Life is full of the inevitable changing
of seasons and times. On March 25,
my wife and I welcomed our 2nd
daughter, Megan Elizabeth, into this
world. I am pleased to announce that
Mama and baby are both doing well
and God is good! The beauty of
newborn life is a change and
blessing that makes us grateful! The changes we experience in life
remind me of the long moving walkways that we encounter as we
go through airports. Step on and do nothing and you will still move
to a new location. Walk with it and you’ll get to your destination a
little quicker than the person beside you. Most of humanity resists
change. Friends change. Your job will change. Families develop
and change. Your church family will change. There are so many
moving parts that bring change in your life! If you learn to keep
God’s Word as your anchor, it will keep your soul moored in the
middle of the uncertain, sometimes confusing, and somewhat scary
changing seasons around you. Hebrews 6:19-20 promises, “Which
hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and
which entereth into that within the veil; Whither the forerunner is
for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the
order of Melchisedec.” When life changes, whether for the better
or worse, don’t forsake the Lord Jesus! Rather, hold on to His
Word and His mercy and He will see you through!
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There is something wonderful
about finding favor with God.
People who walk
in God’s favor are
greatly blessed.
Often, it increases
favor with those
around
them.
There are some
who naturally find
favor with people
through their appearance,
but
Proverbs
31:30
warns, “Favour is
deceitful,
and
beauty is vain: but
a woman that
feareth the LORD,
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she shall be praised.” Beauty may bring a measure of favor but if
you really want favor with God, it must go deeper than appearance. Esther was a young woman who had favor, not only because of her beauty but because of her faithfulness: “And the king
loved Esther above all the women, and she obtained grace and
favour in his sight more than all the virgins; so that he set the
royal crown upon her head, and made her queen instead of Vashti” (Esther 2:17). There are other examples in the Bible of men
and women who received favor because of their Godly character
such as Mary, the mother of Jesus, Noah, Daniel, Joseph and David.
What causes people to find favor? Why do some seem to gain
more favor than others? If you truly desire to have the favor of
God upon your life, you must earnestly seek it. The Psalmist cried
out: “I intreated thy favour with my whole heart: be merciful unto
me according to thy word” (Psalm 119:58).

One of the ways to find favor with
God is to be filled with love. If you
struggle with love, check your relationship with God. I John 4:8 says,
“He that loveth not knoweth not
God; for God is love.” Do you truly
love God? When you love God, He
pours His love upon you: “And we have known and believed the
love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love
dwelleth in God, and God in him” (I John 4:16). Do you realize
how much the Heavenly Father loves you? Sometimes love is dependent upon circumstances but His love is unchanging. God’s
love will teach you how to love others: “But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are
taught of God to love one another” (I Thessalonians 4:9). Express
love to those around you. If you feel there are those who are lower-class or inferior to you, humble yourself and love them as
brothers and sisters.
God’s love flowing through your life can help you to love even
your enemies. Jesus said, “But love ye your enemies, and do
4
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good, and lend, hoping
for
nothing
again; and your reward shall be great,
and ye shall be the
children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and
to the evil” (Luke
6:35). If your enemies fight against you, return love. Romans
13:10 tells us, “Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore
love is the fulfilling of the law.” You may need to work on your
love toward your neighbor or your enemies, but you can love
them because you love God and want to obey Him.
How much more favor you could experience if the Lord knew He
could trust you to show love to everyone! Love with all your
heart. Let your love be genuine. Let it have true meaning. People
can tell when you truly love them. When I would tell my wife, “I
love you,” she knew I meant it. Learn to walk in true love: “And
walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself
for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour” (Ephesians 5:2). God knows whether you mean what you
say.
Another way to find favor is through the fear of the Lord. Ecclesiastes 12:13 says, “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:
Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty
of man.” The Bible instructs us to fear God, however, all across
the world people are teaching that all fear is bad. Not all fear is
bad. There is a bad and good fear. The fear of the Lord is healthy.
It’s also your duty is to fear God and obey Him.
The fear of the Lord and love work closely together. When you
love the Lord, you will want to do things that please Him. Jesus
said, “… for I do always those things that please him” (John
8:29). When you walk in the fear of the Lord, you will be afraid
to violate His laws because love requires obedience. Jesus said,
“If ye love me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15). Whatever
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He tells you to do, you obey. You should be afraid to disobey because you love Him and don’t want to hurt Him. You should also
be afraid to disobey because of the consequences. My mother
would discipline us if we were doing something bad. We learned
very quickly, when mother or father spoke, we were to obey. We
weren’t afraid of our parents but the consequences of disobedience. A child may tell his parents, “I will obey you because I love
you.” I loved my parents. I feared them enough not to hurt their
feelings by doing things they didn’t want me to do.
To increase the favor of the Lord upon your life and expel the
wrong kind of fear, you must have love: “There is no fear in love;
but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He
that feareth is not made perfect in love” (I John 4:18). The spirit
of fear is tormenting. While helping a man with outdoor work, he
sent me to his house to get something. Before I could enter, I had
to knock on the door and wait for his wife to unlock it. She was
so afraid that someone would try to rob them that she kept the
door locked at all times. That fear was tormenting her day and
night. If you have tormenting fear, work on your love. Fear will
be wiped away and replaced with sweet confidence.
To walk in favor, you need to trust God. Many of us have sung
the old hymn, “Trust and obey, for there’s no other way to be
happy in Jesus but to trust and obey…” Trust the Lord to help
you through all your struggles and problems. He can help you
overcome the temptation to follow the direction of the world.
When Jesus was on the earth, he faced the same temptations as
you and I: “For we have not an high priest which cannot be
touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points
tempted like as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). Somehow he came through. Though the world may be falling apart,
trust the Lord. Trust Him to bring you through the difficult situations, “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto
thine own understanding” (Proverbs 3:5).
I have flown in airplanes many times throughout my life. Although we were thousands of feet above the ground I was not
afraid. It wasn’t because I trusted the pilot or the mechanics of the
6
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airplane, but I trusted God to take me safely to my destinations
because I knew He was with me. There were times I was on a
plane that had complications. I often knew something was wrong
before the pilot would even announce it. I would grab my wife’s
hand and explain to her what was happening. Together, we would
cry out to the Lord and trust in His mercy to bring us to safety.
When you place your trust and confidence in the Lord, it doesn’t
matter what type of situation you are facing, you are safe. “In
thee, O LORD, do I put my trust; let me never be ashamed: deliver me in thy righteousness” (Psalm 31:1).
If you find that you are struggling in any of the areas mentioned
in this article, seek the Lord. Ask Him to reveal to you what
things in your life are displeasing to Him and repent of them. God
wants to have a relationship with you. He wants you to obey Him,
love Him and trust Him with your life. That is how you will gain
true favor with God. “For all those things hath mine hand made,
and all those things have been, saith the LORD: but to this man
will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and
trembleth at my word” (Isaiah 66:2). God wants to pour out His
blessing and favor upon your life but it will only come through
your faithfulness and obedience to Him.

-Daniel D. Rodes-

Personal Call Management
“And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some,
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting
of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ” (Ephesians 4:11-12).
he calling of the fivefold ministry is different than any
other calling. If you feel you are being called to one of
these offices, prepare yourself to operate in that call. I remember when God placed a signal in my life to prepare for the
work of the ministry. He pressed upon my spirit to increase my
study of the Scriptures to prepare for a time when I would have
such a heavy preaching schedule I would not have extra time for
study. When the opportunity arose to go to Africa, I never
thought my schedule would be so intense. They had me speaking
up to six times a day, sometimes starting early in the morning and
continuing until midnight. One of my appointments actually began at midnight. The people were so hungry for the Word of God,
they were unaware of my need for rest and food. I had to learn
how to manage my physical, spiritual and emotional well-being
in order to protect the anointing of God upon my life.
When I started in ministry, I began as an evangelist. Then, later
operated in all the fivefold ministry. I had to press into my call8
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ing; “I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of
God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:14). Your calling may not be
limited to one area of ministry. Depending on the circumstance, the
anointing may adjust for the current needs. If I was holding a crusade, I would operate as an evangelist, but other times, a prophetic
or apostolic anointing would be upon me to minister. You may
never be in the fivefold ministry but still press for the mark of the
high calling of God. Make sure that you approach the throne of
God with a humble and willing heart. Sometimes those who believe they are qualified for a high calling are bypassed because
they are too sophisticated or self-sufficient: “For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not
many mighty, not many noble, are called” (I Corinthians 1:26).
Ask the Lord with a sincere heart, “What do you want me to do?”
Start moving in the direction you feel you need to go. If your heart
is honest, God will stop you if you are going in the wrong direction.

Make yourself available but don’t push yourself into your calling.
The Lord may have to send you to the wilderness for a while as he
did Moses. “Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he
was called” (I Corinthians 7:20). Don’t try to operate in a ministry
that you are not called to by God. Some people feel if they are not
a part of the fivefold ministry, they do not have a call on their
lives. That’s not true. You can still have a personal call for the
work of the Lord. “Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all
teachers? are all workers of miracles? Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret? But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent
way” (I Corinthians 12:29-31).
Those who operate outside of the fivefold ministry may have a
calling that is just as important. You may not consider the calling
of an intercessor impressive but an intercessor has the power to
help others breakthrough barriers that are blocking them from stepping into their calling. An intercessor gets into business with their
prayers. They can be used as an instrument to help support the
fivefold ministry. However, the calling of an intercessor can be
painful. They sometimes face extreme battles which affect them
July-August-September, 2018
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physically and emotionally. As an anointed intercessor, I sometimes feel the hurt of others and all I can do is weep. I pray often
for the babies who are being aborted. My heart cries, “O God!
Have mercy on that sweet little baby.” I plead for the lost souls of
man day and night. I may not always be praying aloud but the burden is continually upon my heart. Some people would never have
endured through their battles, received salvation or had their marriage restored if it wasn’t for intercessors.
If you know you have a calling on your life, don’t just sit around
and wait. If you want God’s attention, manage your interest in
spiritual things. Pay attention in church when the pastor is speaking. Study your Bible, pray and seek the face of God. Prepare for
that calling: “Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to
make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye
shall never fall” (II Peter 1:10).
Where do you rate in managing your personal call?

Excellent Good Fair Poor

Time Management
ow much time is wasted in your life? All of us have 24
hours in a day but some accomplish much more than others. Is it because they are faster? No. They have learned
to manage their time. When I was young, I overheard my dad tell
someone, “My son is so slow, you wouldn’t think he’d get anything done, but he always manages to get it done right and on
time.”
I knew someone who didn’t manage their time well. They never
had things under control. While at their home, I watched as my
friend’s wife went outside to do some yard work. She picked up a
stick and threw it in the trash. Then went to the garden to hoe
weeds, worked for about three minutes then went back inside. Lat10
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er, I saw her go back outside and start to mow a few strips in the
yard then stop to begin raking leaves. I couldn’t understand. She
was wasting time. Nothing was being completed. Her husband
had the same problem. One day, I was helping him pull
someone’s vehicle out of the ditch with my tractor. Before I could
even begin, my friend wanted to explain in detail how the truck
got into the ditch. I became frustrated. I wanted to get the man out
of the ditch instead of wasting time!
Do you waste time? Time that is unusable or has no value? One
of the biggest ways to waste time is sitting around thinking about
all the negative things that have happened to you or how others
have hurt you. Jesus said, “But I say unto you, Love your enemies,
bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and
pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute
you…” (Matthew 5:44). That’s a good way to manage your time.
If you spend time arguing with someone, you’re not managing
your time correctly. My dad told me, “Nobody ever wins an argument so don’t waste your time with it.” He was right. When you
argue with someone, it doesn’t correct or change anything. It only
stirs up strife. Praying for that individual and doing good to them
will help reverse your emotions and the way you treat them.
Someone once said, “You can talk about me all you please but
I’m going to talk about you on my knees.”
Even during your personal time of prayer, don’t waste time with
random requests. Hit the target! You’ll be able to do more in five
minutes than others can do in an hour. Question if you are making
the right kind of appeal? Are you actually reaching Heaven or are
you wasting your time? Ask the Lord to help you manage your
time correctly. Wherever there is a waste of time, learn to manage
your life to make it more productive. 
Where do you rate in managing time?

Excellent Good Fair Poor

“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal,
but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds”
~ II Corinthians 10:4

October 2004, the Lord gave me a revelation of a
battle plan to teach people how to bring down strongholds in
their own lives, in the lives of others or even in a location. The
focus in this battle plan was originally for the purpose of pulling
down strongholds within churches and people who call themselves Christians. However, you can use this plan for your own
12

July-August-September, 2018

personal battles. This is not a one-time project, nor is it something
that will be completed within a few weeks. It may take months or
years for people to become completely free. These strongholds
were not erected overnight and may not come down immediately.
There will always arise occasions to be in battle—that will not
cease as long as time lasts.
July-August-September, 2018
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As you start this battle plan, keep in mind that you are not
fighting against people. The Bible tells us, “For though we walk
in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (For the weapons of
our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling
down of strong holds;) Casting down imaginations, and every
high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;
And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your
obedience is fulfilled” (II Corinthians 10:3-6). You are coming
against the spirit that is causing the people to act unscripturally.
There are many people who will never be delivered from bondage
unless someone arises on the scene who will tear down the
strongholds. Before you can successfully pray against the sins of
others and see the harvest come in, make sure your life is in line
with the Word of God. The Lord is seeking out a victorious army
to engage in the strategy to overthrow the power of the enemy.
His eyes search for those who are qualified for His work: “For
who hath despised the day of small things? for they shall rejoice,
and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with those
seven; they are the eyes of the LORD, which run to and fro
through the whole earth” (Zechariah 4:10).
The Lord is returning for a church that is without spot and blemish. We, as the people of God, are endeavoring to bring down the
strongholds that keep people blinded and living a mediocre Christian life: “That he might present it to himself a glorious church,
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should
be holy and without blemish” (Ephesians 5:27).

This article is not a spiritual warfare study!
I’m not against spiritual warfare. It is important. But what is known as “spiritual
warfare” has become more of a game and has injured a lot
of people because they don’t understand the force of evil
behind the scene.
14

July-August-September, 2018

THE STRATEGY
efore you can
successfully en- “And they overcame him
gage in pulling
down strongholds, you
by the
need a strategy or a well
laid plan, not only to
of the Lamb....”
start the work, but to
complete it. I want to
explain the plan the Lord gave me to use both negative and positive scriptures to set people free. To begin: 1) Find a scripture that
explains the problem or stronghold; 2) Search for a positive verse
to replace it; 3) Find another scripture to use as an appeal to the
Lord.
Stronghold: Search the scriptures for a verse dealing with the
situation. The scripture that reveals the stronghold or problem
will always be negative. Read the selected verse and speak
against the stronghold using the authority of God’s Word, the
name of Jesus and the power of the blood.
Replacement: You need a verse to replace the negative stronghold you are pulling down with a godly stronghold. This replacement verse should always be positive. You could say, “I replace
that evil stronghold with...,” then quote the Bible verse.
Prayer: The Bible verse used in this prayer can either be negative or positive because you are asking the Lord to drive out all
the forces that are causing the problem and to deliver the people
from evil. Be sure your prayer is earnest and sincere.
Remember to protect yourself by speaking the blood of Jesus over
you before pulling down strongholds. “And they overcame him by
the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and
they loved not their lives unto the death” (Revelation 12:11).
July-August-September, 2018
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EXAMPLES OF PULLING DOWN
STRONGHOLDS
DIVISION IN CHURCH
elow, I have listed examples of verses to use in pulling
down the stronghold of division in the church. You can
use these verses or find other verses that suits your needs:
Stronghold: “... I hear that there be divisions among you” (I
Corinthians 11:18).
Replacement: “That we henceforth be no more children, tossed
to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to
deceive” (Ephesians 4:14).
Prayer: “There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called
in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism,
One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and
in you all” (Ephesians 4:4-6).
There is much confusion because churches across the nations are
divided in doctrine and belief. Your objective is to come against
that division and bring God’s people back into the unity of the
Spirit. Read aloud the stronghold verse mentioned above (I Corinthians 11:18), then forcefully say, “Satan, I command you by the
authority of God’s eternal Word and in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the power and authority of the blood of the
Lamb to cease your operation that causes doctrinal division
among God’s people. I, hereby, as a Believer, command you to
loose the people of God. I pull down your stronghold of division
in the mighty name of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Next, go to the positive verse that is to replace the stronghold that
16
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was pulled down. Cry out, “In the name of Jesus Christ, I replace
this stronghold of division with the stronghold of the unity of the
Spirit: ‘That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro,
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of
men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive.’”
Now, you are ready to pray over the situation. You may
say something like this, “Dear Heavenly Father,
You said in Your Word, ‘There is one body,
and one Spirit, even as ye are called in
one hope of your calling; One
Lord, one faith, one baptism,
One God and Father of all,
who is above all, and
through all, and in
you all.’ I ask You
to deliver Your
people
from
false doctrines
and unscriptural teaching. I ask
You to bring the unity
of the Spirit back to
Your children.”
DIVIDED HOUSEHOLDS
Another example I have prepared for you is in the area of a divided
household:
Stronghold: “The father shall be divided against the son, and
the son against the father; the mother against the daughter, and
the daughter against the mother; the mother in law against her
daughter in law, and the daughter in law against her mother in
law” (Luke 12:53).
Replacement: “And all thy children shall be taught of the LORD;
and great shall be the peace of thy children” (Isaiah 54:13).
July-August-September, 2018
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Prayer: “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the
coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD: And he shall
turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the
children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a
curse” (Malachi 4:5-6).

“

thy children shall

Be taught of the Lord; and

shall be the peace of thy children.”
First, read out loud the stronghold Bible verse, “The father shall
be divided against the son, and the son against the father; the
mother against the daughter, and the daughter against the mother; the mother in law against her daughter in law, and the
daughter in law against her mother in law.” Then say something
like this: “Satan, I command you to get your filthy hands off of
my family members and my household. Although the Bible says
there will be division among family members, it will not be in
this household because this household will be in the will, plan,
and purpose of God. I command you by the power of the Word
of God and in the mighty name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by
the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ to cease your operation. I,
hereby, because of the yoke-destroying anointing, bring down
that stronghold of division in the households.”
Next, replace the negative stronghold with the positive strong18
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hold scripture. You may say, “By the authority of God’s Word and
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and because of the redemption
of the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, I hereby, speak peace and
unity among my household and family members because the Bible
says, ‘And all thy children shall be taught of the LORD; and great
shall be the peace of thy children.’ I, hereby, bind this truth to my
household in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.” Note: You may
want to mention names or certain situations that would help to reinforce what you have confessed.
Now, it’s time for the prayer. You may want to say, “Heavenly
Father, I know that You said there would be division in families
and You said that a man’s foes would be those of his own household, but I also remind You as a blood-washed child of God and by
the authority of Your Word that You promised, ‘Behold, I will
send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and
dreadful day of the LORD: And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers,
lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.’ I’m asking You to do
that now. Lord, I want to thank You in advance for what You are
doing to restore this family into perfect unity—not only my family,
but the families of all the Christians.”
RESISTING THE TRUTH:
Now, let’s look at one more example:
Stronghold: “That they all might be damned who believed not
the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness” (II Thessalonians
2:12).
Replacement: “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he
will guide you into all truth...” (John 16:13).
Prayer: “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make
you free” (John 8:32).
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Remember to first read aloud the selected verse for the stronghold: “That they all might be damned who believed not the truth,
but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” Then, you can pray,
“Satan, I command you by the authority of God’s eternal Word
and in the mighty name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the power of the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ to loose those people you
have bound who are resisting the truth. I command you in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ to get out of these churches. I pull
down this stronghold by the authority given to me by the Lord
that the people will not be damned for not obeying the truth.”
Replace the stronghold by saying, “By the authority of God’s
eternal Word which says, ‘Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is
come, he will guide you into all truth…,’ I command you to loose
that deceptive spirit off of the people and I bind the Word of
truth to them (see Proverbs 6:20-21).”

After pulling down the stronghold and replacing it with the positive, you can pray, “Dear Heavenly Father, I know there are a lot
of people today who are resisting the truth, but I’m
asking You, Lord, to bring
the people out of the bondage they have been in that
the truth can make them
free as You have promised
in Your Word: ‘And ye
shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make you
free.’ I ask You, Lord, that
You would open their
blinded eyes to truth and
help them to recover
themselves out of the
snare of the devil.”

20
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The illustrations listed in this article are an example of the possible use for the Battle Plan strategy. It may be condensed compared to what you want to pray or speak over a situation.
If you would like to receive the complete copy of the Battle Plan
strategy free of charge, you may write or call us at the ministry:

800.311.1277
PO Box 70, Mt. Crawford, VA 22841
contactus@tllmi.org
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Find Us On

facebook
https://www.facebook.com/tllmi/
contactus@tllmi.org
800.311.1277
http://tllmi.org
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“Crossing borders with the Word of God.”
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