am anticipating the season that lies before God’s people.
In the shifting sands of culture and the ever evolving
world of crazy, there’s a hope burning in the core of my
spirit that God is moving in the hearts of young people
across this land. Recently, I had the privilege of
ministering alongside approximately 40 young people in
the city of Philadelphia. We had opportunities to pray and minister to
drug addicts, prostitutes and people from all walks of life. José, Eli, and
John were just a few of the youth we encountered. At 15 years old, they
thought they were just being “cool” smoking weed on a doorstep. As we
approached them, my group and I began casually talking with them and
soon turned our conversation to God and His destiny for their lives.
Satan had already blinded their minds by telling them smoking a joint
wasn’t such a bad thing as long as they didn’t get involved with the
serious drugs. Without being critical, I was able to introduce them to a
few young people with me who were of the same age but were choosing
to walk with God. I could see the Spirit of God beginning to tug at their
hearts as our conversation deepened. Before we left, the young boys
joined with us as we gathered in a circle holding hands to call on God to
touch their lives and help them to make the right choices as they step into
an ever uncertain future.
Being an extension of God’s love and mercy to people in need is still the
call of the Gospel to every generation. At the age of 17, the Holy Ghost
came upon my life and set my world on fire! The pleasure seeking, lust
driven teenager that I was, turned into a God-seeking, hope-filled child
of God. The road hasn’t been easy but God is faithful and has sustained
me through the tests and temptations of this world. I heard a statement
from an old preacher the other day, “I don’t fear failure as much as I fear
being successful at the wrong thing.” What an admonishment to this
success craved generation we live in!
Keep looking to Heaven and remember the God of miracles that we
serve. Expect a miracle in YOUR LIFE!!!

Have you ever wished there were real answers you could give to
those you know who are hurting? Have you ever looked at someone who was in bondage to sin, past hurt or was walking in unforgiveness or bitterness and wished there were something more you
could do? What about your own life? Have you longed for more
freedom in your walk with God?
Well, there are things you can do to gain victory in your life in
Christ. Some of them seem quite simple yet they are not always
easy to carry out. You cannot just go through a spiritual recipe,
walking once through each step and expect to be free. The keys
you will look at here require changes in your way of living.
How did I learn of these keys to victory? One day after I had been
praying and fasting for our church, the Lord showed me that
many of His children are in bondage and need deliverance. He
began to reveal to me the keys that would release His people from
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their chains. After that day, I began teaching these keys to our
church and on the radio.
I believe the reason these simple keys are overlooked is because
many believers have had religious traditions forced upon them
and they can barely discern the difference between religious opinion and the Word of God. In fact, tradition is often one of the
bondages that must be broken in most people’s lives if they want
to have all that God has prepared for them.

As I continued in prayer, the Lord revealed a vision of the endtime army of the Lord. This was no weak, self conscious, boundup group of misfits. It was a victorious army of warriors who
were going through the land with such power and strength that
the nations of the world were shaken by their influence.
The Lord spoke to me and said, “My people have been living in
the past. They have been holding onto unforgiveness, grudges and
hurts for years.” He showed me that pastors bear a degree of responsibility in this regard. Many church leaders no longer believe
what the Bible teaches and have begun to exchange the truths of
the Word for the traditions of men. This has opened the door for
the devil to attack our people because the Word of God has become “of none effect” (Mark 7:13) in their lives.

4
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In that vision, the Lord revealed seven things the church must do
in order to maintain her freedom and fulfill the commission He
has assigned to her. Each of the keys is found in the Word of God
but the practice of them is certainly not found in many traditional
churches. When I began to search the Scriptures, I was at first disturbed by the fact that some of the teachings seemed to be recorded for the Old Testament saints rather than for our own day. I also
saw that if I accepted what God was telling me, I would have to
forsake many of my traditional thoughts and teachings. After a
thorough study in the Word of God, I realized that I had been
wrong and I became willing to lay aside the opinions of men in
order to embrace the clear teachings of God’s Word.
These Seven Keys to V ictory have become such a blessing to my
own life and ministry that I now desire to share them with others.
My goal is to help bring all of God’s children into the fullest
measure of blessing and deliverance possible through learning to
worship God in the way He deserves to be worshipped.
Some of the things you read in this book may be familiar to you
while others, perhaps, may not have ever been seen in your
church; or you may have seen someone else doing these things
without realizing what exactly they were doing. Each key has an
importance all its own and each is supported by the Word of God.
Some of the keys were easy for me to embrace while I felt that
others had been so misused that I hesitated to teach about them. I
quickly realized that no matter how a gift of God has been misused, He expects His children to continue to show forth the genuine gifts in the fullness of His Spirit.
In recent years, God has been restoring praise and worship to His
people everywhere and many have experienced the power that
comes with learning to praise Him. Many have received marvelous breakthroughs as they embraced the wonderful plan of God
for His children to praise Him “in every thing” (I Thessalonians
5:18). Still, many have not yet experienced that the key to their
deliverance lies in expressing praise and worship to the Lord
October-November-December, 2018
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through a combination of ways revealed to me. If you are still living in defeat, I want to encourage you — the Lord has victory for
you! He has not forgotten you! He wants to draw you closer to
Himself. As I see the results of the seven keys being put to work
in the lives of various believers, I can’t help but marvel at how
people are being set free. They are being set free from their past
lives of pain and selfishness the more dependent they become upon the Almighty God. I have watched people enter into a new joy
in the Lord. This is not a temporary victory which many people
enjoy for a few days after some special conference. This victory
has a lasting effect within the hearts of those who embrace it.
When people respond to the Lord in the matter of praise and worship, their hearts are softened. They become more receptive to
hearing the Lord speak to them allowing Him to correct the things
in their lives that have long hindered them from receiving the fullness of God.
Because our church has been practicing these things now for several years, we know that if they are followed in a decent and godly manner, they will work. I now invite you to share some of the
things that have happened to us. We must all recognize that it is
time for us, as the people of God, to rise up and gain victory over
our own problems so that we can work to turn our nation back to
God. Multitudes of hopeless and helpless people throughout the
land are heading for an endless eternity without Christ unless we
can reach out to them before it’s too late. We must be in a position to win these people for this is the work our Lord has entrusted to us. I firmly believe that putting into practice these seven
keys will enable us to prepare for the task ahead.
God is looking for obedient children who He can use. Let us be
those who operate our churches His way and those who proclaim
liberty among the people of God. We can begin by learning to
obey Him in the Seven Keys to V ictory.

6
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This article is an excerpt from the book
Seven Keys to Victory.
To learn the seven keys and how to apply them to
your life, write or call the ministry to receive your
FREE COPY of Seven Keys to Victory!
Or, visit us at www.tllmi.org and
download the e-book!

U.S. Only

Email: contactus@tllmi.org

TLLM
PO Box 70
Mt. Crawford, VA
22841
Due to high postage, we are not able to mail these
books overseas. We apologize for any inconvenience
this may cause.
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ave you ever wondered why God chose to anoint
David? Psalm 89:20-21 says: “I have found David my servant; with my holy oil have I anointed
him: With whom my hand shall be established:
mine arm also shall strengthen him.” The Bible doesn’t say
whether David was a popular young man or not but I doubt that
8
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he was a part of the in-crowd. He was just a young lad out on a hill
in Bethlehem tending sheep for his father every day. I’m sure he
was not a perfect young man growing up, yet God saw something
in his heart that was genuine— faithfulness.
God wants to raise up men and women like David in this generation. He is searching for those He can anoint for the work of His
October-November-December, 2018
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Kingdom. That could be YOU! Whether you believe you are significant is irrelevant. David didn’t appear to be a likely candidate,
but he had a heart to faithfully serve the Lord. God is looking for
those who are faithful, who will stand the test of time. Not men
and women who are driven and tossed. Not spiritual flakes. Men
and women who have integrity, sincerity, respect and honor in
their hearts. Although some may have drifted from the trail or
made a wrong turn, they always returned to the right path with a
determination to be faithful.

A LION’S ROAR
The roar of a lion is the
most frightening and intimidating sound on the face of
this earth. I Peter 5:8 says,
“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom
he may devour.” The devil
has been using the intimidating roar of this world’s
system to destroy God’s
people. Many have been
afflicted by the roar of the
wickedness of this world. It
has destroyed their faith and
cluttered their minds. Some
have succumbed to the roar
of the lion and fled their
post. Those of you who are
being intimidated by the
roar of this world, I have
news for you…IT’S ONLY A ROAR! It may be ringing loud in
your ears trying to persuade you to submit but you must never
succumb to its ways.

10
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Psalm 89:22 speaks of David: “The enemy shall not exact upon
him; nor the son of wickedness afflict him.” David would not allow the roar of fear, discouragement and despair to intimidate
him. They may have tried to gain ground but were not able to succeed. When he faced a lion and a bear, he faithfully stood his
ground. It was his duty to protect his father’s sheep and he refused to be intimidated by the roar of those beasts. God gave him
the strength to overcome. It is time for you to stand up! Rise up!
Be bold: “The wicked flee when no man pursueth: but the righteous are bold as a lion” (Proverbs 28:1). Remember, the Lion of
Judah is with you!
Goliath had never been defeated before he was confronted by David. He stood intimidating Israel with his size and threatening
words until...God found a young man who stood with courage.
God wants you to be that person to overcome giants. He wants to
anoint you! He wants to help you! He is your Defender and
Shield. He wants to help your children grow up and become men
and women of righteousness. He wants to protect your family by
the strength of His hand when everything else is trying to close in
to suck out the life of God in you and snuff out the candle of the
Lord inside of you. I’m here to tell you that God has found David
in this generation. That David is going to be you! God will use
you because of faithfulness. You must refuse to bow and succumb to fear and lies.

TESTS AND DECISIONS
Before David was trusted to be a leader in Israel, God tested him.
Whether in the field as a shepherd boy or on the battlefield facing
Goliath, God was proving his faithfulness. God is testing many of
you today. It may take years of testing and proving your faithfulness before the field of opportunity is opened.
Young people, prove to God that you can stand faithful against
the lion of this world. It will try to intimidate you under the disguise of peer pressure. It tries to rule every young person’s life.
I’ve been there. It’s a devil. It has a loud voice. It tries to get you
October-November-December, 2018

11

to conform to what everyone else is doing. David was out in the
field faithfully tending the sheep while everyone else went to the
ball games and parties. Are you going to be that faithful young
man or woman? God is watching you.
There is nothing more important or beautiful than a young person
making a decision for God when they are six, eight or ten years
old and remaining faithful for the rest of their life. That is where
the blessing of God is going to come. If you make good decisions
as a young person, God will be able to use you in the future. It’s
important to make the right decisions. Not everyone does. There
are big decisions that you must make that will affect the rest of
your life. I remember one of those life-altering decisions in my
own life when I was a teenager. I was compromising my direction
to please the people around me. One morning, I woke up face to
face with a decision. I sat up in bed, kicked my feet over the edge
and Heaven spoke to me, “Today, you will make a decision which
way you will go.” I don’t know how I knew it was God’s voice

12
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but somehow I knew Heaven had spoken. Deep down inside, I
knew what I had to do. When you face difficult decisions in life,
you usually know which direction you must go if you look deep
down inside. The problem is that almost every single time it’s the
path of the most resistance. I was literally trembling because I felt
the decision I was making would affect the rest of my life, but I
knew I was making the right choice. I don’t know what would
have happened if I hadn’t made that decision. Only Heaven knows.
There have been other times, since that day, that I was faced with
life changing decisions. You may be struggling with life changings
decision now. They are never easy to make but God is looking for
someone with the heart of David who will remain faithful.
I challenge any of you, no matter your age, to make the right decision today! Allow God to find you. Say, “Yes,” to whatever God
wants you to do. Life will try to pull you away from those things
that God wants you to pursue. It wants to take you off course. It
may even try to take you on the right road but down the wrong side
of the road. Make sure you remain on the right path. There are
times you will face failures but when it comes to those big decisions, there may not be a second chance. It’s a tight road. You
can’t be reckless. The more you walk with God, the tighter the
road becomes. Remember Moses. He was an awesome man of God
yet he hit the rock instead of being gracious and merciful to the
people. He faced the consequences when God refused to allow him
into the promised land. Even Esau could not reverse his decision
although he sought repentance carefully with tears (Hebrews
12:17). Be sure you make the right decisions because it could effect the rest of your life. Ask God to help you. He wants to lead
you on the right path.

BE REAL
God wants you to be a real person, not a hypocrite. Have you ever
had a juicy steak placed in front of you that made your mouth water but when you took a bite, it was full of gristle? What a disappointment! There are many Christians who portray themselves in a
similar manner. They look godly on the outside but are still trying
to fit in with the world. Unfortunately, their heart is being conOctober-November-December, 2018
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formed to the ways of this world. There are men who look good
and talk right. They can preach great and be entertaining or eloquent but…beware! What’s in their heart? “For they that are
such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by
good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple” (Romans 16:18). You need to be real by LIVING a godly
life and being transparent to the world around you.
Brother and Sister Rodes touched many people’s lives through
their example. It wasn’t because they were on the cutting edge of
everything new in society. They just walked a straight line. It
wasn’t popular but if someone needed help they knew where to
go. We need more people like that in this world. It’s a high
standard, but if you choose to be real you can be someone others
can trust when they need help.
Are you real? Can young people safely follow you? Young people are crusaders. When you get them on the right path, they will
fight the battles in the kingdom. All you need to do is light that
fire and be a faithful example. Not everyone will be attracted to
that faithfulness but there will be a few. God found David while
the rest of Israel was cowering in fear because of Goliath. David
knew he may have to stand alone at times, but he was determined
to serve God with all his heart. Because he made God his refuge
and strength, he remained faithful and was greatly used by the
Lord.

CONFUSION
How many of you have experienced confusion? Confusion is the
result of being unfaithful according to Daniel 9:8: “O Lord, to us
belongeth confusion of face, to our kings, to our princes, and to
our fathers, because we have sinned against thee.” I don’t want
confusion in my life. It’s not a place where people of faith dwell.
Are there times of uncertainty? Yes. Many times. Confusion is
when you are torn between two different worlds. You’re listening
to two different opinions. You’re giving ear to the roar of the lion
of this world and at the same time wanting to listen to the Lion of
14
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Judah. That is
what happened to
Israel. They were
trying to serve
God but in the
midst of it they
backslid and rebelled. God can’t
use a wimp. He
can’t use someone who is double minded and
viewing
the
world with two
eyes. He is looking for someone
who is faithful. If
you are suffering
with confusion in
your life, God
wants to liberate
you. Humility and surrender are the greatest tools you can use as a
Believer. Repent for allowing confusion to sidetrack you:
“Heavenly Father, I surrender to your will, plan and purpose for
my life.” God never promised a life without battles but he did
promise to help us: “And I will beat down his foes before his face,
and plague them that hate him. But my faithfulness and my mercy
shall be with him: and in my name shall his horn be exalted. I will
set his hand also in the sea, and his right hand in the rivers. He
shall cry unto me, Thou art my father, my God, and the rock of my
salvation. Also I will make him my firstborn, higher than the kings
of the earth. My mercy will I keep for him for evermore, and my
covenant shall stand fast with him.” (Psalm 89:23-28). Plant your
feet on the Rock of your salvation—steadfast, unmovable, and unchangeable. You may feel like you are standing alone, but you
must determine to remain faithful! It’s uncomfortable but God
found David, He found Mary and He is going to find you! Down
inside of you somewhere there is a seed that can grow into something He can use to minister to those around you. Grab courage.
October-November-December, 2018

15

Keep your eyes focused upon the Lord, surrender to Him and allow Him to take care of the rest.

CONCLUSION
The spirit of David is waiting to rise up out of you. Man or woman of integrity, God wants to anoint you to fight battles. He is
looking for giant killers. He is looking for faithful servants. He
wants you to shine as a candle to this generation because you
have something that is different. There is fire in your eyes and a
light in your heart. No longer are you seeing double vision but
your eyes are set on the path. When the lion roars, you will sit at
the feet of the Master saying, “Yes, Lord!” and “No” to self.
There is a toxic poison sweeping across the church world encouraging you to say, “Yes,” to yourself. That does not line up with
the Word of God. You must deny yourself, take up your cross
and follow the Lord Jesus Christ. There is no other option! You
cannot say, “Yes,” to self when it comes to your will, plans and
agendas. You may want to every day but every day you must surrender at the feet of Jesus. One day, the blessings from faithfulness will overwhelm your life. It won’t be because you said,
“Yes,” to yourself but because you said “Yes,” to the King and
remained faithful through every temptation. 

Find Us On

facebook
https://www.facebook.com/tllmi/
contactus@tllmi.org
800.311.1277
http://tllmi.org
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-Daniel D. Rodes-

Priority Management
How well do you prioritize your life? Do you place a priority on
your relationship with the Lord? How much priority do you place
on spending time with your family? What do you place first on
your list? Paul commended the churches of Macedonia because
they “...first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the
will of God” (II Corinthians 8:5). It is important to prioritize your
relationship with God, your calling and your time spent with your
family. You need to learn how to balance those priorities so one
does not interfere with the other.
The Lord expects you to take care of your family. There are times
when you, as a dad, should prioritize time to spend with your
children. Just remember, if you promise your child that you will
take him fishing or do something special with him on a certain day
of the week, you need to make that your priority. Broken promises
can cause your child to lose trust in you.
October-November-December, 2018
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Many people believe if you are called to the ministry, it is normal
to neglect your family. That’s not true! God does not want you to
neglect your family but at the same time, make sure your family
does not hinder the work of the ministry.
Years ago, I told my family that I was going into my study to
meditate and seek the face of God. I made it clear that I didn’t
want to be disturbed until a set time. After about an hour in my
study, I heard a tiny tap on my door from my three year old
daughter. I answered, “Yes?” The voice of my little daughter
whimpered, “Can I come in?” When I opened the door, she cried
out, “I know I’m not supposed to bother you, but I’ve got a
problem!” I sat her on my lap and inquired of her issue. It seemed
like a small matter to me but it was a big deal to her. After I
comforted her, she merrily went on her way. My priority was
temporarily changed because there was a family member in need.
My daughter didn’t go to mom because she felt like dad was only
one who could help her at that time. If my daughter had
interrupted me requesting to play ball, the answer would have
been different. After her problem was solved, I was able to return
to prayer and meditation without further interruption.
There may be times when your priorities need to change. You
need to learn to manage what comes first in your life and set your
priorities in order.
Where do you rate in managing your priorities?

Excellent Good Fair Poor

Procrastination Management
When you don’t prioritize your tasks, you tend to procrastinate.
There were times my wife would ask me to do something for her.
Because it didn’t seem important to me, I would procrastinate and
18
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become distracted. Although I originally planned to do what she
requested, there were times a project was not completed because I
didn’t make it a priority. If you delay your duties, they may never
be accomplished. Don’t allow procrastination to control your life.
You can manage it by focusing on the current job until it is
complete. That will help you to remember even the smallest
details.
Matthew 25 gives the illustration of five virgins who
procrastinated in buying oil. When the bridegroom came, they
found themselves unprepared. Your procrastination may not seem
as serious as that of the five virgins, but if you allow it to control
you, it could affect an important part of your life. Procrastination
will rob you of blessings. Learn to manage your time instead of
putting off those things that appear to be of little importance. Make
a decision that you are not going to procrastinate anymore. It will
help you accomplish more in life.
Where do you rate in managing procrastination?

Excellent Good Fair Poor

Busy Schedule Management
How do you handle a busy schedule? Luke 10:40-42 tells the story
of Martha and Mary, “But Martha was cumbered about much
serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that
my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that she
help me. And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha,
thou art careful and troubled about many things: But one thing is
needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be
taken away from her.” Jesus didn’t sympathize with Martha.
Instead, He rebuked her for her frustration. If you become
frustrated and irritated when you are busy, it only makes things
worse. Calm down and learn to manage your busy schedule.
October-November-December, 2018
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My wife and I were janitors of our church for years. Because our
lives were busy, we scheduled a cleaning day. It was easier to
accomplish the task when we managed it. If it’s your responsibility
to accomplish a task, learn to make room in your schedule to
complete it. If you don’t manage your schedule, you won’t get
things done.
Jesus had a busy schedule yet he refused to be overwhelmed by all
the demands of ministry. One day, while waiting for his disciples
to return with food, a woman came to the well where he was
resting. She was in need of guidance and He was able to manage
His time and minister to her needs while he was waiting.
On one of my travels, I was at a restaurant sharing miracle stories
with another couple. While relaying the details of a trip overseas
and the things God had done for the people in that country, I was
interrupted by a man who had been seated nearby. He said, “Sir, I
couldn’t help but overhear some of your conversation. Did I
understand you correctly? Did you say that miracles still are
happening today?” I informed him that was right. He stood
astonished. Then, he revealed that he was a pastor but had never
heard that Jesus still healed today. By the time I was finished
talking to him, he walked away with a new look at God’s power. It
is important not to allow a busy schedule to cause you to miss the
opportunities God places in your path.
Where do you rate in managing your schedule?

Excellent Good Fair Poor

Interference Management
How do you respond when people show up unannounced and
interfere with your time or busy schedule? You must manage your
attitude to keep from becoming irritated with the interference.
Keep this in mind when you are the individual who wants to just
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“drop in” on someone. I believe it’s best to call the people you
wish to visit instead of showing up unannounced.
There are times when phone calls can interrupt your schedule.
I’ve had people who would call me on the phone and ramble on
for quite a while before stating the reason for their call. I was
busy and didn’t feel I had time for useless conversation. If
someone calls when you are unable to visit on the phone, learn to
politely ask them to call at a more convenient time. If you are the
one calling, be considerate. Ask the person if they have time to
talk. It may be better to call back later.
While visiting at a church, my wife and I were asked, as guests of
honor, to be first in line to partake of the wonderful fellowship
meal that had been prepared for lunch after the service. Before we
got to the food table, someone stopped my wife to talk. This
individual did not realize they were delaying everyone from
getting food. If you are a person who enjoys talking a lot,
remember to be considerate of others and make sure you are not
interfering with someone else’s time.
Arriving too early or late can be another way of interfering. We
had invited a couple for an evening meal but they didn’t arrive at
the designated time. The food had been ready for a while and had
started to cool before they finally reached our home. They had
been inconsiderate of our time and our hospitality. While it is
important to be on time, keep in mind that you can also interfere
by arriving too early. If the host or hostess is not ready, it may
seem inconvenient if you arrive too far ahead of the scheduled
time.
Integrity will help you learn not to interfere with the time of
others. When someone interferes with your schedule, try to be
polite and respond in a correct manner. Ask the Lord to help you
manage correctly so you can still accomplish all your tasks.
Where do you rate in managing your priorities?

Excellent Good Fair Poor
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