It’s been a year since Brother Rodes has
gone home to be with the Lord. My wife
and I are increasingly grateful for the
years of prayers, teaching and leadership he invested into our lives and
countless others across the world. He taught us the importance of being
true to your word, that your word is your bond with humanity and God
and that integrity requires you to never be late for ANYTHING! Respect,
honor and submission were principles he lived by and taught to many.
Never one to quit or give up, he embodied strong, godly character to a
generation of Believers trying to navigate the shifting sands of time. He
lived with a sense of urgency and his prayer life was a testimony to that
urgency. In his later years, when age began to take a toll on his physical
body, he mentioned many times, “The one thing the devil can’t keep me
from doing is praying.” Prayer was a part of his daily work. God’s
people were in his heart. He cried out to God on behalf of the needs of
the radio listeners and countless others whose prayer needs came into the
ministry.
Will you be used of God in your generation? Is strong, godly character
and integrity a hallmark of your life? God will be searching the world in
2019. This scripture comes to my spirit at this hour, “For the eyes of the
LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to shew himself strong
in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him” (II Chronicles
16:9). The rich young ruler who came to Jesus in Mark 10 was so close.
Jesus lovingly looked at him and said, “One thing thou lackest....” A
humble, submitted servant would have quickly responded, “Yes, Lord,”
but the young man turned and sadly walked away. That “one thing” was
enough to separate him from Jesus. God’s people and the world around
us need light in this generation. Your life and your prayers can and will
make a difference!
Thanks so much for your prayers and financial support over the last
year. It is much needed and greatly appreciated! We pray blessing over
you and your family as you anticipate the year ahead!

By Daniel D. Rodes

Invitation Management
While visiting in England, an American was invited to meet with
an anointed preacher who had a strong relationship with God. He
eagerly anticipated the meeting hoping to finally experience
God’s presence as others had testified. On the day appointed, the
American casually arrived with a newspaper tucked under his
arm. The preacher welcomed him in and began to discuss gardening. To the American’s disappointment, the conversation remained on secular subjects. After awhile, he asked why they were
not talking about spiritual things. To his astonishment, the
preacher rebuked him: “It would be a waste of time! You did not
come prepared to receive a spiritual impartation. You didn’t even
pray before this meeting.” The Spirit of the Lord had revealed
that this American was not truly interested in spiritual things but
on his own reputation. The American accepted the rebuke and
learned a valuable lesson that day which changed his life.
Matthew relates the story of ten virgins. They each had received
an invitation to a wedding but only five of them were prepared to
meet the bridegroom. The other five missed their opportunity because of their carelessness, “And while they went to buy, the
bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to
the marriage: and the door was shut” (Matthew 25:10).
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God is inviting you to step into a greater spiritual realm. He wants
you to enter into a deeper relationship with Him. Are you too focused on carnal things to accept His invitation? Learn to manage
your life so you do not find yourself outside the door.

Where do you rate in managing your invitations?

Excellent Good Fair Poor

Organization Management
The difference between failure and success is often related to how
well you are organized. If you are not organized, you will rarely
succeed at anything.

Many years ago, I took my car to a mechanic. The cost per hour
was very pricey so every minute used was valuable. However, the
owner was unorganized and spent 15-20 minutes looking for the
tools he misplaced. I was disgusted because I had to pay for the
wasted time. If he had organized all his tools, he wouldn’t have
needed to waste all that time looking for lost items.

“Find ways
to organize
your life.”

4
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Another time, while
farming, I called
someone to repair the
refrigeration system
in my dairy barn.
When the man arrived, he said, “Oh
no! I forgot my tools.
I’ll have to go back
home and get them.”
I had to pay for the
extra time it took to
retrieve his tools. Instead of apologizing

for being unorganized, he excused himself by saying, “If I had to
be responsible for all my mistakes I wouldn’t make any money.”
Needless to say, I didn’t call him for future repairs.
It is important to realize that others will often be affected by your
lack of organization. Find ways to organize your life. It will not
only make it easier for you but those around you will also benefit.
When you learn to be organized, it will save wasted time and
change your atmosphere. Doesn’t it feel so much better to walk
into a room where things are organized instead of in disarray? If
you have not done well in this area, make a decision to begin organizing your life today.

Where do you rate in managing organization?

Excellent Good Fair Poor

Orderly Management
We lived near a man who had a beautiful, well-managed farm.
After he and his wife passed away, the son inherited the property.
Within 6 months, the beautiful farm looked like a junk pile because the son did not keep everything in order.
When your life is in order, you will want to keep things clean.
When our sons were growing up, I instructed them to make sure
our farm was clean and well kept both inside and out. I didn’t
want our property to look trashy. An agent from our insurance
company drove past our home and was so impressed he wrote us
a letter complementing our cleanliness. He also informed us they
would be lowering our insurance cost because they felt they could
trust a person who was clean and orderly.
Although, my sons tried hard to continue with the upkeep of the
farm, they sometimes missed places. On such a day, the milk inspector arrived unexpectedly. This man was known to be very
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cranky and complain about every little detail. After the inspection, I saw that he had graded our bulk milk tank as dirty. I said,
“Sir, I just came from a farm you inspected whose tank was much
dirtier than mine and you passed it. Why?” He said, “You’re so
neat and cautious about keeping things in order, I want to make
sure you don’t get in the habit of being unclean.” Another time, I
caught him washing our sink. When I questioned what he was
doing, he said, “One of your boys must have come in to wash
their hands and left grease on the sink. This place is so neat and
orderly, I didn’t want to mark anything against it so I decided to
clean it for you.” Because of training our sons to be orderly, we
reached the top 10% of the cleanest dairy farms on the East coast.
An orderly life will often be reflected in both the natural and spiritual. I Corinthians 14:40 says, “Let all things be done decently
and in order.” If your spiritual life is in disarray, you will not
have true order in your natural life. Learn to manage your life to
be orderly in every area.
Where do you rate in managing order?

Excellent Good Fair Poor

Attitude Management
When people say, “You have an attitude,” what are they talking
about? It’s ok to have an attitude but the real question is, “What
type of attitude do you have?” Is it good or bad?
A man asked me to pray because his business was not prospering.
He told me in a gruff tone, “My business is failing! Will you
come and pray for it to succeed?” It was a cold, cloudy day when
I went to visit his business. When I walked in, the office was dingy and the lights were dim. The room was cold and the owner
was wearing a coat because he was trying to save money by not
turning on the heat. Yet, he couldn’t understand why he didn’t
have more customers. I thought within myself, I probably would6
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n’t want to do
business
with
him either. I told
him I would
pray, but inside I
was asking the
Lord to reveal to
this man the
need to turn on
more lights and
heat and change
his nasty attitude that was diverting potential customers. I never
was able to give him the solution because he wasn’t ready to listen. He would have gotten upset if I had told him how I felt.
Another individual approached me with a grouchy attitude, “I
don’t know what’s wrong with my life! Nothing is going right for
me.” His tone of voice exposed his problem.
Your attitude is often expressed in both your words and actions.
If you struggle with a negative attitude, ask the Lord to help you
manage it. Make a decision not to let unpleasant circumstances
ruin your day. Proverbs 16:24 says, “Pleasant words are as an
honeycomb, sweet to the soul, and health to the bones.” Learn to
overcome with a joyful and pleasant attitude.
Where do you rate in managing your attitude?

Excellent Good Fair Poor
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t’s very interesting and somewhat scary when you think
about the church leaders during the time of Jesus. As a
newborn baby, He passed right through their hands when
they circumcised Him yet they never saw who He really
was. Has Jesus passed by you recently? Ask yourself, “What part
of Jesus am I not seeing in my Spirit? What part of Him do I not
fully understand?” Many people enjoy the illustrations of a loving, happy, peaceful Jesus blessing the children or holding a
lamb but there’s so much more to Jesus that you and I could behold and experience. Sadly, that side of Him is not taught in our
culture today. It’s important to me that our hearts and eyes have a
renewed vision of this great Jesus who so loved us and gave us
everything.
The Apostle John was a man known as the disciple whom Jesus
loved. He closely followed His Master and served Him faithfully.
After the ascension of Jesus, John continued ministering the gos8
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pel for many years until he was finally banished to the Isle of Patmos. It was during this time that John penned the book of Revelation and explained the amazing encounter he had with Jesus Christ.
Although John had spent much intimate time with Jesus during His
earthly ministry, he had never before experienced this side of his
Master. “And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks; And in the midst of the
seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a
garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden
girdle. His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as
snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; And his feet like unto
fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the
sound of many waters. And he had in his right hand seven stars:
and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength. And when I saw
him, I fell at his feet as dead...” (Revelation 1:12-17). John couldn’t even stand in the presence of this fearful Jesus. He continued to
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describe Him further in Revelation 19:13-16: “…he had a name
written, that no man knew, but he himself. And he was clothed
with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word
of God. And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon
white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. And out of his
mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth
the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And
he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.” That doesn’t sound like the
Jesus most people want to hear about! That sounds like a great,
mighty, conquering King called to return to this earth to restore
righteousness. This is the Messiah, the great I AM! He is the King
of kings and the Lord of lords!
Isaiah had seen a similar vision of the Lord that caused him to
tremble. He wrote, “In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also
the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train
filled the temple. Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six
wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered
his feet, and with twain he did fly. And one cried unto another,
and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth
is full of his glory. And the posts of the door moved at the voice of
him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke. Then said I,
Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips,
and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes
have seen the King, the LORD of hosts. Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken
with the tongs from off the altar: And he laid it upon my mouth,
and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken
away, and thy sin purged” (Isaiah 6:1-7). When Isaiah saw the
Lord, he cried out in repentance. He felt unworthy to stand in the
presence of this great and mighty King. I believe this is a view of
Jesus that God wants to reveal to the end time church.
I value and relish the times of the still, sweet presence of the Lord
but I believe it is time we experience the awesome, powerful
presence of Jesus Christ. The world is afraid of this Jesus because
they would rather view Him as a loving, gentle friend who allows
10
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them to do as they please. Yet, they don’t understand this powerful Jesus is the Hope for their soul. This Savior wants to set them
free from the sin that controls them. “And from Jesus Christ, who
is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the
prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and
washed us from our sins in his own blood, And hath made us
kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and
dominion for ever and ever. Amen” (Revelation 1:5-6).
God’s plan of
salvation
is
greater
for
you
today
than it ever
has been but
there will be a
battle. Only
the valiant and
honest, those
who
really
want God and
call upon his
name, are able
to escape the
grasp of sin. Your flesh will lie to you every day and tell you that
Jesus is becoming like us, but if you listen closely, the Spirit of
God will tell you that you need to become more like Him. The
flesh will tell you that you are lord of your life, but the Spirit says
that God is the Lord of your life. Your flesh may tell you that this
world is your home but the Word of God will remind you that
you are a pilgrim and stranger. The years we spend on this earth
are only a glimpse of eternity. That’s why you need to make sure
your perspective of the Messiah, the King, is clear, pure and untainted from the world around you. The world will change. Cultures will change. People will change. But God will never change.
He is the same forevermore: “Jesus Christ the same yesterday,
and to day, and for ever” (Hebrews 13:8).
It’s important that you and I understand that we are called to
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stand up for this great Messiah. We have been called to walk in
God’s gracious love and kindness. We have been called to be a
testimony of His goodness, holiness and righteousness. We are
called to walk in the instruction of the Word of God. Yes, God
wants to guide us down the pathway of life like a loving Father or
a shepherd guiding His sheep, but remember, there will also be
times of correction. Ultimately, it’s because of His love toward
us.

The first time I opened the Bible after being filled with the Holy
Spirit. I read: “Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier
of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entangleth himself with the
affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to
be a soldier” (II Timothy 2:3-4). I didn’t know then of the battles
I would face in the days, months and years to come. They were
battles against my fleshly desires. The old things in me had to die
as Heaven came in with its pruning shears trimming the branches.
As long as I kept my eyes on the King, He stayed with me every
step of the way.
I believe life should be fun, but wise is the man who knows when
to cut off the fun. Did you know the cares of this life are actually
addictive? They are fun! But in the midst of the cares of this life,
12
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the Word of God is choked out. The pleasures of the world wrap
around the tree like a venomous vine choking out the life. You and
I then become unfruitful. We must be on guard against these things
and know when it is time to be sober: “Wherefore gird up the loins
of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to
be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (I Peter
1:13). Allow God to help you navigate through the uncertain roads
of life. In His great mercy, He wants to guide you to His eternal
home. Make sure you are walking on the right path doing the right
things in obedience to His Word.
God wants to be there for you through all your battles and struggles. He wants to take you by the hand and help you through your
difficulties. He wants to destroy every addiction or habit that is in
your life. Jesus has the power to help you overcome. He wants to
bring light and hope to you. He wants to step into your home and
liberate your family. Liberate you from addiction. Liberate you
from the cares of this life. He wants to liberate you from the things
that are desensitizing you from His Word and who He is. He so
much wants you to be a part of Him.
The Lord wants to bring His glory into your house. What would
happen if He walked into your home today in glory and splendor?
How would you respond? Would it make you want to rid your
home of anything that would be displeasing? Do you think you
would view Jesus differently? When you think of Jesus in this
light, the fear of God strikes your soul. Your heart changes. Maybe
you would pay Him more reverence. Maybe you would worship
Him in a greater measure. Maybe you would be more mindful of
Him in your everyday life. Ask the Lord to reveal Himself to you
for who He really is. Open up the door for Jesus and allow Him
into your heart. Allow Him to clean out the mess you made and
renew a right spirit within you. When you make a decision for Jesus Christ, He will become your Advocate standing between you
and the Father to appeal your case even when your humanity crumbles under the assaults of this world. There’s liberty, freedom, and
understanding in recognizing how frail you are as a human being
and how much you need the God who died for you. Living for God
is the greatest decision you could ever make.
January-February-March, 2019
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Love should be a normal way of life for Christians because most
everything in the Bible is focused on love: love for God, love for
your neighbors and love for your enemies. However, above all
else, you must love God: “Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love
thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang
all the law and the prophets” (Matthew 22:37-40). When
you love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength,
you will have a prosperous life. But how do you love God
with all your heart, soul, mind and strength? It’s impossible
with only natural love; you must have the love of God within you. When you receive God’s love, your whole view of
life will transform and you will better understand how to love
God, your neighbors and even your enemies.
Natural love is an emotion that is inside everyone but it can easily
increase or decrease. If the love of a newlywed couple is based
solely on emotions, their love for each other will quickly fade
when they face challenges in life. If they are filled with God’s
love, they will be able to withstand tests and trials and maintain
true love for each other.
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God’s love is from everlasting to everlasting. When God fills you
with His love, it is endless. “The LORD hath appeared of old unto
me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee” (Jeremiah 31:3).
Nothing can destroy the love of God when it is established in the
heart. It’s a foundation that may be shaken but can’t be broken.
Earthquakes cannot shatter it. Storms cannot destroy it. Even
through trials and tests, God’s love will remain. It’s permanent.
It’s sound. It’s there at all times—24/7.
When God’s love is flowing in
your life, your focus will be on
Him day and night. Some people
wonder how their meditation
could be on God all the time.
Think about a young man and
woman who are dating. Their
thoughts constantly drift to the
person they love. All their waking hours are consumed with
thoughts of that person they hope
to marry. When I was courting
Esther, I dreamed of the day we
would be married. When I finally
gathered enough courage to ask
her father for his blessing concerning our marriage, my heart was
thrilled to receive his positive answer. I was so excited all I could
think about was my sweetheart. When you have true love for your
Heavenly Father, you will be excited about spiritual things. You
will long to spend time in His presence and worship Him. Nothing will be able to distract you from your love toward Him.

“If ye love me,
keep my
commandments.”

LOVE IS OBEDIENT
Jesus said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15).
When you love God, everything in you will be centered on pleasing Him. You will love Him so much, you will have no desire to
disobey. You will be afraid to hurt your Heavenly Father. You
will do what He commands.
16
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I have had many situations where I had to prove my love through
obedience. When the Lord first prompted me to begin preaching on
the radio, I made the excuse that I didn’t feel anointed for that
work. The Lord graciously persisted until I finally submitted to the
call. Over the years, it became normal for me to preach on the radio. Although I never personally met most of my listeners, I loved
them greatly. I felt as if I was standing in their presence as I
preached. If I had not submitted in love, I would have never experienced the joy of obedience to the voice of God.

LOVE IS PATIENT
When you are filled with the love of God, you will have more patience with those around you. My wife and I hated being apart. She
wanted to go everywhere I went and I wanted her to be with me.
People would wonder how we could tolerate being together day
and night. They confessed that when they spent a lot of time with
their spouse or family they would begin fighting. How sad! True
love can change that. I learned years ago how to express love to
my wife. I didn’t want to hurt her. Someone expressed concern that
I had too much affection toward her and wouldn’t know how to
cope with the separation if she would die. I responded, “I will never regret showing love to my wife.” She has now passed on but I
am grateful for the love we shared for so many years. If your love
is strained, God’s love can help you respond correctly. His love
will give you wisdom to be patient toward your family instead of
saying hurtful remarks.

LOVE IS GENTLE
Tenderness and gentleness will become a part of your life when
you are filled with love: “Thou hast also given me the shield of thy
salvation: and thy right hand hath holden me up, and thy gentleness hath made me great” (Psalms 18:35). I saw a man who was
greatly troubled walk into my church. Although I didn’t know his
struggles, it was obvious something was wrong. I went over,
wrapped my arms around this older gentleman and gently said,
“Brother, what can I do to help you?” He wasn’t expecting to hear
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words of compassion. Suddenly, his expression changed and he
began to pour out his heart to me. Love healed his wounds and he
went home delivered.

LOVE IS KIND
Love will teach you how to treat others. Luke 6:31 says, “And as
ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise.”
My wife and I experienced a time to be examples of this verse
when we needed to pick up our tax forms from our accountant’s
office. Since the filing deadline was approaching, the office was
overwhelmed with hustle and bustle. Tension was high, people
were snappy and the office was disorganized. To the astonishment of the staff, my wife and I announced that we would buy
lunch for everyone. When we returned with their orders, the atmosphere was completely changed. The employees were more
relaxed and everyone was smiling. Their spirits had been lifted by
this small act of love. Love will cause you to bless people and be
kind. The results are amazing!

LOVE IS FORGIVING
I experienced a time where my mother misunderstood what I said
and thought I had spoken a curse word. Without hearing my explanation, she gave me a hard spanking. Afterward, I went out to
the yard to pout about her unfairness. As I meditated upon her
actions, my attitude changed. I began to realize my mom did not
want me to grow up speaking bad words. It was love that required
her to discipline me to help me stay on the right path. While pondering this, I forgave my mom for the misunderstanding. I never
forgot that experience. It taught me a tremendous lesson that affected me for the rest of my life.
Years later, I had another experience with unfair discipline. At
school, a boy was telling me a story. I responded, “How?” A
teacher overheard my response and immediately came over and
shook me hard. “Shut your dirty mouth!” she shouted. Then she
proceeded to humiliate me in front of all the younger students. I
didn’t know what I had done wrong. Apparently, she thought I
18
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said a bad word.
For years, I was
plagued with bitterness toward that
teacher. Even after
I was married, I
still thought about
how that teacher
embarrassed and
mistreated me. One
day, I was reminded of the time my
mother gave me a
spanking I didn’t
deserve. The love
of God required me
to forgive my
mother. It was then that I realized I needed to forgive my teacher
for her misunderstanding. After I forgave her, my spirit was set
free. You will never live life to the fullest until you learn to forgive
those who trespass against you. To love is to forgive. To forgive is
to live.

When the love of
God is flowing from
you, His grace will
help you to forgive
others.

Jesus is the perfect example of forgiveness: “Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted
his raiment, and cast lots” (Luke 23:34). They nailed Jesus’ hands
to the cross! They put thorns on His head. They hurt Him and
bruised Him, yet He still said, “Father, forgive them; for they know
not what they do.” That’s marvelous! How can anyone respond
with so much forgiveness? When the love of God is flowing from
you, His grace will help you to forgive others.
When God called me into the ministry, some of my friends rejected
what I was doing. One day, the Lord asked me to forgive all those
who had hurt me. I was surprised because I thought I had forgiven
them but the Lord revealed I had not truly forgiven from the heart.
I fell to my knees and asked the Lord to show me how to forgive
them. At that moment, true forgiveness poured out of my innermost being. I began to pray for those who had hurt me with a cry
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of compassion, “Lord, my enemies must make it to Heaven. Remember them for Jesus’ sake. I love them. I forgive them. They
don’t know what they are doing.”
My wife had a very forgiving spirit. She didn’t know how to hold
a grudge. Before she died, I asked her, “How did you develop such
a forgiving spirit?” It wasn’t inherited. She said, “It was a choice. I
chose not to hold grudges. I chose to be forgiving.”

PRAYER
If you would like to experience a deeper love in your heart, you
can pray: “Teach me, Lord, how to love You with all my heart,
soul, mind and strength. Teach me how to love my neighbor as
myself. Teach my how to love and forgive my enemies. Teach me
to love others as You love them. Teach me to respond to people
the way You would respond. Teach me to be kind and gentle.
Thank You, Lord, for filling me with Your love.”

“

That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith;
that ye, being rooted and grounded in love,
May be able to comprehend with all saints what is
the breadth, and length, and depth, and height;
And to know the love of Christ, which passeth
knowledge, that ye might be filled with
all the fulness of God.”

~Ephesians 3:17-19
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harity suffereth long, and is kind;
charity envieth not;
charity vaunteth not itself,
is not puffed up,
Doth not behave itself unseemly,
seeketh not her own,
is not easily provoked,
thinketh no evil;
Rejoiceth not in iniquity,
but rejoiceth in the truth;
Beareth all things,
believeth all things,
hopeth all things,
endureth all things.
Charity

faileth.

I Corinthians 13:4-8a
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“Crossing borders with the Word of God.”
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 Times are based on a 24 hour clock; programs are 15 minutes in duration.
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