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In this magazine, I wanted to focus on “The
Family Altar” in one of the articles. There is
a mandate upon us from the Holy Ghost to
raise families who love and serve God. The
father of faith (better known as Abraham)
had this testimony from God, “For I know
him, that he will command his children and
his household after him, and they shall keep
the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD
may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of
him” (Genesis 18:19). God knew this champion of faith. He saw a
man who would pass on the connection he had with Heaven to the
next generation. He knew Abraham would stay the course even
when he was called to a strange land because he was firmly settled
to follow Heaven’s direction. He was even proactive in
establishing the future course of his son, Isaac, by instructing his
servant how to find a wife for his son: “And I will make thee swear
by the LORD, the God of heaven, and the God of the earth, that
thou shalt not take a wife unto my son of the daughters of the
Canaanites, among whom I dwell: But thou shalt go unto my
country, and to my kindred, and take a wife unto my son
Isaac” (Genesis 24:3-4). Are there parents, today, who are
committed to this lifelong task of leading their family in the right
direction? The Lord spoke to me in a service at our church recently
and said, “It will take more discipline for parents to raise a Godly
family than it takes to discipline the children.” Prayer alone will
not save your young children from the jaws of Satan. The
scriptures are clear, “Train up a child in the way he should go: and
when he is old, he will not depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6). Every
single one of your children will be confronted by the snake (satan)
as Eve, “Did God say..?.” They will have to make a decision—
rebellion or obedience to God. Some parents may say, “My
teenager has already made the wrong decision.” If they’ve already
reached an age of making their own choices, prayer and fasting is
still a weapon that you can utilize as an overcoming soldier of
God. Surrender to God and go assault hell on behalf of your
children/grandchildren. Don’t take no for an answer! There is still
hope! God loves you and your seed!

Attitude Management
In the previous quarterly, we began discussing attitudes. It’s ok to
have an attitude but what type of attitude do you have? Is it good
or bad? In this article we have included a list of negative attitudes
many people struggle with and instructions on how to manage
those areas.

Nasty:
People who are nasty may excuse their bad attitude by placing
blame on something or someone. Some have a misled concept
that we are supposed to just put up with the way they are. While I
4
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was in the grocery store, a woman walked in with her children. I
knew she was a professing Christian but her nasty attitude never
displayed the character of a Believer. She was always very angry
and demanding toward her children and did not have a pleasant
tone of voice. This not only affected her children but others
around her would avoid her because of her nasty attitude. The Bible warns in Proverbs 15:18, “A wrathful man stirreth up strife:
but he that is slow to anger appeaseth strife.”
If you don’t manage your attitudes, you will find yourself in a
position where neither Heaven nor Earth will appreciate you.
Your relationship with the Lord can become broken and angels
will be hindered from ministering to you. If you have a problem
April-May-June, 2019
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with a nasty attitude and have been unsuccessful in changing your
character, cry out to God to help you make those changes. Learn
to manage your words by making sure they are seasoned with
salt: “Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt,
that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man” (Colossians
4:6). Learn to speak kind words: “A soft answer turneth away
wrath: but grievous words stir up anger” (Proverbs 15:1). It’s
your responsibility to God and man to be pleasant to those around
you. Make a decision to manage your attitude to become pleasing
in the sight of the Lord.
Where do you rate in managing a nasty attitude?

Excellent Good Fair Poor

Judgmental:
Be careful not to judge a situation too quickly. You don’t always
know why people do the things they do. The individual you are
judging may be going through a dramatic experience and needs
your help.
I had hired a man to come to my house and work on my furnace.
When he didn’t show I started to investigate where he was. I
called the business where he worked and they didn’t know his
whereabouts but informed me they would give him my message.
Still, no response. I became frustrated with the situation and was
determined not to hire this man anymore. It wasn’t until later that
I received a call from his office informing me there had been a
tragic accident the day before and the man had been killed. I was
ashamed because I had been quick to judge before I knew the situation.
One morning, a farmer woke up early, as usual, to milk the cows.
His wife and nine children were sound asleep in their farmhouse
when he went down to the barn. While he was busy milking, he
was drawn by a glimmer of light. When he glanced toward the
direction of the light, he saw a horrific scene. His house was in
6

April-May-June, 2019

flames! He quickly dropped what he was doing and ran to the
house in hopes to rescue his wife and children but he was too late.
The fire had engulfed the entire house with all his belongings and
family. Most of us cannot identify with this type of loss but in his
great grief and sorrow, he needed someone to comfort him.
When Job lost his children, livestock and crop all in one day, his
friends were quick to judge his character. They believed God
wouldn’t have allowed those bad things to have happened if Job
was living right. Surely, God would have protected him. They
didn’t know the Judge of all the earth was still in charge of the
situation. Later, it is recorded that Job had to pray for his friends
because of their judgmental attitude (Job 42:7-8, 10).
The Bible warns: “Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with
what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again” (Matthew 7:1-2).
How do you want to be judged when you face hard situations? If
you judge someone completely wrong, Heaven may place that
same judgment on you. The way you pour out judgment upon
others will be returned to you again.
I enjoyed listening to a group of young men who had formed a
quartet. Their voices blended together beautifully. I didn’t know
them personally so I inquired from someone about one of the
young men who had caught
my attention. The person
responded harshly, “He’s a
show off. He thinks he can
sing good.” I was shocked
by the rude response because I had not detected a
proud attitude in the man. If
someone else had heard that
judgment, it would have discouraged them from continuing to listen to their music.
Don’t judge someone else
just because you don’t have

“Be careful not
to judge a
situation too
quickly.”
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their talent. Be careful. The judgment you place on others is often
wrong.
There is a right time for judgment. You should judge between
right and wrong. If someone wobbled into the church unable to
gain his balance and smelled of alcohol, you could rightly assume
that he was drunk...but stop there. It’s wrong when you start judging why he is that way and becoming critical. He may need your
prayers to be delivered.
Where do you rate in managing a judgmental attitude?

Excellent Good Fair Poor

Strong Spirited:
There are some people who are strong spirited. They can be domineering, controlling or stubborn. Their attitude may be, “You’re
going to do things MY way! If you don’t, you will regret it.” That
reminds me of children who throw a temper tantrum when they
don’t get their way. It’s like a cyclone!
Your family could be hindered
if you have a strong spirit.
When Nabal responded negatively to David’s request, he
could have brought great disaster to his whole house: “Now
therefore know and consider
what thou wilt do; for evil is
determined against our master,
and against all his household:
for he is such a son of Belial,
that a man cannot speak to
him” (I Samuel 25:17). His
wife, Abigail knew trouble was
coming to her household because of the stubbornness of her
8
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“Responding with
kind words and
a gentle spirit can
help break through
frustration.”

husband. In an attempt to rescue her home, she appealed for mercy and was granted favor.
I went into a business place, one time, when the owner was revealing anger and frustration toward the customers. I wanted to
leave and give my business to a competitor. Instead, I decided to
wait in line until it was my turn. When I walked up to the desk, he
greeted me roughly, “What do you want?” All of a sudden, I felt
the anointing come upon me. I don’t remember what I said, but
the whole atmosphere changed. When my work was completed,
the man approached me with a different attitude, “I’m so glad you
came today. You changed the whole atmosphere in this place.”
Sometimes strong spirited people need someone to respond with
kind words and a gentle spirit to break through their frustration.
If you have a strong spirit, ask the Lord to help you manage it
correctly. You need to recognize it as wrong, take authority over
it and bring it down. You have an obligation to manage that attitude. It doesn’t have to be your nature. You can change!
Where do you rate in managing a strong spirited attitude?

Excellent Good Fair Poor

Stress and Frustration:
Some people don’t know how to manage stress. When they are
placed in stressful situations, they become nervous and frustrated.
Frustration is a foreign expression that should not be in your life.
In the book of Luke, Martha became frustrated with her sister for
not helping with meal preparations when Jesus came to their
home. She appealed to Jesus to correct her sister, Mary. Instead of
sympathizing, the Master rebuked her: “… Martha, Martha, thou
art careful and troubled about many things: But one thing is
needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be
taken away from her” (Luke 10:41-42). It was true, Martha needApril-May-June, 2019
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ed help to prepare a meal, but her attitude was wrong. If I had
been there and Martha had approached me out of frustration,
“Brother Rodes, Mary is just sitting here listening to you talk
while I need her help in the kitchen. Would you talk to her and
tell her to help me?” I probably would have agreed and rebuked
Mary. That’s not how Jesus responded. He saw her heart and
knew there was a deeper issue—many things caused her frustrations. Mary had already made the choice not to be frustrated.
As a minister, there are often multiple situations requiring my immediate attention. One day, my wife answered the ringing phone
then handed it to me. While I was still conversing with that person, the other line rang with another individual who needed to
talk to me. Then, I was needed elsewhere. After those situations
were under control, an individual pulled in my driveway desperately needing to be counseled. This continued the entire day. By
evening, I had enough. I wanted to relax and eat my supper in
peace. I had to guard against frustration by learning to deal with
one situation at a time.
Stress can be good. Most people should be able to function under
some stress. If you can learn to control stress, you can walk
through difficult times without frustration. One way I have found
to help in stressful times—get a glass of water, sit down and just
relax! Allow the situation to calm itself. Make a decision that you
will not become frustrated. Learn to manage stress before it controls the whole atmosphere.
Where do you rate in managing stress and frustration?

Excellent Good Fair Poor

Temper:
When things don’t go the way you plan, your attitude may be
challenged. For example, if something goes wrong, you may be
able to manage it but if two things go wrong, you may become
irritable. If three things go wrong—beware! You may lose your
10
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temper. Sometimes it may even catch you off guard.
I knew a man who was working to invent a gadget for farmers. He
confessed to me that he had a frightening experience while working to perfect his invention. After spending many hours without
success, he lost his temper and threw his hammer across the room.
Later, he regretted what he had done and was ashamed. He hadn’t
realized that type of anger was inside him and was grateful no one
else had been in the room. He made a decision to manage his temper and not allow disappointment to control his actions. His invention was perfected and is now used in farms all across the U.S.
Many people are known to lose their temper in difficult situations.
It’s very important to learn to keep your anger under control:
“Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear,
slow to speak, slow to wrath: For the wrath of man worketh not the
righteousness of God” (James 1:19-20). Make a decision to manage your temper. After all, who is in control of your life? God will
not send an angel to guide you with a steering wheel. You must
learn to take control of your attitude. Manage it the same way you
learned to drive your car. One day, a friend of mine picked me up
to go to a meeting. On the way, a car pulled out in front of us causing him to brake quickly. My friend became angry and snapped,
“If I had a military tank, I would run over that car.” I was shocked
by his reaction and was afraid of what could have happened. When
someone is in the way…STOP! Don’t become angry (although at
times you may want to).

When I had a printing business, I had to learn not to react in anger
when something went wrong. One day, one of my employees overturned the hot wax she was working with onto a very important
project for a client. When she saw what happened, she panicked.
Instead of becoming angry, I quickly ran to her side, “Don’t panic
now! We have to work fast to clean up the wax while it is still
hot.” Because of our fast reaction, we were able to recover the project without damage. Later, that employee asked, “Why didn’t you
get mad at me?” I told her I had learned that it doesn’t help the situation when I get mad. Although I struggle with my temper, I’ve
learned to manage it and not let it get out of control. The more you
April-May-June, 2019
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learn to manage your attitude, the easier it becomes.
Where do you rate in managing your temper?

Excellent Good Fair Poor

Timid, Shy:
When I was a child, I was extremely shy. One day, I was outside
playing with the other children when my parents called me in to
meet our visitor. He was a German who was having trouble communicating with my family. Although we spoke both German and
English in our home, his accent was thicker. My parents felt I
could help interpret for them since my accent was different from
the rest of the family. As I began to realize the importance of this
task, I was able to lay aside my shyness, listen to his words and
interpret them to my family.
If you struggle with shyness, learn to manage your character to
become friendly. You can’t just hide in a corner expecting others
to recognize you. When you walk past others without a glance,
they won’t understand why you are ignoring them. Learn to make
yourself available.
Often a shy person is suspicious and fearful. A shy child may
cling to the skirt of his mother, afraid that someone will harm
him. Teach him how to overcome and be friendly to those around
him.
When it was time to appoint Saul as king, he couldn’t be found.
He had hidden himself. I am amazed that this man, chosen to be
king, was hiding because he was shy. Later, he overcame it.
The Bible says, “The wicked flee when no man pursueth: but the
righteous are bold as a lion” (Proverbs 28:1). If you are going to
be righteous, you need to manage that shyness. You can’t be bold
and shy at the same time.
Where do you rate in managing shyness?
12
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hen I was growing up, my family read the Bible
and prayed together every day. During those times of devotions,
my parents taught us many Bible stories and encouraged us to
memorize scriptures. When I surrendered my life to the Lord later in my teens and received the Holy Spirit, all those stories and
verses became alive. It was like fire on dry wood. I was so hun14
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gry for more of God. The
preacher behind the pulpit
didn’t have to spend years of teaching to fill my spirit with the basics of the gospel. It had already been established by my parents
through the family altar. I am so thankful, today, that my parents
were intentional about teaching me the Word of God.
April-May-June, 2019
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Abraham was a man whom God knew would direct his children
in the ways of the Lord: “For I know him, that he will command
his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the
way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may
bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him” (Genesis
18:19). Abraham (which means “father of many nations”) built an
altar to the Lord that was continued by future generations
(Genesis 12:7; Genesis 26:24-25). Because he intentionally taught
his family to seek God, they followed his example and were
blessed.
Are you, as parents, intentional about creating a
family altar in your home?
Can God trust you, fathers,
to lead your family in the
ways of the Lord? This
generation has taken fatherhood too lightly. Some
fathers have even forsaken
their responsibility entirely. The morals of our nation and the statues on
which we were founded
have gone in a downward
spiral. Because of this, our
nation has lost the blessing
of the Lord.
In the 1600s, a young Puritan preacher was called to
a church in southern England. When he arrived, he
was disappointed by the
coldness and indifference
he found in the church. It
was established with a
group of wealthy, well16
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known people but something was missing. He felt a need for the
family altar to become established in every home in the community and dedicated the next three years to pursue this goal. That
cold and indifferent church began flourishing. Because of this
young pastor’s stand, God began blessing him and the people
around him when the men and women became intentional about
teaching the Word of God in their homes.
It’s time for fathers to be intentional about creating a culture that
is God ordained. It’s time to build your own family altar in the
home instead of allowing the world to train, teach and guide your
children. Fathers, there is a calling that God has placed upon you
as a leader of the home that goes beyond walking in a personal
relationship with the Lord. Take it a step further to a higher level
and bring your family into this culture. There are callings within
your wife and children that God has called you to nurture, to admonish, guide and teach. I believe you will become more effective if you do things together as a family. Even the body of Christ
becomes more effective when they do things together. Here’s the
challenge—it’s work! You may need to sacrifice your personal
independence and become intentional on seeking God for direction to lead your home.
When Jacob made a decision to include his entire household in
building an altar to the Lord, revival broke through in his family:
“Then Jacob said unto his household, and to all that were with
him, Put away the strange gods that are among you, and be
clean, and change your garments: And let us arise, and go up to
Bethel; and I will make there an altar unto God, who answered
me in the day of my distress, and was with me in the way which I
went. And they gave unto Jacob all the strange gods which were
in their hand, and all their earrings which were in their ears; and
Jacob hid them under the oak which was by Shechem. And they
journeyed: and the terror of God was upon the cities that were
round about them, and they did not pursue after the sons of Jacob” (Genesis 35:2-5). When you make a decision to reestablish
the family altar, it will open the door for a great revival in your
home.

April-May-June, 2019
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As fathers and mothers, you need to make a decision that hell is
not going to get your children. It’s not the pastor’s responsibility
to train your children. They are called to lead the congregation but
that’s only about 4 hours of the week. Parents, the other 164 hours
is your responsibility. Your children need to know that you are
praying for them. They should know that mom and dad seek the
face of the Lord continually. If the preacher and the Sunday
school teacher are the only ones who put spiritual things into your
children, what do you think is going to happen? You may think
it’s too hard and takes too much time but when you are older and
see the fruit of your labors in your children’s children, you won’t
regret those extra hours you spent building the family altar. The
book of Proverbs gives you the hope that the seeds you planted in
your children will never leave them even when your children are
grown: “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is
old, he will not depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6). It’s your responsibility to help your children not to forget what you have already
established in them: “That the generation to come might know
them, even the children which should be born; who should arise
and declare them to their children: That they might set their hope
in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments: And might not be as their fathers, a stubborn and rebel-

Order your free copy of

“The Family God Can Bless”
By Pastor Daniel Rodes

TODAY!
6 CD album

800-311-1277
Or write to us at
PO Box 70, Mt. Crawford, VA 22841
18

April-May-June,
2019
email: contactus@tllmi.org

lious generation; a
generation that set not
their heart aright, and
whose spirit was not
stedfast
with
God” (Psalm 78:6-8).
Some parents hesitate
on establishing high
standards for their
family because of the
intimidation of the
world’s system and
even some Believers.
They are persuaded to
believe they are too religious or too strict with their children and
should allow them more freedom. Those clichés are what the progressive Christian wants to place on those who choose to walk
with God. It has caused many to allow the secular culture to permeate their homes and even churches. Although it may not manifest immediately, the effects of the secular culture are slowly seeping in to draw us away from God. Time will reveal who will faithfully serve God when the smoke clears and the dust settles.
You only have a span of years to continually put the good news of
the Word of God into the hearts of your children and raise up laws
and statutes in them. You are called to teach your family what the
Word of God says about life; to teach them the importance of calling on the name of our great God and seeking His face. Some of
you may not have been raised with a family altar and are the first
generation to build it in your home. Some of you have benefited
from the family altar for years because it was established by many
generations before you. No matter who you are, it’s important to
establish the family altar in your home now. You can never start
too young. Now is the time to create the presence of the family altar. For those of you whose children are grown and may even have
grandchildren that are not serving God, there is still hope. Seek
God and call upon His name for mercy. If you are a single parent
or don’t have a God-fearing spouse, you may have to build the
family altar on your own. I have known mothers who built a strong
April-May-June, 2019
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family altar with their children that continued to future generations. God gave these women the wisdom to accomplish the task
singlehandedly.
Daddy (or mommy), it’s your responsibility to initiate a time for
daily devotions by gathering your family together and teaching
your little ones to sit still in their chairs. Seeking God is about
making it a statute and a way of life. God wants a kingdom of people seeking his face and walking in His ways. He wants to lead
your family to a land flowing with milk and honey. Moses described the Promised Land in Deuteronomy 11:11-12. I want to
replace the word “land” with “home” as you read these verses:
“But the [home] , whither ye go to possess it, is a [home] of hills
and valleys, and drinketh water of the rain of heaven: A [home]
which the LORD thy God careth for: the eyes of the LORD thy
God are always upon it, from the beginning of the year even unto
the end of the year.” How many of you want to experience the
“Promised Land” in your home? I do. I don’t want to face life’s
battles without God’s benediction and blessing upon my household
but it must first begin with me, then my wife and flow into our
children that God has entrusted to us. It’s our responsibility to establish the values of God in our children. We must teach them
things that are holy, just and right: “Therefore shall ye lay up these
my words in your heart and in your soul, and bind them for a sign
upon your hand, that they may be as frontlets between your eyes.
And ye shall teach them your children, speaking of them when thou
sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, when
thou liest down, and when thou risest up. And thou shalt write
them upon the door posts of thine house, and upon thy gates: That
your days may be multiplied, and the days of your children, in the
land which the LORD sware unto your fathers to give them, as the
days of heaven upon the earth” (Deuteronomy 11:18-21). How
many of you want Heaven upon the earth? I want it! Your babies
and children want it! Have you ever heard the term “hell on
earth”? That’s what most homes are experiencing today—fighting,
fussing and bickering—but there is a better way. There is no better
inheritance to leave the next generation than hope in God so that
your children will know when they run into difficult times they can
turn to God and He will help them.
20
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1) Read the Word of God
You should have a time of
reading the Word of God. This
may be as simple as choosing
a chapter of the Bible to read
aloud. Sometimes I read the
whole chapter and sometimes
my wife and I will take turns
reading it together. You can
also include your children in
reading as they are able.

2) Praise and Worship
I believe there needs to be a
time of singing and worship.
You may want to incorporate
both children’s songs and
worship songs in your time of
singing if you have small
children. There are many
songs that can help them learn
the stories of the Bible.
3) Pray
There needs to be a time of
prayer around the family altar.
There is a famous quote that
says, “The family that prays
together stays together.”

“Crossing borders with the Word of God.”
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