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I believe the church of Jesus Christ stands on
the precipice of a revolution in our generation.
As a pastor, I’ve heard the disappointments,
fears and shortcomings that the church has
been to many believers. Some of the concerns
bear weight and need to be heard and
addressed. Others are nothing short of mere
excuses coming from those who use the
church’s shortcomings as a crutch to serve the
world instead of God.
At this hour, there’s one thing certain in my spirit. There will be those
who refuse to be dissolved in the mixture of the so called “church”
and this secular age. If you think there’s no hope for this generation,
look further and dig deeper. There will be chosen, God ordained
vessels crying out for righteousness. Some will be old, some young
and others middle aged. They will rise up in every culture and nation.
They will know their God! The book of Daniel affirms this, “...but the
people that do know their God shall be strong, and do
exploits” (Daniel 11:32).
I believe my eyes will see the Church once again becoming a force. A
world superpower! A spiritual world superpower! This is a high
calling to our generation. I see simple, faithful men and women
hearing a cry. It’s a cry this world will never hear. Deep in the bosom
of their spirit—a longing, a searching, a seeking for something better
than the cheap, meager, fare of this world’s dainties. God will anoint
these people and together they’ll rise as a unit and a force that nations
will once again need to contend with. Rulers will need to consider
their words. Leaders of nations will tremble in their presence. This is
the Church! Not some weak, worn out, scandal ridden, religious
machine. As a pastor, I choose to stand with the Church! The world
may have every right to accuse, condemn, and laugh at us now but
the church that Jesus paid for is waking up. Who will stand with us?
Who will fight along with us? Who will not accept the world’s
verdict of the church? So rise up, good soldier, in the name of our
God! We can do this! “And they that be wise shall shine as the
brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness
as the stars for ever and ever” (Daniel 12:3).
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We all need to experience “clean” in our lives.

To
be “clean” is not only physical but also spiritual. It is the most
liberating experience—to feel the cleanliness of God’s Spirit and
His Word in your life. That’s freedom!
When you can walk with a clean conscience, you become very
dangerous to the works of darkness. It should be your greatest
endeavor to walk on the face of the earth with nothing between
you and God or you and humanity. To walk in a state of loyalty
and communion with God. To experience His forgiveness in your
life every day. His blood continually washing you and cleansing
you. “Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience” (I
Timothy 3:9). To receive this lifestyle, you must choose it but it’s
not any easy route. There will be times you will face situations
where your flesh wants to take charge. It wants to manipulate you
to do things for your own benefit instead of others. That’s the
nature of the carnal mind but it’s not who you really are.
Many hungry and deprived people need us to experience the
October-November-December, 2019
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“clean” time and again. You don’t have to look far to see the
needs of the people around you. The greatest thing you can give
these people is to be a man/woman of God with a clean
conscience. It’s only then that you can become a liberating force
in the lives of people you come into contact with. When the
woman at the well met Jesus, she knew He was different from the
other men she had known. His character was different. The words
that He spoke were different. She was being drawn to Him. It
wasn’t a fleshly attraction—it was a spiritual attraction! Jesus
would not have attracted the woman at the well if he had not
experienced a clean relationship with God and humanity. Our
carnal nature wants to take on certain prejudice towards people
and cultures that gets us into a lot of trouble and leads us to
unforgiveness and bitterness. Jesus was not like that. He met
people where they were. He had a clean conscience…He had
nothing to hide.
When you walk in the Holy Ghost, you become attractive to this
world. There is an atmosphere and a bubble of freedom that walks
with you wherever you go. Have you ever been around people
who make you feel like a weight has lifted off your shoulders and
hope stirs in your heart? They don’t even have to say anything.
It’s the presence of God upon humanity. Not because they have
been so pious and religious. It’s because they are continually
submitting to God. It’s the greatest act of sacrifice you can give to
Heaven. That’s who you can be. That’s who God has called you
to be! It’s deeper than a personality trait. It’s a character rooted in
the power of God’s Word and the principles and doctrines of the
kingdom of Heaven. It’s more than just a feeling. It comes
because your convictions are based on the Word of God. The
source of your strength is trust and reliance in God.
The Bible says, “And what agreement hath the temple of God
with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath
said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their
God, and they shall be my people” (II Corinthians 6:16). Your
physical body, what others see every day, is a dwelling place for
the Holy Ghost! How many Believers understand what that
represents? Do you understand the responsibility that places upon
6
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“When you walk in the Holy Ghost,
you become
to this world.”
you as a Believer? There are endless possibilities inside of you,
not because of who you are but because of the decision to house
the Spirit of the great God of Heaven. What an opportunity for
you and I to be a blessing to the world around us. We need more
of these men and women in the world. Men and women who are
vessels of the Holy Ghost—who walk with the real presence of
God living and abiding in their everyday lives. That’s an
awesome experience. It doesn’t matter how tough the battle, how
hard the day, how difficult the circumstance, the Holy Ghost is
with you. You have the power to overcome this world when you
link up with Heaven: “These things I have spoken unto you, that
in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation:
but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).
Because you have a clean conscience before God, His presence
surrounds you and continually fills and washes you. You are
connected to the supernatural world of God. It’s awesome to have
that clean conscience before Heaven. God wants it for you. You
need to believe that. It’s not based on how you feel but on your
decision to walk through this life as a servant of the Most High
God.
We need people in this generation who can look others in the eyes
and say with Jesus, “...the prince of this world cometh, and hath
nothing in me” (John 14:30). That’s freedom! Too many have
been listening to the wrong message on freedom in the world in
which we are immersed. Our freedom comes from the Holy
Ghost. It comes because He has washed and cleansed us and
removed the desire to be like the world, act like the world and
talk like the world. Can you boldly declare, “This is my testimony
October-November-December, 2019
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for Heaven? I am in this world but not of this world. I will serve
the Lord Jesus Christ regardless of what you think I am or what
you are going to say about me. I don’t care what you think of
me.” Did you know that last statement could be said by two
different people with two different results? A person in rebellion
could also say, “I don’t care what you think of me. It’s who I
am!” We need to be on
God’s side. Is there going
to be a battle to live
godly? Yes! Always!
Until we see Jesus’ face at
the end of our days. You
can do this with the Holy
Ghost inside of you! The
Holy Ghost will take
those fleshly desires and
temptations out of your
heart. Come before God
and ask him to remove
them. You may have to
get desperate or go on a
fast but you may be
surprised at what God will
do for you. God loves
when His children are
desperate for Him.

“We need to pass
on the
convictions
of the Word of
God and the
Holy Ghost
to the future
generations.”

Daniel and his three
friends had a belief that
was rooted in a strong
foundation in the doctrine of the Word of God. It was more than
just a good idea not to eat of the portion of the king’s meat. There
was a deep, profound conviction in their innermost being. We
need to pass on the convictions of the Word of God and the Holy
Ghost to the future generations. God wants it for our children. He
wants to help us. “And they shall be my people, and I will be their
God” (Jeremiah 32:38).
...will be continued in the next TLLQ.
8

October-November-December, 2019

- Daniel D. Rodes -

Part 2

C

hildren can be a blessing or a curse but it mostly depends
on how well they are trained. If they are not trained correctly, it can bring havoc and confusion into the home and
eventually lead to rebellion. If you have children, it is your responsibility and duty to direct them in the ways of the Lord and
make sure all is well with them.
Teach them Truth
Teach your children the importance of always speaking the truth.
Because we are born with a sinful nature, it seems children learn
to lie or deceive at a very young age. A child must taught: “But let
your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is
more than these cometh of evil” (Matthew 5:37). As your children
learn honesty, they will learn the value of the fear of the Lord and
will be afraid to lie.
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Teach Them How to Do Things Right
Your children need to be taught the difference between doing a
job right and doing it wrong. There is a right way and a wrong
way. When they clean their room or set the table, they need to
know how to do it right. When they learn this as a child, it will
benefit them later in life as an employee, parent or leader.
Teach Them How to Handle Disappointments
Moses knew Joshua would face discouraging times as he led the
Children of Israel into the Promised Land. “And Moses called unto Joshua, and said unto him in the sight of all Israel, Be strong
and of a good courage: for thou must go with this people unto the
land which the LORD hath sworn unto their fathers to give them;
and thou shalt cause them to inherit it. And the LORD, he it is
that doth go before thee; he will be with thee, he will not fail thee,
neither forsake thee: fear not, neither be dismayed” (Deuteronomy 31:7-8). Teach your children how to respond to disappointment and discouragement. Help them understand that disappointment is
inevitable but
they
can
choose not to
become discouraged
or
perplexed. Remind
them
that the Lord
will be there
to help them
and will not
forsake them.
Teach Them How to Handle Ego

Many people are self-focused. They are more concerned about
10
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their own reputation rather than others. You need to teach your
children not to be proud: “Pride goeth before destruction, and an
haughty spirit before a fall” (Proverbs 16:18). Explain to them
how to deal with ego. They will face a time when they are tempted to promote themselves to be seen and heard. Teach your children that it’s not wrong to be promoted but they should not exalt
themselves. Teach them to be a servant and allow God to promote
them: “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall
lift you up” (James 4:10).
Teach Them the Importance of Purity
In my youth, it was normal to hear dirty jokes often. On one of
these occasions, my brother-in-law spoke words of wisdom that
influenced me greatly. When asked if he would mind hearing a
dirty joke, he commented, “If it won’t help me on my journey to
Heaven, I don’t want to hear it.” When I became a Christian, I
had to make a decision to guard my ears from dirty jokes.
This generation is full of uncleanness. Their minds and bodies are
full of pollution. They don’t understand purity and morality because many parents lacked moral standards. If you have violated
God’s law, repent. Then, teach your children the importance of
obeying God’s law regarding purity: “Marriage is honourable in
all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God
will judge” (Hebrews 13:4).
Teach Them Forgiveness
Many people struggle with forgiveness and hold others accountable to their mistakes for years. They may say they forgive them
but continue to focus on how they were hurt. Your children need
to learn when they forgive, there are no strings attached. It’s over.
I heard a preacher testify of the time his father abandoned them
leaving his mother to raise him alone. On that terrible day, he had
laid on the floor in front of his dad begging him not to leave. Nevertheless, his dad was unmoved by his son’s plea and stepped
over him, walking out the door never to return. The boy’s mother
October-November-December, 2019
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worked hard to establish the Word of God into him and taught him
to forgive his father. When he was grown, he had such a concern
for his dad’s salvation, he would witness to him consistently but
faced rejection by being degraded and told that his religion was
stupid. When his dad died without the Lord, it was devastating for
the young man. He laid on the grave of his alcoholic dad for three
days pleading to God for wisdom and power to win souls. He
cried, “Lord, my dad went to Hell, but if you will teach me how to
help these type of people, I will win them for you.” That young
man became very busy for the kingdom of God. He said, “You will
never hear me criticize my dad. I will not accept it from you or anyone else because I have forgiven him. I have my own life to live
and will not blame my dad for what happens to me.”
Bless Your Children
Remember, to pray for your children daily because there will be
struggles they will have to face on their own. God is going to hold
you responsible for the destiny of that child if you do not pray for
them and train them in the ways of the Lord. Lay your hands upon
each of your children and speak blessings on them. Then, teach
them to lay hands on you, as parents, and pray for blessings upon
you.
The next time you fear the future for your children, thank God for
the guardian angel that is over them. Matthew 18:10 encourages us
there are angels guarding our children, “…for I say unto you, That
in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father
which is in heaven.” Each of your children has a personal angel
guarding them who is willing to help you raise them. However,
you also need to be aware there is a bid on that baby. Satan will try
his best to snare your child. You, as the parent, need to take a stand
and declare, “Satan, you are not going to have my children! I’m
going to pray for them and teach them correctly!”
Dedicate Your Children
To the Lord

It is important to dedicate your child to the Lord. There are several
12
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questions you should consider when making this decision:
1. Do you, as parents, agree to raise this child, whom God has given into your trust, in the fear of the Lord?
2. Do you agree to raise and discipline this child according to the
Bible?
3. Do you agree to love and exercise patience and leadership to
that child as long as he/she lives under your authority?
4. Are you aware that this child’s destiny can largely be determined by the way you live and the example of those you associate
with (friendships and church relationships)? Where you go to
church does matter. Is that child going to be around respectful children? There may be a time you have to pray for those other children.
Remember, you’re making a promise to God when you dedicate
your child to the Lord. There will be influences upon your children, both right and wrong but you can help to direct them in the
right pathway with godly training.

October-November-December, 2019
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The toys are scattered here and there
And paper chips are everywhere;
The chairs are tumbled out of place;
The baby wears a dirty face;
The floor has bits of garden loam—
I love it well, for it is home!
What matters at the end of day
If marks are left where children play,
For who would rob the children’s fun
Or needless scold a little one?
Yet when they’re safely off to bed,

We cannot go—we clean instead.

By Daniel D. Rodes

Discipline Management
“Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the
evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say,
I have no pleasure in them” (Ecclesiastes 12:1).

Right now is the time for you to make the decision to discipline
and manage your life. Whether you are a child, teenager, middleaged or older, now is the time to choose to serve the Lord and
make any necessary changes in your life. Some of you young
people may believe that it doesn’t matter how you live because
you still have your whole life ahead of you. It does matter. If you
don’t discipline and manage your life as a young adult, you will
reap the consequences in the future. Maybe you are already middle-aged. Start disciplining your life now to avoid disaster when
you are old. If you have learned proper discipline, you will know
what to do when you face problems, struggles or temptations.
October-November-December, 2019
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You won’t need to wonder whether to do right or wrong because
you have already made a decision to obey God.
If you don’t learn to discipline your life in every area, you could
face eternal loss. Everyone will face eternity. What you do now
matters. If you don’t discipline yourself, God will: “For if we
would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. But when we are
judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world” (I Corinthians 11:31-32).
A person who is not disciplined is obnoxious. They don’t know or
realize they have habits that are annoying others. Check your habits and learn to discipline them. A well-disciplined person has
control over their mind, will and emotions. It is very important to
be in control of your life at all times.

Where do you rate in discipline management?

Excellent Good Fair Poor

Critical Spirit
If you are around someone with a critical spirit, you need to learn
to manage your thoughts and actions. While talking to an individual, he began to critically describe another person’s situation,
“Well, I’ll tell you one thing, he’s not making as much money as
he claims. In fact, he’s barely making any money!” He must have
seen the questioning look on my face and quickly added, “Well…
unless something has changed….” I didn’t respond because I didn’t want to join with his critical spirit. There is a way to say
something negative about an individual without being critical or
judgmental. A critical spirit is out to destroy the reputation of others but a person of understanding wants to find out how they can
help others in their circumstance.
If you are in the ministry, you will be a target for those with a
critical spirit. They may blame you for things you didn’t say. A
16
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family left our church because they didn’t agree with something
they believed I said. I asked them to find the recording and play it
for me. They couldn’t back up their claim and responded, “Well,
we know you said it but we can’t find it.” Paul was wrongly accused of making the comment, “Let us do evil that good may
come….” But that’s not what he had said. Critics declared that Jesus had a devil but He knew how to manage His character around
those who were critical. Jesus left us an example to follow, “Who,
when he was reviled, reviled not again...” (I Peter 2:23). I have
learned it is best not to respond when dealing with a person who
has a critical spirit. Allow the Lord to avenge your situation,
“...Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord” (Romans
12:19). Don’t allow a critical spirit to infect you.

Where do you rate in managing a critical spirit?

Excellent Good Fair Poor

Deceit Management
Deceitfulness is dangerous because it is often interwoven with
truth. A deceitful person will sometimes misinterpret Scriptures to
cover up their dishonesty. A deceitful person begets deceitful children. I received a phone call from a dad complaining about his
son’s deceitful character. While he was pouring out his heart, I was
praying inside, “Lord, open his understanding.” Suddenly, he
paused and said, “I know why my son is acting that way; he’s following my example.” God had revealed to him the answer before I
needed to respond. Don’t blame your children for being deceitful
until you first examine yourself. It doesn’t always come from a bad
example, but make sure you are not the one to blame. If your child
is trying to deceive or trick you, seek the Lord’s wisdom to help
you deal with the situation. Make a decision that deceitfulness is
not welcome in your home.

If you have a deceitful spirit, you will easily be ensnared by the
October-November-December, 2019
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end-time deception: “But evil men and seducers shall wax worse
and worse, deceiving, and being deceived” (II Timothy 3:13).
Once a person has been deceived, it is very hard to convince them
of the truth. If you are deceitful, open your heart and examine
yourself to find the root. Repent and ask the Lord to reveal the
truth and make you an honest person. Make a decision not to follow the pattern of the world: “Let no man deceive you by any
means...” (II Thessalonians 2:3). Don’t allow deceitfulness to
manage your life.
Where do you rate in managing deceit?

Excellent Good Fair Poor

Education Management
Learning can be very beneficial. I love learning new things and
understanding how things work. When I fly somewhere on a 747,
I want to know how it operates. Although I never plan to become
a pilot, the details of how an airplane works are very interesting
to me. If you are going to get higher education, don’t allow it to
make you proud. Knowledge can cause you to be puffed up. It is
good to learn new things on a daily basis but manage that
knowledge wisely. Sometimes, education can make you dumb:
“And further, by these, my son, be admonished: of making many
books there is no end; and much study is a weariness of the
flesh” (Ecclesiastes 12:12). There is a weariness to the flesh if
you don’t take breaks. That’s why we had recess at school.
Most education is given by secular people, even in seminary.
What you learn in seminary can be beneficial or it can be opposite of what you learn in the Bible. They can teach you how to
twist this Book. Some of you need to be retrained. A well-known
Bible professor was approached by one of his students, “Do you
believe what you have been teaching us?” The professor said, “I
don’t even believe there is a God. It’s just my job to teach. I’m
being paid to do this.”

18
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A young man, who attended a private college, entered his classroom and sat down. When the professor began to teach, he held
up a Bible and announced to his students, “The first thing I want
you to know is that this Book is fantasy.” He reinforced his comment by throwing the Bible down the hall. At that moment, the
young student picked up his belongings and walked out.
Public School:
What influence does the public school have on your family? Will
your children be taught right from wrong or be persuaded to believe lies? When they complete their education, what will they
believe about God and creation? Will they be negatively influenced by their classmates? Will your child be a good influence on
others? Generally, public school will make a carnal person out of
you. Jeremiah 10:2 reads, “Thus saith the LORD, Learn not the
way of the heathen.”


When I went to public school, we started our class with prayer.
Once a week, we had chapel. We sang songs and learned hymns.
Our teacher would pray aloud. She told us, “According to the
school materials, I’m responsible to teach you about evolution but
I’m assigning you to read a few chapters in Genesis. I want you to
come back tomorrow and tell me what you discovered.” Today,
the Bible has been removed and they are teaching our children
other religions. Yet, many Christians still want to send their children to public schools. First, homeschooling is a lot of responsibility. Secondly, private school is expensive and you may still
encounter problems.
If your children are going to attend public school, you will need

to help them stay focused. Be sure they know there is a God. He
is our Creator. We did not come from monkeys. (Because of the
way the human race is decaying, I have concluded we are going
back to the monkeys!) Diligently teach them right from wrong.
Homeschool:
If you have chosen to homeschool your children, what motivated
you to make that decision? Parents who choose to homeschool
must learn to be diligent and well-managed if they expect their
children to learn.


Are your children learning according to the laws of the state,
county or country where you live? Do they spend proper time in
their studies or are you lenient? Do you give them good grades
even though they are not completing their work? Can you trust
them to follow instructions when you leave the room? If they
would attend school, they would be required to obey certain rules
and meet qualifications. Homeschooling can get out of hand
when it’s not managed correctly. Children get up and walk
around, go to the restroom, get something to eat, etc. because
they know they can get away with it. A well-managed homeschool program will have rules. There will be an understanding
that this the time for school work and, unless there is an emergency, you will sit and do your lessons. When you teach your
child discipline and management, they will learn when class begins it is time to focus on their studies. It’s not a time to be talking. If necessary, ring a bell to bring them to order.
How do get your children to cooperate when they are not interested in school? It can seem discouraging but you can teach them
to enjoy learning and understand the value: “The heart of the
wise teacheth his mouth, and addeth learning to his
lips” (Proverbs 16:23).
Where do you rate in managing education?

Excellent Good Fair Poor
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