marvelous possibility! Think of this, “And to know the love of
Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the
fullness of God” (Ephesians 3:19). To “bee” filled with God is to
“bee” filled with His love because “God is love” (I John 4:8). You
can “bee” filled with His joy because He has given you His joy,
“These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in
you, and that your joy might be full”(John 15:11). You can “bee”
filled with His peace for He said, “Peace I leave with you, my peace
I give unto you” (John 14:27). He wants you to “bee” filled with
His holiness “Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy” (I Peter 1:16). To “bee” filled with God removes the limitations that
would hinder you. Jesus said, “nothing shall be impossible unto
you”(Matthew 17:20).
To “bee” filled with God is to “bee” filled with the Holy Spirit. To
“bee” filled with the Spirit is to “bee” filled with the fruit of the
Spirit, for it is written, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance:
against such there is no law” (Galatians 5:22-23). What a marvelous list of Heavenly qualities! What would this world be like if we
were all filled with the fruit of the Spirit? Even our marriages
would be filled with love and romance.
If you are filled with the fullness of God, you will “bee” filled with
hope, enthusiasm, zeal and blessed expectation instead of fear and
worry. You will “bee” filled with joy, praise and thanksgiving every day. Listen to these words once again, “be filled with all the fullness of God” (Ephesians 3:19). When you are filled with His fullness, this “bee” will never leave a painful sting.
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May 3

Bee Finished

I

t may be easy to start something, but hard to finish what was
started. King Saul started out right. He had the right motives. He
purposed to be a good king of Israel, but when he lost sight of the
Lord, his life ended in disaster. You need not be a failure in what
the Lord calls you to do. Jesus is “the author and finisher of our
faith” (Hebrews 12:2). What He authors, He will help you finish if
you put forth an effort to do your part.
To “bee” finished is a choice. Paul made that choice. In his letter to
Timothy, he testified, “I have finished my course, I have kept the
faith” (II Timothy 4:7). It is after the finish line that the rewards are
given. To “bee” finished at the end of life is a great accomplishment. Jesus told His followers, “My meat is to do the will of him
that sent me, and to finish his work” (John 4:34). Later, in His High
Priestly prayer, He testified, “I have finished the work which thou
gavest me to do” (John 17:4). What a goal—to “bee” finished. Surely, this “bee” will never leave a painful sting!

“You need to quit quitting.”
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Bee Firm

T

May 4

here are times in life when you must “bee” firm. You need to
“bee” firm in your commitments to the Lord and others. You
need to “bee” firm in standing for the right. You need to “bee” firm
in integrity. You need to “bee” firm in your relationship with
Christ. There should be no possibility of turning back, no halfhearted Christianity. Hebrews 3:6 says, “...hold fast the confidence
and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end.” If you are firm in
what you believe, you will not be easily sidetracked. Ephesians
4:14 states, “That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and
fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine.” If you don‟t
make a decision to “bee” firm, you may be led astray by deceivers.
“Bee” firm is a very important “bee” to follow, so “bee” firm in
your commitments and decisions.

“Backsets are less painful and
discouraging when you remain motivated.”
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May 5

Bee Fixed

T

o “bee” fixed on the Lord is a safe and secure place. The
Psalmist knew what it meant to “bee” fixed. In Psalm 57:7 he
testified, “My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed: I will sing
and give praise.” When your heart is fixed on the Lord, you need
not be afraid but can trust in Him. Listen to these comforting words
from Psalm 112:7, “He shall not be afraid of evil tidings: his heart
is fixed, trusting in the LORD.” It is your only secure resting place.
In troubled times, you can rest in the shelter of the Almighty. It is a
place where you can be free from the fears that surround you on
every side. You can have a calm resting place near to the heart of
God.
How often we bear unnecessary concerns and worries because we
have not learned to “bee” fixed on the Lord. The Lord desires to
protect and care for you. There is victory in, “Casting all your care
upon him; for he careth for you” (I Peter 5:7). To “bee” fixed is a
choice. If you choose to “bee” fixed on the Lord, you won‟t “bee”
fixed on things that rob you of a beautiful day.
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Bee Flawless

May 6

Y

ou hear people say, “No one can „bee‟ flawless; we all make
mistakes and we all fail.” The Bible does say in Romans 3:23,
“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God,” but it
doesn‟t tell you to stay in that condition. Daniel was a man in
whom no fault was found. His enemies searched for any weakness:
“Then said these men, We shall not find any occasion against this
Daniel, except we find it against him concerning the law of his
God” (Daniel 6:5). In other words, Daniel was flawless. How did he
become that way? He made a choice. You will never become flawless without a desire and a quality decision to strive for perfection.
David was another patriarch who had a testimony of being flawless.
This is recorded in I Samuel 29:3: “Achish said unto the princes of
the Philistines, Is not this David, the servant of Saul the king of Israel, which hath been with me these days, or these years, and I have
found no fault in him since he fell unto me unto this day?” That
sounds like David had become flawless. I am not suggesting that he
reached a place of sinless perfection. He was still dwelling in flesh
and blood, but he appeared flawless to Achish. Let‟s take the challenge; strive to “bee” flawless. “Bee” flawless will never leave a
painful sting! Amen?

- 134 -

May 7

Bee Flexible

Y

ou will face times in your life when you need to “bee” flexible. To “bee” flexible sometimes means to submit to another
person‟s ideas. Ephesians 5:21 says, “Submitting yourselves one to
another in the fear of God.” You may need to change your way of
doing something because someone else has a better plan. There may
be times when you feel your way is best, but you can adjust your
ways to please others if their way is not wrong. Being flexible does
not mean giving in to wrong or allowing someone to unduly take
advantage of you.
When a person is flexible, they can adjust to circumstances and situations that may not be favorable. A flexible person can move into
another area or find a different occupation and still be content.
Learn to be like a plant. If it is not flexible on a windy day, it will
break. We would have a lot less trouble in our churches if we could
all learn to cooperate with this very important “bee”—“bee” flexible.

“They say the wise man changes his mind, but the
man who doesn‟t have to change his mind is wiser still.”
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Bee Flowing

May 8

J

esus made a remarkable statement that should affect everyone,
“He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his
belly [heart] shall flow rivers of living water” (John 7:38). Out of
your innermost being should flow rivers of living water. Not one
river; not a mere creek—rivers. Those rivers should “bee” flowing
out of you at all times. It will give you the ability to help those who
need encouragement and guidance.
The fruit of the Spirit should also “bee” flowing out of you, “The
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith Meekness, temperance” (Galatians 5:22-23). What a
difference you could make in your lifetime with the fruit of the
Spirit manifesting in you day by day, week by week, year by year.
You should “bee” flowing in daily worship, praise and thanksgiving
to your Heavenly Father for all the precious things you enjoy in life.
Ephesians 5:19 instructs, “Speaking to yourselves in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your
heart to the Lord.” When that sweet and heartfelt melody flows toward the throne room, the Lord will bless you abundantly. So,
“bee” flowing! This “bee” will never leave a painful sting.
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Bee Focused

I

t is important to “bee” focused on right things. If you focus your
attention on the negative, your response will be negative. If you
choose to “bee” focused on positive things, you will have more positive possibilities. The Scriptures instruct, “Looking unto Jesus the
author and finisher of our faith” (Hebrews 12:2). Your daily life
should always “bee” focused upon your Savior and the things He
has done for you. If you are facing depressing circumstances, focus
instead on Jesus. He will help you win great victories.
“Bee” focused on what you want to accomplish in life. The apostle
Paul mentioned in Philippians 3:13-14 that he needed to “bee” focused on the future. He said, “But this one thing I do, forgetting
those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things
which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus.” The book of Hebrews describes
how the patriarchs of old focused on the future. They understood
their stay on earth was only temporary, “But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly” (Hebrews 11:16). When you are
focused on Heavenly things instead of what you see around you in
the natural, “bee” focused will never leave a painful sting.

- 137 -

Bee Followed

May 10

P

eople are always looking for someone to follow. Jesus was a
man who could “bee” followed. I Peter 2:21 says, “For even
hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps.” Apostle Paul
was confident he could safely “bee” followed. He told the Corinthians, “Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me” (I Corinthians 4:16). This verse reveals Paul‟s unwavering walk with the Lord.
In II Thessalonians 3:7, we see why he could so boldly encourage
his churches to follow him. “For yourselves know,” he reminded
them, “how ye ought to follow us: for we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you.”
All leaders should be safe to follow. This is especially true of a father in the home or a leader in the church. A good father considers
it his God-given responsibility to make sure his children can safely
follow him. A church leader should be able to instruct his people,
“Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ” (I Corinthians
11:1). Hebrews 13:7 tells us, “Remember them which have the rule
over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith
follow, considering the end of their conversation.” This verse is describing leaders whose faith can “bee” followed. Such examples are
greatly needed in this generation. You should be the kind of living
epistle that can always “bee” followed.
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Y

Bee Forbearing

ou need to “bee” forbearing, understanding and considerate of
those around you. Colossians 3:13 instructs, “….Forbearing
one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel
against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.” You may
not always understand others. There may be times you silently
question their actions or decisions because of your own ideas of
how things should be done. Ephesians 4:2 counsels us how to work
together: “With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love.” Sometimes, you need to admit that
you are wrong and another person‟s way is better. It may not be
easy, but in the end, it is very rewarding. There were times I couldn‟t understand another person‟s actions, but I chose to “bee” forbearing and didn‟t respond. The more I associated with that person,
the more I understood their decisions. When you learn to “bee” forbearing with others, your differences can be settled peaceably.
“Bee” forbearing is a precious “bee” that will never leave a painful
sting.

“Put other‟s failures on the shelf;
Point the finger at yourself.”
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Bee Forceful
S

May 12

ome things require a forceful mentality instead of a “hope-so”
mentality. To “bee” forceful is not to be domineering, controlling or obnoxious but to courageously fight the battles of life. You
should “bee” forceful when you are ready to quit, give up or conclude that you are defeated. Jesus told us that the kingdom of Heaven would suffer violence. He speaks of a group of enforcers that
would change defeat to victory: “And from the days of John the
Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the
violent take it by force” (Matthew 11:12). You should “bee” forceful when breaking down those barriers that are holding you back.
Don‟t let anything stop you. “Bee” forceful is a very important
“bee.” This “bee,” when used correctly, will help you win great victories.

“Never shirk from hard work.”
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W

Bee Forewarned

hile traveling through one of the mid-western states, we
passed a flashing sign advising travelers to tune in to the
weather station for an urgent message. We were warned that severe
storms and tornadoes were active to the north. To “bee” forewarned
gave us an alertness to be careful as we headed in the direction of
possible danger.
There are many areas in life where we need to “bee” forewarned.
We need to “bee” forewarned that sin is dangerous and will separate us from God. We also need to “bee” forewarned that certain
things are an abomination to the Lord. Among those abominations
is “he that soweth discord among brethren” (Proverbs 6:19). To
sow discord means to stir up strife or contention among brethren.
This is a problem in some areas, so we need to “bee” forewarned to
avoid becoming involved in this wrong. We are called to live in
peace. The God of peace will help us avoid any kind of strife in our
homes, churches or workplaces. The Bible also forewarns us that,
“Perilous times shall come” (II Timothy 3:1). Here, we are forewarned that a time is coming that can be deceptive and harmful to
us. We must take heed to this warning to avoid being snared.
The Holy Spirit will often forewarn us of danger or trouble. Many
have testified, over the years, how the Spirit forewarned them of
something. By heeding that warning, they were delivered from a
major disaster. Once, while walking with our sons along a path near
a lake, I picked up in my spirit that something was wrong. I stopped
and told them a poisonous snake was lying somewhere near. We
found the snake lying right along the path we were walking on.
Thank God, we can “bee” forewarned. This “bee” will
never leave a painful sting.
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Bee Forgetful

May 14

M

emory can be a precious thing, but memory can also be very
destructive and harmful. Learn to “bee” forgetful of those
things which stir bad memories. “Bee” forgetful of the injuries
caused by careless words or thoughtless acts. “Bee” forgetful of the
loss of dreams which caused you discouragement and perplexity.
“Bee” forgetful of your failures in pursuing accomplishments. Life
can be full of trials and tests, but if you major on them, you will be
greatly hindered. Life can also be filled with expectation, joy and
marvelous hope because we serve a miracle working God. “Bee”
forgetful of the failures of the past. Rise up and face the future with
expectation, faith and confidence in your Heavenly Father.
If you choose to “bee” forgetful of all the bad memories of the past,
your future can radiate with the beauty of the Lord and you can go
forth in constant victory. Paul said in Philippians 3:13-14,
“Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one
thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching
forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark
for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” Take his
advice and “bee” forgetful of things that you should not store in
your memory. When you learn to “bee” forgetful, you can set your
face like flint to the future and become a true winner.
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Bee Forgiving

May 15

S

ome Christians are in confusion and turmoil because they have
never learned to “bee” forgiving. Colossians 3:13 says,
“Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man
have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do
ye.” To “bee” forgiving is Christ-like. You do not forgive others
because they deserve it; you forgive others because Christ has forgiven you. When you learn to forgive those who injured you, it releases you from the pain of that experience. Peace and joy follow
such forgiveness.
Those who do not forgive until asked suffer many painful hours of
unnecessary torment. Jesus spoke some very strong words in Matthew 18:35, “So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto
you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their
trespasses.” In the verses prior to this, Jesus spoke about the tormentors who harassed those who refused to forgive. “Bee” forgiving at all times. This will help you to live free from the agony of an
unforgiving spirit.
A lady once told me she couldn‟t forgive a person who injured her.
I said, “Oh, yes, you can. It is God‟s way. You can do anything
God tells you to do.” When she finally chose to forgive, she began
to rejoice because she was free at last. Jesus said, “For if ye forgive
men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:
But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father
forgive your trespasses” (Matthew 6:14-15). Unforgiveness brings
people into bondage. “Bee” forgiving and be free. “Bee” forgiving
is a wonderful “bee” which never leaves a painful sting.
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Bee Fortified

May 16

T

o “bee” fortified is to be strengthened against attack. If there
ever was a time for the people of God to “bee” fortified against
the enemies of the cross, it is now. Job met the qualifications to
“bee” fortified by the Lord. The devil recognized this protection
and questioned God, “Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and
about his house, and about all that he hath on every side” (Job
1:10). Yes, God had set a hedge (fort) around Job. Because of his
decision to be righteous, the Lord was protecting him.
You should also choose to “bee” fortified. Your home should “bee”
fortified to protect yourself and your children from invasion. Unless
you choose to “bee” fortified, you could easily fall into the hands of
your enemies. Our churches should “bee” fortified to avoid the entrance of wolves that would destroy the sheep. Therefore, “bee” fortified. This “bee” will never leave a painful sting.
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Bee Free

May 17

W

hat is a greater blessing than to know you are free? Jesus
said it is the knowledge of the truth that makes man free,
“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you
free” (John 8:32). Then, a few verses later, He spoke that precious
promise, “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free
indeed” (Verse 36). The Son makes you free from anything that has
you bound. For some, it may be a bad habit, a marriage problem, a
bad temper, a swearing problem or an addiction. For others, it may
be a dishonest heart, a slandering or lying tongue, guilt and condemnation, evil thought patterns or anything that is keeping someone bound. If you want to “bee” free, you can. Ask the Lord to help
you “bee” free. What a joy to “bee” free at last!

“Speak to the mountain about God instead of
speaking to God about the mountain.”
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Bee Friendly

I

May 18

like to associate with friendly people, don‟t you? The Bible explains, “A man that hath friends must show himself friendly: and
there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother” (Proverbs
18:24). To “bee” friendly is a choice. To “bee” friendly is to be
kind, helpful, sympathetic, supportive and ready to be a friend to
others. You should “bee” friendly toward your neighbors, colaborers, family members and everyone you meet. I have personally
met people who had a notable, friendly character. To “bee” friendly
comes naturally to some, while others must put forth more effort to
“bee” friendly; but everyone can choose to “bee” friendly. Start today. You may meet someone who needs a friendly touch. “Bee”
friendly will never leave a painful sting!
A FRIEND
I always like a fellow
That’s a friendly sort of guy;
Who can still shake hands and love you
When you don’t see wye to eye:
You can talk the matter over,
Disagree—he’s still a friend;
We just smile and change the subject
With no bruises left to mend.
Published in Creative Review 1977
© Copyright Daniel D. Rodes
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Bee Friends

May 19

F

riendship is precious. Working together with friendly, honest,
loving people can be rewarding and pleasant. What a blessing
to have a good, faithful, understanding friend!
Marriage is a place where friendship is important. My wife, Esther,
and I were married for over fifty years. Not only were we a husband
and wife team, we were the best of friends. That loving friendship
became more meaningful each year. Proverbs 17:17 tells us, “A
friend loveth at all times.” How beautiful it is to “bee” friends.
Did you know you are to even treat your enemies as if they were
your friends? Matthew 5:44 instructs: “But I say unto you, Love
your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate
you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute
you.” As you follow the guidelines of this verse, you may find your
enemies becoming your friends. There are some persecuted Christians who chose to show forgiveness and kindness toward their enemies. Later, those enemies became their friends instead of foes. To
“bee” friends is surely a “bee” that will never leave a painful sting.

“Love will keep a multitude of friends.”
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Bee Fruit Bearing

T

he Lord expects you to be a fruit bearing Christian: “Every
branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every
branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more
fruit” (John 15:2). He removes those things in your life that are
nonproductive so you will “bee” fruit bearing. A gardener will do
everything in his power to cause his fruit trees to produce. He
prunes, purges and fertilizes them. Imagine the gardener walking
through his orchard. What joy he experiences as he sees every tree
bearing fruit. Suppose one of the trees doesn‟t produce. Can you
feel his disappointment? Jesus tells a parable: “A certain man had a
fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came and sought fruit thereon, and found none. Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard,
Behold, these three years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and
find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground?” (Luke 13:67). Notice how the vinedresser responded, “...let it alone this year
also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it: And if it bear fruit, well:
and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down” (Verses 8-9).
Many people are like this parable. God is giving them another
chance to “bee” fruit bearing before He cuts them off. As a Believer, you must “bee” fruit bearing; it‟s God‟s way!
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Bee Fruitful

Y

May 21

our fruit reveals the type of person you are. Jesus said,
“Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.” (Matthew
7:20). People should be able to recognize that you are a Christian
by your fruit. There are a number of ways that you, as a Christian,
can “bee” fruitful. One is mentioned in II Peter 1:8, “For if these
things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Another way to “bee” fruitful is to have the fruit of the Spirit manifesting in every area of life. You also should “bee” fruitful in soul
winning and ministering to the needs of others. To be a fruitful
Christian is to be holy, righteous and doing the works of the kingdom: “That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of
God” (Colossians 1:10). When you are fruitful in the things of God,
“bee” fruitful will never leave a painful sting.

“I‟ll try is not enough;
I will is better still.”
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Bee Full

May 22

O

ur Heavenly Father desires and plans for His people to experience the fullness of God, the fullness of Christ Jesus and the
fullness of the Holy Spirit. Ponder this promise from Ephesians
3:19: “...that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.” In chapter four of the same book, there is another challenging scripture:
“Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of
the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature
of the fulness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:13). These marvelous promises are not just for a few chosen people. The words, “we all,” include all of God‟s faithful children. Now, turn the page in your Bible to chapter five and seize this promise: “And be not drunk with
wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit” (Ephesians
5:18). If you are part of the body of Christ, you should enjoy the
fullness of all He offers, “Which is his body, the fulness of him that
filleth all in all” (Ephesians 1:23). What a gracious church we
would have if all people chose to “bee” full!
We should seek to “bee” full of the joy of the Lord. Not just the
temporal joy that floats up and down like a see-saw, but the kind of
joy Jesus said would remain. John 15:11 tells us, “These things
have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that
your joy might be full.” This is more than fantasy; it is an actual
possibility. In fact, this God-given joy should become a way of life:
“Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; thou shalt make me
full of joy with thy countenance” (Acts 2:28).
The ability to “bee” full of Heaven is waiting for you. When you
are full of God and His Word, it is like sweet honey to your soul,
“More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold:
sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb” (Psalm 19:10). The
honey made by “bee” full is sweet. This “bee” will never leave a
painful sting.
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Bee Fun

May 23

L

ife can “bee” fun and is fun to those who refuse to be discouraged and perplexed about the uncertainty of tomorrow. This
fun is not some shallow emotional experience, but rather a mature
fun that comes from walking in the ways of the Lord. If you are discouraged, perplexed and downcast, maybe you should ask the question found in Psalm 42:5, “Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and
why art thou disquieted in me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet
praise him for the help of his countenance.”
Life is meant to “bee” fun. Parents should establish an atmosphere
of fun in their homes. A place where their children can enjoy life.
This does not mean engaging in foolishness or always playing
games, but creating a cheerful, pleasant environment.
I have friends who are fun. They have pleasant, encouraging characteristics that fill the whole atmosphere with joy. If you choose to
“bee” fun, life will be more pleasant for those around you. Obviously, “bee” fun will never leave a painful sting.

“Enjoy at least one good laugh a day
to remain emotionally stable.”
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Bee Generous

May 24

T

o “bee” generous is to be willing to give and forgive. Generous
people are unselfish. In Paul‟s address to the Corinthians, he
wrote, “How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their
joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality [generosity]” (II Corinthians 8:2). Here, Paul is expressing his
gratitude to those who chose to “bee” generous during difficult
times.
The Lord sees your generosity and notes the condition of your heart
as well as the circumstances. Notice what He saw in the woman
who gave two mites: “For all these have of their abundance cast in
unto the offerings of God: but she of her penury hath cast in all the
living that she had” (Luke 21:4). Two mites doesn‟t appear to be
generous giving, does it? No one knew she had given all she had.
The Lord expects you to “bee” generous without sounding a trumpet to let everyone know how much you sacrificed. Such giving
would rob you of your blessings and be displeasing to the Lord:
“But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right
hand doeth” (Matthew 6:3). What a lovely “bee” is “bee” generous!
To truly “bee” generous with a good attitude is a “bee” that will
never leave a painful sting.
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K

Bee Gentle

ing David made a great discovery which he revealed in Psalm
18:35: “...thy gentleness hath made me great.” Gentleness is
one of the keys to gaining greatness. To “bee” gentle is a choice
which fills you with the lovely characteristics of meekness and tenderness toward others.
A woman who was married to a harsh, demanding man told her
pastor, “If I argue with him when he is angry, he gets furious. If I
don‟t say anything, he accuses me of being stubborn.” But then she
received an idea to practice Proverbs 15:1: “A soft answer turneth
away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger.” The next time her
husband went through his daily rage of lashing out at her, she spoke
softly and kindly, “I really don‟t want to hurt you. I want to have a
pleasant marriage.” He reacted with harsh words and slammed the
door on his way out to work. She was disappointed, but during the
next few days she began to observe a remarkable change.
A few months later, he told her, “Your gentle words tore me up, but
thank God, they helped change me.”
She smiled and said, “A soft answer turneth away wrath.”
Gentle people seem to have the favor of the Lord resting upon
them. A father who is gentle toward his wife and children brings
heaven to earth. That family may not be wealthy or live in a mansion, but the atmosphere in that home is of a heavenly nature. If
gentleness is not a virtue in your life, you can change. You can
choose to “bee” gentle. Then, you can say with David, “thy gentleness hath made me great.” Gentleness—the “Bee”
which never leaves a sting! So start to chart your
way to greatness!
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Bee Genuine

May 26

H

ave you ever trusted someone to “bee” genuine only to find
out later they were not who they claimed to be? How disappointing! How would you feel if you found out your dearest friend
was not a genuine friend? What if he only pretended to be your
friend, but behind your back he was slandering you? How would
you feel if your secrets were exposed? Would you be ashamed or
would you feel good about yourself? If you had taken a large
amount of money to the bank only to discover it was counterfeit,
how would you feel? There are so many counterfeit people, some
even seem to be sincere Christians. Jesus saw the hypocrisy of the
Pharisees and said, “This people draweth nigh unto me with their
mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from
me” (Matthew 15:8). He must have been greatly disappointed to see
people who only pretended to love God. When someone wears a
mask to hide their true identity, they are a misery to themselves and
others.
We can “bee” genuine. I heard an elderly gentleman say, “I want
my friends to know what I am inside. I have nothing to hide.” We
must “bee” genuine every day with our friends, family and God.
Only then can we have the peace of mind that genuine Christians
enjoy.
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Bee Gifted

May 27

H

ave you ever considered what would happen if you used all
your gifts and talents to the glory of God? In Luke 19:12-27,
Jesus spoke a parable concerning servants who received talents
from their master. One multiplied his talent ten times, another five.
But one hid his talent instead of allowing it to be useful. Therefore,
it was taken away from him: “For I say unto you, That unto every
one which hath shall be given; and from him that hath not, even
that he hath shall be taken away from him” (Luke 19:26). Some
people have unused gifts and talents. If they would use what they
have been given, God could increase those gifts.
It is possible to “bee” gifted in more areas than you are aware.
When I was in school, some of my classmates were exceptionally
talented. They had many gifts and abilities. Years later, I noticed
that some of the ones who appeared less gifted soared above the
gifted ones. Why? They chose to go beyond the normal. They chose
to accomplish. They chose to “bee” gifted. They became worthwhile, useful and helpful because they used their gifts correctly. I
don‟t know what happened to the ones who were once talented, but
those who were less gifted became quality men and women. Another boy I knew, who sat beside me in church, later achieved a major
position in government. Only because he chose to use his gifts to
the fullest did he reach that high position.
I still admire those who use their talents, gifts and abilities in the
work of the kingdom of God. Oh, how we need to “bee” gifted!
This “bee” will never leave a painful sting.
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Bee Glad

May 28

W

hy are some people so full of gladness while others are in
despair? To “bee” glad is a choice and a privilege. The
Scripture declares, “Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, ye righteous: and shout for joy, all ye that are upright in heart” (Psalm
32:11). Although the Lord will help you, the fact still remains,
those who choose to “bee” glad will find reasons to “bee” glad. The
Psalmist made a firm, quality decision. “I will be glad…,” He says
in Psalm 9:2. What joy fills you when your heart is glad!
It is not always easy to “bee” glad, but it is extremely rewarding!
Do you want to be glad? You can be. Make a decision right now
that regardless of your circumstances you will “bee” glad. “Let
them shout for joy, and be glad, that favour my righteous cause:
yea, let them say continually, Let the LORD be magnified, which
hath pleasure in the prosperity of his servant” (Psalm 35:27). You
will “bee” glad you chose to “bee” glad.

“I‟m excited about getting excited.”
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Bee Godly

T

o “bee” godly is to be devout and have a special reverence for
God. You are a holy, righteous person not living in open rebellion nor justifying the sin nature but reaching out to the holy God
who has created you in His own image. II Peter 2:9 says, “The Lord
knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve
the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished.” What a promise! The Lord will deliver the godly out of temptations.
To “bee” godly is to be right. It doesn‟t mean you become infallible, but it does mean you do not willfully sin against God or others.
You will refrain from anything that could defile you by what you
read, hear or see. I am sure that would eliminate a lot of videos,
DVD‟s, CD‟s, TV shows, books and magazines. To simplify, to
“bee” godly means you have nothing to do with the devil and his
operation. You are a separated, chosen, called out, Heaven bound
person.
To “bee” godly is a choice; you can either leave it or receive it, but
there are consequences if you choose not to “bee” godly. The Bible
says godliness has great value: “Godliness is profitable unto all
things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to
come” (I Timothy 4:8). Without godliness, it is impossible to please
God. Jesus said, “I do always those things that please him” (John
8:29). If you have that same desire in your heart, then you have a
desire to “bee” godly. That “bee,” my friends, will never leave a
painful sting.
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Bee Going

May 30

hen you are around people with a slandering tongue, it is a
good time to “bee” going. It is time to “bee” going when
someone tries to discourage you from doing the will of God for
your life. You should “bee” going if you are part of a church that
doesn‟t teach the whole truth. You need to get away from anything
that would harm your relationship with God. “Bee” going when sin
is tempting you. II Timothy 2:22 tells us to “Flee also youthful
lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that
call on the Lord out of a pure heart.”
Millions are headed for Hell and we need to “bee” going to reach
them. Jesus commanded in Mark 16:15, “…Go ye into all the
world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” You should “bee”
going in the right direction so others can safely follow. The Apostle
Paul said, “Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them
which walk so as ye have us for an ensample” (Philippians 3:17).
He was going in a way that would lead others correctly. “Bee” going is a very important “bee” to remember. Listen to its buzzing
when you need a little prodding to do what is right. It will never
leave a painful sting.
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Bee Graceful

May 31

O

ver the years, I have met numerous people who were well acquainted with “bee” graceful. They had a pleasant way of expressing themselves. Their personality was beautiful and attractive.
Their whole composition appeared graceful. People like this are a
blessing.
“Bee” graceful has qualities everyone should desire. I met a man
who had just started working at a certain business. It wasn‟t long
until the flow of customers increased. One day, I heard him gently
encourage his superior to deal kindly with one of the customers. His
employer followed his advice. I was impressed to see an employee
and employer working together because “bee” graceful was on the
scene.
Esther had “bee” graceful operating in her life. Esther 2:17 records,
“And the king loved Esther above all the women, and she obtained
grace and favour in his sight more than all the virgins; so that he
set the royal crown upon her head, and made her queen instead of
Vashti.” Why did she receive such favor? I believe she had befriended “bee” graceful. Surely this blessed “bee” will never leave a
painful sting!
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Bee Grafted

June 1

ome nurseries who supply fruit trees graft different types into
one tree. In our back yard, we had a tree that yielded five different kinds of fruit from the same trunk. Branches from other trees
had been grafted onto the main vine. You need to “bee” grafted into
the Vine in order to be productive and successful in your Christian
life. Jesus said in John 15:5, “I am the vine, ye are the branches: He
that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit:
for without me ye can do nothing.” You need to “bee” grafted into
the Master‟s vine to be productive in your love, joy, and peace. The
fruit of the Spirit becomes a part of you when you have been grafted into the main Vine.
After you have been grafted, you must beware that you can be cut
off if you do not bear good fruit. Paul warns against pride in Romans 11:18-21, “Boast not against the branches. But if thou boast,
thou bearest not the root, but the root thee. Thou wilt say then, The
branches were broken off, that I might be graffed in. Well; because
of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not
highminded, but fear: For if God spared not the natural branches,
take heed lest he also spare not thee.”
When you choose to “bee” grafted, you choose to be productive in
every area of life. Those who have been grafted can become successful soul winners. They can be successful in their marriage.
They can be successful in their church relationships. They can be
successful in their workplace because they are drawing from the
true Vine. Obviously, when you choose to “bee” grafted to the
Vine, it will never leave a painful sting.

- 160 -

Bee Grateful

June 2

T

o “bee” grateful is to be appreciative. This “bee” is of utmost
importance. It conveys the need to be thankful and express
gratitude toward those who have done something for you. According to I Thessalonians 5:18, we are instructed to “bee” grateful at all
times: “In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus concerning you.” II Timothy 3:2 warns that in the last
days many would become unthankful, “For men shall be lovers of
their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy.”
It is especially important to “bee” grateful to the Lord. Think often
of what the Lord has done for you. He gave His life as a ransom
that all might be saved. You should “bee” grateful, giving thanks
daily for your salvation. To “bee” grateful is such an important
“bee” in the lives of all God‟s children. Do you suppose such a precious “bee” would ever leave a painful sting?

“It is hard for trouble to prevail
when enthusiasm is active.”
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Bee Great

June 3

T

he Bible records John the Baptist as a great man, “For he shall
be great in the sight of the Lord” (Luke 1:15). What made him
great? Was it because he had great parents? The Bible records that
his parents “were both righteous before God, walking in all the
cammandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless” (Luke 1:6).
I believe he was great because he chose to allow God to mightily
use him. He preached in the wilderness without compromise and
fearlessly confronted the king concerning his unscriptural lifestyle.
John wasn‟t great in his own eyes, but God saw him as a man who
was great—a man suitable for the task.
Great men choose to “bee” great. It is a decision. If you become
great in the eyes of man, you may never “bee” great in the eyes of
God. Choose to “bee” great by accomplishing noble work for Lord.
Then, “bee” great will never leave a painful sting.

“You get nowhere until you dare to dare.”
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Bee Guarded

I

June 4

t is important to “bee” guarded. This “bee” is very valuable in
any church, workplace or family. Proverbs 4:23 says, “Keep thy
heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.” It is important to guard your heart and not allow evil thoughts or sin to
penetrate you. A true pastor will guard his flock and not allow
wolves to enter. Parents must guard their children. Some children
are offended or grieved because their parents want to know where
they are, where they were or what they were doing. Parents know
that children need to “bee” guarded. They need to “bee” guarded in
their choice of friends. They need to “bee” guarded in making the
proper choices in life. They need to “bee” guarded in the area of
courtship for their future wellbeing. Many people have broken
hearts and wrecked lives because they refused to heed “bee” guarded. Some lamented years later they wished they had heeded the
buzzing of “bee” guarded. Don‟t be offended by “bee” guarded.
Surely this bee will never leave a painful sting.

“Keep on guard when it‟s hard.”
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Bee Habitual

June 5

M

any people think of a habit as something bad, but there are
good habits you should embrace. Daniel was habitual in
kneeling before the Lord three times a day as recorded in Daniel
6:10: “Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went
into his house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward
Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and
prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.” Paul
also chose to “bee” habitual in prayer. In II Timothy 1:3, he said, “I
thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers with pure conscience,
that without ceasing I have remembrance of thee in my prayers
night and day.” David lived a life of habitual praise. He said,
“Seven times a day do I praise thee because of thy righteous judgments” (Psalm 119:164).
If you want to “bee” habitual in praising the Lord or earnestly praying, begin now. Set aside a time every day to focus on the greatness
of God. Thank Him for the wonderful gift of salvation through His
son, Jesus. Make a habit of studying the Word daily. Let it become
a necessary part of your lifestyle. Then, “bee” habitual will never
leave a painful sting.
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Bee Handy

June 6

I

once read of a man who lived in a very untamed area. There were
many dangerous animals, as well as snakes and other harmful
creatures. This man always kept his gun or some other kind of
weapon handy in case he needed it.
A handy person is ready to be used when someone has a need.
Many opportunities arise every day in which you can accomplish
something to benefit others. “Bee” handy when you are needed to
help to feed the poor, minister to those who have lost a loved one or
comfort those who are grieving because of a disaster or tragedy.
I had a stroke which placed my body out of commission. I needed
to have people surrounding me who could “bee” handy. While
learning to walk again, there were several handy people who were
willing to help me any time I needed them.
We should “bee” handy when the Lord needs us. Surely, this “bee”
will never leave a painful sting.
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Bee Happy

June 7

T

o “bee” happy is to be glad and content, knowing you are making the right choices and serving the Lord without guilt and
condemnation. In Psalm 146:5 we read, “Happy is he that hath the
God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the LORD his God.”
Occasionally, you hear someone object to the word “happy” being
used in reference to a Christian. They claim happiness is a very
shallow emotional expression. Since the word “happy” is used in
both the Old and New Testament, I believe it should be considered
a valuable expression among Believers.
You should “bee” happy when serving the Lord and your fellowman. This kind of happiness endures hardship and rejection. Peter
wrote in his epistle to the church: “If ye be reproached for the name
of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth
upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is
glorified” (I Peter 4:14). A lifestyle of this nature is precious in the
sight of the Lord. The apostle James penned a similar statement in
James 5:11, “Behold, we count them happy which endure.” To
“bee” happy day in and day out should be a normal for those who
love and serve the Lord. Hallelujah!!! Be supremely happy. This
“bee” will never leave a painful sting!
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Bee Harmless

T

June 8

o “bee” harmless means not to cause harm or inflict pain on
someone. The human race seems to have a way of hurting each
other. Jesus instructed His disciples to “bee” harmless as they went
out to preach the gospel of the kingdom. “Be ye therefore wise as
serpents,” He told them, “and harmless as doves” (Matthew 10:16).
We, as fathers, mothers, sons or daughters, should choose to “bee”
harmless. Wouldn‟t that make our homes a lovely place? Wouldn‟t
it be great if every employer, leader, pastor, school teacher and person in authority would choose to “bee” harmless? What about all
those under authority? Wouldn‟t it be wonderful if they would also
choose to “bee” harmless? Look at these precious words from Philippians 2:15: “That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of
God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation,
among whom ye shine as lights in the world.” The book of Hebrews
tells us that Jesus was harmless (Hebrews 7:26). This should be a
characteristic of the children of God. You should and can “bee”
harmless. Put forth every effort to “bee” harmless and avoid injuring friend or foe. “Bee” harmless is truly a “bee” that will never
leave a painful sting.
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Bee Healed

June 9

Y

ou would think everyone who is sick would want to be healed
but, surprisingly, some enjoy the attention they receive from
being ill. Others want to “bee” healed but don‟t know how to receive their healing. The first step to receive healing of any kind is a
desire to “bee” healed. Do you remember the man who was sick for
38 years in John 5:6? Jesus asked him a strange question, “Wilt
thou be made whole?” The man needed to have a desperate desire
to “bee” healed. I am sure there were many who desired to “bee”
healed but were not. Who is to judge why they were not healed? I
have known people who were wounded because they were blamed
for not having faith to “bee” healed. Learn to be kind and compassionate to those who are suffering on the bed of affliction: “...pray
one for another, that ye may be healed” (James 5:16).
In Hebrews chapter 12 we read, “Wherefore lift up the hands which
hang down, and the feeble knees; And make straight paths for your
feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of the way; but let it rather be healed” (Hebrews 12:12-13). It is hard to receive healing
when you are discouraged, drooped over and sad. According to
studies made by some physicians, a large number of people are sick
as a result of fear, guilt, worry and a melancholy emotional lifestyle
but those who are enthusiastic, joyful and full of hope usually recover much more quickly.
People who have love have greater faith to “bee” healed. According
to Galatians 5:6, faith and love work together: “...faith which worketh by love.” One man told me he loved his wife back to health.
Isn‟t that a marvelous testimony?
I have seen many people healed from emotional illness, diseases
and afflictions of every kind. Maybe you need healing. If you do,
why don‟t you arise and “bee” healed? “Bee” healed is a wonderful
bee that will never leave a painful sting.
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June 10

Bee Heavenly Minded

T

here is an old saying, “Don‟t be so Heavenly minded that you
are no earthly good.” That statement sounds like good advice,
but it isn‟t true. It is impossible for someone to be so Heavenly
minded that he is no earthly good. Jesus was the most Heavenly
minded person who ever walked the earth and He did more good
for the human race than any other person in the world. Let‟s look at
this another way: instead of being so Heavenly minded that you are
no earthly good (as the old saying goes), be so Heavenly minded
that you can be of much earthly good and supersede the earthbound
mentality.
If you would choose to “bee” Heavenly minded, your decisions
would be made more carefully. You would not be selfish or self
centered because a Heavenly minded individual thinks God‟s way.
The Bible tells us we have the mind of Christ. “For who hath
known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have
the mind of Christ” (I Corinthians 2:16). In order to increase your
Heavenly-mindedness, study and meditate upon the Word of God
until you become Christ-like in all your activities and responsibilities. To “bee” Heavenly minded is indeed of great earthly value.
This “bee” will never leave a painful sting.

“A good psychology is to start each day with a
Bible verse to ponder all day long.”
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Bee Helpful

June 11

T

his “bee” is a precious “bee” that has been a benefit to the human race for centuries. Even in the beginning of creation, God
knew man needed someone to “bee” helpful to him: “And the
LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will
make him an help meet for him” (Genesis 2:18). When a wife functions as a helpmeet according to the Bible, she is indeed a blessing.
A helpful person sees ways to help others. Most helpful people are
not downhearted, discouraged, perplexed or suffering from depression. Their focus is not on themselves but on how they can benefit
others. We need each other. We need to learn to help each other.
People who choose to “bee” helpful are very valuable. In the book
of Exodus, we find how Moses helped to water the flock for the
daughters of Reuel: “And the shepherds came and drove them
away: but Moses stood up and helped them, and watered their
flock” (Exodus 2:17). Surely, “bee” helpful will never leave a painful sting.
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Bee Heroic

June 12

A

hero is full of faith, confidence and trust. A hero cannot be
stopped. He is not focused on himself but on the will, purpose
and plan of God for his life. Peter, Paul and some of the other apostles were obviously heroic. David was also a hero. In I Samuel
17:36, he boldly declared: “Thy servant slew both the lion and the
bear: and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them,
seeing he hath defied the armies of the living God.” This hero was
named a man after God‟s own heart.
Hebrews 11 records the honor roll of heroic Believers. These superseded the average faithful person. They were not only ready to live
a quality life for the Lord, they were ready to die shouting the victory.
“Bee” heroic. In so doing, you may persuade someone else to take
the challenge to “bee” heroic. Maybe they will even supersede what
you have done. Truly, this “bee” will never leave a painful sting.

“Why waste today on yesterday‟s failures?”
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Bee Hid

June 13

T

he prophet Zephaniah made an extremely important statement
in the Book that bears his name, “Seek ye the LORD, all ye
meek of the earth, which have wrought his judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day of the
LORD'S anger” (Zephaniah 2:3). What a wonderful promise—to
“bee” hid in the time of judgment. In the book of Colossians we
read, “...your life is hid with Christ in God” (Colossians 3:3). What
a blessed place to be when all around you is uncertain!
“Bee” hid may be buzzing around the head of someone tempted
with pride. Listen to his gentle buzz advising you to “bee” hid! You
need to “bee” hid from the evil around you. The Psalmist writes,
“Hide me from the secret counsel of the wicked; from the insurrection of the workers of iniquity” (Psalm 64:2). You need to be protected from the temptation to follow the workers of iniquity. As the
eagle is hid in the cleft of the rock so shall you “bee” hid when you
heed to the warning buzz of “bee” hid—the “bee” that never leaves
a painful sting!

“Satan may set up a plan to destroy you,
but you can up set his plan.”
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Bee Holy

June 14

T

he Lord requires you to “bee” holy. I Peter 1:16 says, “Because
it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.” A life without holiness
is a life without the true blessings of God. To “bee” holy means to
be blameless and consecrated to the Lord. You take on the nature of
God. You are separated from the evil, corrupt and Christ-rejecting
world. You become spiritually minded instead of carnally minded.
You do things God‟s way instead of your way. You live according
to the Bible and not according to the world‟s standard. You are free
from sin and evil. You do not become infallible, but are victorious
over sin: “But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in
all manner of conversation” (I Peter 1:15).
Over the years, there has been emphasis placed on holiness in outward appearance instead of the condition of the heart; however, true
holiness starts within. It is the spiritual condition of the heart. If you
have true holiness, it will be noticeable on the outside. Even your
countenance will display holy living. The Bible says that holiness is
beautiful, “O worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness” (Psalm
96:9). Holiness is not a suggestion, it is a commandment. It is a way
of life. “Bee” holy. This “bee” will never leave a painful sting.
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W

Bee Honest

June 15

e are living in a world where dishonesty seems to be a way
of life for many. When I was a young boy, a neighbor told
me, “It used to be that most people were honest and a handshake
could seal any contract.” What happened to honesty? Some people
cannot trust others because they are dishonest themselves. If you
have a problem with dishonesty in your life, it will affect others
around you. The Bible says, “Wherefore putting away lying, speak
every man truth with his neighbour...” (Ephesians 4:25).When you
speak the truth, you will never become dishonest. Be an example to
those around you. Teach your children the value of honesty. An
honest person is a valuable person.
In a home where husbands and wives are honest with each other,
there is trust. They can honestly work out their differences. Instead
of quarreling, they are honest enough to see their own weaknesses.
Such homes can become a blessed sanctuary.
Honesty is a virtue that should be cultivated in every Christian‟s
life. The Bible tells us to “...Provide things honest in the sight of all
men” (Romans 12:17). This would be a better world if everyone
would choose to “bee” honest. This “bee” will never leave a painful
sting.

- 174 -

Bee Honorable

June 16

T

he Bible tells us in I Chronicles 4:9, “And Jabez was more
honourable than his brethren: and his mother called his name
Jabez, saying, Because I bare him with sorrow.” Why was Jabez
more honorable than his brethren? Was it not because of his choice?
You must choose to “bee” honorable. You should “bee” honorable
in your home life, in the work place, in the church where you serve
and in the neighborhood and community. You need to “bee” honorable in the ministry to which you are called.
To “bee” honorable is to be noble. An honorable person is an honest, dependable, reliable, trustworthy person. Such are not just honorable in the sight of others, but also in the sight of the Lord. “Bee”
honorable. This bee will never leave a painful sting!

“You cannot pray, „Thy will be done,‟
until your will is broken.”
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Bee Hopeful

June 17

T

he Bible tells us, “That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers
from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in
the world” (Ephesians 2:12). To be without hope is indeed a desperate situation. Thanks be to God who delivered us from the bondage
of sin and darkness that we can “bee” hopeful of a glorious future.
Throughout life, we face circumstances where we must choose to
“bee” hopeful. Abraham faced a very trying time in his life after he
was promised a son. He was getting older by the day without seeing
the manifestation of the promise God had made to him. That didn‟t
make him lose hope in God nor in the promise. Romans 4:18 tells
us, “Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the
father of many nations, according to that which was spoken, So
shall thy seed be.” It was that hope that caused Abraham and Sarah
to be able to hold a baby in their arms when physically speaking it
was impossible. Hope can help to bring into reality what seems to
be impossible. The Bible says, “Hope maketh not
ashamed…” (Romans 5:5). This promise tells us that hope keeps us
from suffering shame. If Abraham would have lost hope, he would
have lost his expectation of receiving the promised son. When hope
is lost, you may not receive the manifestation of what you desired.
It was not because the Lord didn‟t want you to have it, but rather,
you lost your faith in reaching for it.
The Bible tells us that the Scripture can give us hope: “For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning,
that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have
hope” (Romans 15:4). When you are faced with circumstances in
life that seem to have no answer, listen to the encouraging sound of
“bee” hopeful and rise up with new expectation to face an uncertain
future. Indeed, “bee” hopeful will never leave a painful sting.
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Bee Humble

June 18

T

he humble find favor with the Lord and are blessed. Throughout the Scriptures, if someone humbled themselves after they
sinned, the Lord would forgive them and extend grace and favor. The Lord is affected by humility, “...God resisteth the proud,
but giveth grace unto the humble” (James 4:6). You will notice the
statement in this verse, “God resisteth the proud.” A proud person
is self centered and doesn‟t realize how his behavior affects others.
Humble people have an unselfish attitude. They are easy to be entreated and pleasant to live with.
Be careful not to judge those you believe to be proud. I have known
people who appeared on the surface to be rather arrogant, but after
learning to know them, I discovered humility in their characteristics. Humility is of great value. It is a virtue all Christians should
possess. Some people fear to exercise humility because someone
may take advantage of them. This is not true. God will help those
who are humble in spirit. A humble spirit is a lovely spirit. Humility should be a top priority in your life, in your relationships at
home, at work, at church and every other area.
A humble wife is a blessing to her husband. A woman with a humble spirit is of great value; “...even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price” (I Peter 3:4).
The Lord also places a great value on a humble man. God mightily
used Moses who was the meekest (most humble) man on earth. He
was given the privilege of speaking face to face with the Lord
(Exodus 33:11). Therefore, “bee” humble, the world has had
enough of pride.
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Bee Humorous

June 19

I

believe there would be much less stress, tension and anxiety if
we had a little humor in the home, the work place and the
church. I‟m not talking about foolish talking or jesting that the Bible condemns (Ephesians 5:4). Hurtful remarks toward a wife or
another person are not the kind of humor I am referring to. That is
not humorous. That is far from humor.
I once knew a pastor who spoke against humor, but before he finished his sermon he gave a humorous illustration. Humor isn‟t
wrong, in itself. Most people possess some humor. Jesus even gave
illustrations that were rather humorous. Notice His response to the
Pharisees who warned that Herod desired to kill Him: “Go ye, and
tell that fox, Behold, I cast out devils, and I do cures to day and to
morrow, and the third day I shall be perfected” (Luke 13:32). To
me, that is a rather humorous statement. Another time, Jesus rebuked the Pharisees. “Ye blind guides,” He explained, “which
strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel” (Matthew 23:24). I think
that is somewhat humorous, don‟t you?
I have cautioned people to be careful their humor doesn‟t turn into
lies. There is a difference between being somewhat humorous or
presenting a lie in the form of a joke. We can choose to “bee” humorous and be an encouragement to others.

- 178 -

Bee Hungry

June 20

D

id you ever try to eat when you weren‟t hungry? What happened? Regardless of how good food smelled or how tasty it
was, you could not enjoy it until you were hungry. This same thing
happens in the spiritual realm. Only hungry people desire to be fed
from Heavenly manna. Only hungry people can enjoy the precious
promises of God‟s eternal Word. Only hungry people can feed upon
the Lord.
You will never be hungry for the things of God until you begin to
ponder and meditate upon the Word of God. Jesus said in John
6:53, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the
Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.” To “bee”
hungry is a decision. It is a choice that carries great reward because
the Lord said such people are blessed. Jesus said, “Blessed are they
which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be
filled” (Matthew 5:6). People who are hungry after God are blessed.
So, “bee” hungry.

“Without God, you can do nothing.”
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Bee Hurt

June 21

W

hether you like it or not, you will suffer hurt sometime in
life. Jesus was not exempt from such injury. Many were the
painful remarks made against this perfect Son of God. You don‟t
read that Jesus went off somewhere to meditate on His hurts. Instead, He gave a precious solution to avoid being hurt more than
necessary. Closely observe His instructions. First, He explained the
problem, “Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute
you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.” Second, He gave a very effective solution, “Rejoice, and be
exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven” (Matthew 5:11
-12). You must learn to take the mastery over your hurts. Remember, the Lord has given you charge over your life. If you follow the
instructions Jesus gave and chose to rejoice, you could eliminate
many of wounds inflicted by others.
When you are hurt by some unkind word or deed, make a firm decision, “I will not ponder on this hurt.” Incidentally, this is how you
keep the spirit of unforgiveness and bitterness from lodging in your
human spirit. Jesus gave you the solution; now, put it to practice.
It‟s okay to “bee” hurt temporarily, but refuse to let it take the mastery over your life. If you do this, “bee” hurt will never leave a
painful sting.
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June 22

S

Bee Important

ome people are afraid to “bee” important because churches
have taught false humility. I am not promoting pride, arrogance
or inflated ego, but rather the fact that it is not wrong to “bee” important. It is when someone feels superior to others that a problem
with self is revealed.
How many men would still make good dads if they didn‟t feel they
were important? How many pastors honestly feel they are not important? If you are not important at your work place, then why are
you there? You may be working along with hundreds of other employees, but you are important as you fill your place. Whether you
are a father, mother, son or daughter, you are important in the
home. The Lord made you to be an important person—act like it!!!

“You must believe you can achieve.”
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Bee Included

June 23

W

e all should desire to “bee” included in what God is doing
for His people. The Bible records many great champions of
the faith. How would you like to “bee” included in the genealogies
of the Biblical champions? “Bee” included with men and women of
faith. “Bee” included with those who fought the battles of life and
won. “Bee” included with those who finish their time on earth with
a shout of victory. “Bee” included with those who stand for the
right in this wicked and adulterous generation.
You should “bee” included with those whose names are in the Book
of Life. In his letter to the Philippians, Paul recognized some who
were recorded in this precious Book: “And I intreat thee also, true
yokefellow, help those women which labored with me in the gospel,
with Clement also, and with other my fellowlabourers, whose
names are in the book of life” (Philippians 4:3). We all need to
“bee” included in that wonderful Book. You also should desire to
“bee” included in the Book of remembrance: “Then they that feared
the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened,
and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him
for them that feared the LORD, and that thought upon his
name” (Malachi 3:16). When you choose to “bee” included with
those who fear the Lord this “bee” will never leave a painful sting.
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June 24

Y

Bee Influenced

ou will “bee” influenced by others all your life, but you
should be aware of who is influencing you. It is beneficial to
“bee” influenced by others if they leave a good influence upon you.
An optimist will influence you to be positive and enthusiastic. A
pessimist will influence you to think negatively. A politician will
try to influence you to vote for him; his opponent will try to influence you to see the negative side. You will “bee” influenced by
your associates on the job, in your home and in your church. Most
have been influenced by friends and leaders from childhood. Children influence each other. You are influenced by attitudes. Consider
how you influence others and what influence they leave on you.
You should desire to “bee” influenced by those who have set a
good example of holy and righteous living. You should “bee” influenced by those who have accomplished something in life. Paul left
a powerful influence on other ministers during his prison experience. He explained to the Philippians. “And many of the brethren in
the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds,” he writes, “are much
more bold to speak the word without fear” (Philippians 1:14).
When these ministers saw the boldness of Paul they were inspired
to preach fearlessly. “Bee” influenced is a wonderful “bee,” but be
careful who is influencing you.
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Bee Influential

June 25

E

veryone should “bee” influential if they leave the right kind of
influence. When Paul instructed Timothy to be an example, he
was instructing him to “bee” influential toward others, “Let no man
despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in word,
in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity” (I Timothy
4:12).
Charles Darwin was influential in leading multitudes to believe the
theory of evolution. How much better it would have been if he had
been influential in leading people toward faith in God instead of a
“big bang” theory. His writings are still leaving a bad influence in
many of our universities. Those professors have been “monkeying”
with the minds of people for years teaching that we sprang from
monkeys. That is to “bee” influential in the wrong way.
We can “bee” influential toward our family members, as well as our
friends, neighbors and our nation in general. The Lord has given
each of us an opportunity to be a witness of His saving grace and to
give a testimony of what the Lord has done for us. This will help us
to “bee” influential in a good way that will lead people to the Lord
Jesus Christ. Let us remember that others are affected by our life
and conduct and we must be careful what kind of influence we
leave behind us.
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Bee Inspirational

June 26

A

ll Christians should “bee” inspirational since we are filled
with inspiration from the Word of God. To “bee” inspirational
is to be positive even in a negative situation. Wouldn‟t life take on a
new, refreshing atmosphere if everyone would “bee” inspirational?
You should “bee” inspirational to those who may be weary of the
way. Encourage the faint hearted with lifting words. Inspire those
who have experienced failure to rise up with new hope. “Bee” inspirational to those who may be suffering from tragedy. A few
words of inspiration could transform a dreary day into pleasantness
for some person, “Pleasant words are as an honeycomb, sweet to
the soul, and health to the bones” (Proverbs 16:24). You can
choose to “bee” inspirational. Why not start today? This “bee” will
never leave a painful sting.
TAKE A WALK SOME SUNNY MORNING
Take a walk some sunny morning
In among the blooming flowers,
As you go back to life’s duties
See how bright it made your hours.
There are words of lifting beauty
Like the beauty of those flowers,
That may help some lonely person
To enjoy some cloudy hours.
Rod and Staff Publishers
© Copyright Daniel D. Rodes
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Bee Inspired

June 27

T

here are times in life when the way may become difficult. It is
during these times you need to “bee” inspired. One way to
“bee” inspired is by reading books and articles from successful people. Such words of encouragement may inspire you to press forward. Moses inspired Joshua with these encouraging words, “And
Moses called unto Joshua, and said unto him in the sight of all Israel, Be strong and of a good courage: for thou must go with this people unto the land which the LORD hath sworn unto their fathers to
give them; and thou shalt cause them to inherit it” (Deuteronomy
31:7).
One author wrote of a man who chose to live by faith many years
ago and operate an orphanage without soliciting any funds. What
inspired him to live by faith? He had a knowledge of the Word and
a zeal to please God and help those in need. To remain inspired, he
would not allow himself to be sidetracked by negative voices.
In our endeavors to “bee” inspired, we need to set a goal to listen to
God‟s Word and learn from successful people—not only Biblical
characters, but people in our day. Then, “bee” inspired will not
leave a painful sting.
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Bee Instant

June 28

T

o “bee” instant has a mentality of readiness and alertness. To
“bee” instant is to be ready for whatever you face. That is why
Paul admonished Timothy, “Preach the word; be instant in season,
out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and
doctrine” (II Timothy 4:2). Pastors may be called upon to serve at a
moment‟s notice. I tell the ministers who serve with me to be ready
to preach, pray or die in an instant. Not only church leaders, but
everyone can learn from this precious “bee.”
You need to “bee” instant in your prayer life—ready to pray at a
moment‟s notice. I often receive calls from those who needs prayer
NOW! That is why Romans 12:12 instructs us to be instant in prayer, “Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in
prayer.” Learn to “bee” instant, to act upon any situation at any
time. We all need to learn from this “bee,” therefore, “bee” instant!

“You will never get the job done until you start the job.”
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Bee Joined

June 29

T

he Bible instructs us to “bee” joined together as Believers.
Paul, in writing to the church of Corinth, said, “Now I beseech
you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all
speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but
that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the
same judgment” (I Corinthians 1:10). Being joined together with
perfect unity is essential in a body of Believers. This is especially
expressed in Ephesians 4:16 where we read, “From whom the whole
body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint
supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in
love.” To “bee” joined with the right kind of people for the right
reason can be very beneficial.
When Believers are all working toward the same goal and following the Scriptural pattern, there will be unity and a beautiful harmonizing relationship. This same relationship is important in marriage.
What a blessing marriage can be when a man chooses to “bee”
joined to his wife. Genesis 2:24 tells us, “Therefore shall a man
leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife.”
This same expression is repeated in Ephesians 5:31: “For this cause
shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto
his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.” Notice the phrase, “shall
be joined unto his wife.” When we choose to “bee” joined, there is
no more separation or difference. It is a cooperation between two
parties.
Any relationship that is joined together without Christ will not be
successful under pressure. Let us not just “bee” joined to one another, but “bee” joined together with the Lord. Surely, to “bee” joined
together with Christ will never leave a painful sting.
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Bee Joyful

June 30

Y

ou would think everyone would like to be around people who
are joyful, wouldn‟t you? Well, that‟s not always the case. I
have met people who complained because a joyful person disturbed
their complacency and “pity party” mentality. They concluded that
everyone should be “down” at least part of the time. No wonder
people are so tired, weary and downtrodden. The Lord wants you to
“bee” joyful. There is great strength in joy, “...the joy of the LORD
is your strength” (Nehemiah 8:10). Those were the words of Nehemiah to the people after they mourned and wept over their sin. Nehemiah encouraged them to become joyful. Today, joy is needed in
abundance to live with the pressure and rush of society. It seems
that most people are in a hurry to do something, but they don‟t take
time to think joyful thoughts or to sing joyful songs that bring courage and inspiration.
Every day should be filled with joy. This is not fantasy, but an important habit to possess. You may say, “But suppose something bad
happens?” We all face situations in life that can be discouraging
and perplexing. Keep in mind, joyfulness is a decision. Joyfulness
brings you to a place of expectation. You expect good things to
come your way.
For years, Norman was a joyful, cheerful optimist. Every time I met
him, he was the same joyful person. One day, unexpectedly, Norman‟s wife died. As I entered the funeral home, I wondered how
this joyful person would respond to this loss. As soon as he saw me,
he joyfully said, “Oh, Brother Rodes, my dear wife made it to
Heaven before me. Praise God! She‟s in a wonderful place.” What a
blessing to see real joy being expressed in a person who faced a
sudden death in his family. This is the kind of joy spoken of in Isaiah 51:11: “Therefore the redeemed of the LORD shall return, and
come with singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon
their head: they shall obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow and
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mourning shall flee away.” “Bee” joyful. Make it a way of life. Join
the Psalmist as he says, “...Shout for joy” (Psalm 132:9). Joy is the
“bee” that never leaves a painful sting.
SMILE
Some people like to tell you,
When you’re feeling rather sad,
To start the day out smiling
And you’ll soon be feeling glad.
I tried this thing of smiling;
While my smile was on display,
I felt so out of order
Since I didn’t feel that way.
So I thought the matter over
And I feel I must conclude,
You got to have a heart change
Before you change a mood
It’s nothing less than folly
Putting troubles in a file
To use for future reference.
No wonder I can’t smile.
Well, I finally got the answer;
Should have known all the while;
You got to count your blessings
If you really want to smile.
© Copyright March 1979 Sunshine Magazine

- 190 -

