“Increasing favor” is a phrase that comes to my spirit as we face the new
year ahead of us. We need it first, in God’s eyes and then, as we interact with
people. As we grow in our personal calling and destiny in God, we need to
covet this endowment from Heaven’s storehouse. We need God’s favor in
our marriages. We need favor with our children. We need favor in our
workplace. We need favor with our extended family members. We need
favor in our churches...and the list goes on. The Psalmist coveted this very
thing when he stated in Psalm 119:58, “I intreated thy favour with my whole
heart: be merciful unto me according to thy word.” How will your world
look when God starts “increasing favor” in your life? Perhaps 2020 will be
the year of new victories in your life and ministry to others.
Very little is known of Jesus in the 25-30 years between his birth and the
start of his known ministry era, however, there’s a verse in Luke that sums it
up well: “And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with
God and man” (Luke 2:52). I believe in those silent years God was setting up
His Son to make an impact upon a generation of Jews and ultimately, the
world beyond! What is God doing right now in your life that is setting you
up for the future? Many of us would be surprised at the little details He’s
continually working on through our process of life, preparing us for events
ahead of which we are not aware. We need to accept His continual molding
and shaping of our hearts and minds. I heard a preacher warn recently,
“Don’t get off the potter’s wheel!” As we allow God to mold us, His favor
begins to spill out into our atmosphere of everyday life. What a treasure!
More of Him and less of ourselves! What an awesome exchange!
Thank you for your prayers as I traveled to India with Bill Pepper from Full
Gospel Church in Alaska in December. We had a wonderful pastor’s
conference with around 250 pastors in attendance. India is a nation of 1.3
billion people and a land size of less than half of the U.S. Needless to say,
the needs are great and opportunities endless for these pastors. God kept us
safe and there was a fresh stirring of God’s anointing released over these
precious servants of God! I asked our host pastor, “What are some of the
greatest challenges the next generation faces in India?” He replied, “Like
never before, we are seeing young couples living together outside of
marriage.” He went on to say that it’s resulting in a greater divorce rate than
they’ve ever experienced in their culture. Certainly that is nothing new here
in America but it is sad to see the
western culture have its negative effect
across the nations. Pray for this planet
and God’s people. We need a fresh
awakening of the fear of God in our
generation! Our God will help us!

By Daniel D. Rodes

Cell Phone Management
With the increase in technology, today’s generation spends most of
their time on their smart phones. They text their friends, surf the
internet, add new posts to their social media page, play games or
search for a new app to satisfy their drives. Families don’t even
spend time communicating with each other anymore because
everyone is distracted by their phone. The phone has become so
much of a necessity that people feel lost without it (or even bored).
IN CHURCH
People are so addicted to their phones that they are texting friends
or playing games in church instead of listening to what God is
saying through the pastor. I have seen people grab their phone
during the service and walk out the back door or into the bathroom
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to reply discretely to a text or call because they just can’t
wait until the service is over.
I was scheduled to preach at a meeting where an elderly
woman was sitting on the front row. In the middle of the
sermon, she answered her phone and began to talk loudly.
She had trouble hearing so she became louder and louder.
Finally, she shouted into the phone, “Maybe I should call
you back later. I’m in a church service.”
People are unknowingly making the phone their god. If
you have a temptation to spend time on your cell phone
during church, by all means, leave it in the car. If you
don’t learn to manage your phone, it will manage you.
WHILE DRIVING
Some people declare they
can easily talk on the phone
without being distracted
while they are driving. I
challenge that statement. If
it’s the same as talking to a
friend in the same vehicle,
then why do some states
make it a law that you
cannot
have
handheld
devices or text and drive?
They believe it’s not safe.
Your mind is distracted. My
daughter-in-law was driving a vehicle when someone
pulled out in front of her and she had to slam on her
brakes to avoid an accident. She quickly noticed the other
driver was on the phone and didn’t even realize she
pulled out in front of someone. I have seen people cross
the street while playing on their phones and almost walk
in front of a vehicle or bump into someone because
they’re not paying attention.

4
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AT WORK
The workplace is just as bad with employees playing on their
phones. I was in a business place where the receptionist was on her
cell phone talking to a family member. I had to wait while they
discussed their plans for the evening. Another time, I had a
repairman at my house and his wife called several times
throughout the day with minor situations while I was being
charged for his work time. It would have been better for her to call
during his lunch break since it wasn’t an emergency. To maintain
your integrity as an employee, you need to manage your time on
your cell phone.

What effect does your phone have on you? How much time do you
spend on social media, internet or games? Can you live without
your phone for a time? Do you manage your phone when you’re at
work? While driving? At church? You may need to “fast” your
phone to break any addiction to it. Cell phones can be useful and a
great benefit. Some use a Bible app to study the Word of God but
you must be careful not to become distracted with incoming calls
or texts. That may be the time to turn it off and pull out the Bible
instead of using your phone app. Learn to manage your phone.
Make a decision that it will not control your life.
Where do you rate in managing cell phone use?

Excellent Good Fair Poor

TV and Movie Management
The Psalmist declared, “I will set no wicked thing before mine
eyes: I hate the work of them that turn aside; it shall not cleave to
me” (Psalm 101:3). Be cautious what you set before your eyes,
especially when watching TV. Sitting in front of the TV can be
very addictive if you don’t learn to manage it. Watching the wrong
movies or TV shows can mess up your mind or the minds of your
January-February-March, 2020
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children. You may need to set rules and boundaries for what
shows and movies you permit and how much time is spent
watching TV. Even Christian movies need to be monitored.
Some may contain inappropriate scenes that may appear innocent
but, from a child’s point of view, can be destructive. Many years
ago, I had an old Christian film that I enjoyed watching. It was
very clean with no suggestive scenes. I found a newer version of
that film and was curious to see if it was similar to the old one. I
was extremely disappointed how today’s generation had changed
the film. Although it had the same title as the old version, it was
very different from the story I remembered. This version was so
wicked and filled with inappropriate content I couldn’t even
watch all of it. I ended up throwing it away.
You have an obligation, responsibility and duty to manage your
life even in your home where you believe no one is watching.
Garbage can filter into your home very easily if you have not
made a decision to place spiritual things first. Make a decision
what you want to rule the house: entertainment or the Holy
Spirit. I’m not suggesting you throw out your TV but I do
encourage you to learn to manage the time spent in front of the
television along with what you watch. It could greatly alter your
life and your children.
Where do you rate in managing television?

Excellent Good Fair Poor

Book/Magazine Management
Learn to be selective in your choice of books and magazines.
What used to be decent is no longer decent. America has become
so perverted that foul language, indecent pictures and lustful ads
permeate much of our literature. We are quickly heading down a
road to destruction.

Years ago, I subscribed to a magazine that was family oriented.
6
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Today, that same magazine still claims to be family friendly but it
is filled with perverted ads. If your wife has to flip through your
magazines and cut out pages before you read it, there is
something wrong. Evaluate the books and magazines you read.
When you are reading that material, can you keep a pure, clean
mind? In the book of Acts, after receiving the message of
salvation, they created a huge bonfire to destroy their books,
“Many of them also which used curious arts brought their books
together, and burned them before all men: and they counted the
price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver” (Acts
19:19). Learn to manage what you read and make sure it is not
opening the door to temptation. Fill your mind with good things.

Where do you rate in managing your reading materials?

Excellent Good Fair Poor

Your Needs Are Important to Us!
If you have a prayer request,
call 1-800-311-1277 or email contactus@tllmi.org
and we will be happy to pray for you. Each week, our church lifts
up your individual requests before the Lord. If you would like the
community to pray for you or desire to join in praying for others,
visit our prayer wall at tllmi.org.
You may also write your request below and mail to:

TLLMI, PO Box 70, Mt. Crawford, VA 22841
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

Do you ever struggle with believing the promises of God? Do you wonder why it appears they are not
working for you? You are not alone. There is a man in the
Bible who proved to be faithful even through 25 years of
waiting. He is known as the father of faith. At the age of
75, Abraham (a.k.a. Abram) was given the promise of a
child.
“And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the
place where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward: For all the land which thou seest, to
thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever. And I will make
thy seed as the DUST of the earth: so that if a man can
number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be
numbered” (Genesis 13:14-16).
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“And he [God] brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now
toward heaven, and tell the STARS, if thou be able to number
them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be” (Genesis 15:5).
“That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the STARS of the heaven, and as the SAND which
is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his
enemies” (Genesis 22:17).
Abraham was faced with impossibility. He had no children. His
wife was barren. He was old. All that stood in front of him was
reality: Barren! Age! Impossible! God knew Abraham needed
something to remind him of the promise for a seed so He gave
him a tangible sign. Dust! Stars! Sand! Remember, Hebrews 11:1
says, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence
of things not seen.” SEEN! They saw the promise afar off. What
was Abraham’s promise? Thy seed shall be “as the sand which is
upon the sea shore.” If Abraham was walking along the shores,
all he had to do was look at the sand and say, “That represents my
children!” If he was out working in the fields stirring up dust, he
could say, “Those are my children because God promised me,
‘And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt
spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and
to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of
the
earth
be
blessed’”
(Genesis
28:14). If he went out
at night and the stars
were shining brightly,
he could be reminded,
“That’s my promise.”
“And I will make thy
seed to multiply as the
stars of heaven, and
will give unto thy seed
all these countries; and
in thy seed shall all the
nations of the earth be
blessed”
(Genesis
10
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26:4). The word of the Lord was, “You WILL have a child. You
WILL have grandchildren.” Faith came by hearing (Romans
10:17). Dust! Stars! Sand! Abraham knew the promise would be
fulfilled but his faith was tested.
The Bible doesn’t describe all the tests and struggles Abraham
experienced. Can you imagine what people around him thought?
They may have tried to convince him that he didn’t hear from
God, “God doesn’t do that stuff. No one else has had that type of
experience. What makes you so special?” Years went past. Silence. Nothing seemed to be happening. All he could do was continue to believe God’s promise. Dust! Stars! Sand! Why didn’t
God just grant Abraham’s
request? “Abraham, I know
you are tired of waiting. I
know it’s hard on your faith.
So maybe I’ll just go ahead
and give you a child.” No.
God was silent for many
years.

“Faith came by
hearing.”

How many of you have experienced years where God was silent?
The very time you thought you had the answer you were tested
and tried again. No matter what you did, nothing seemed to work.
God may have given you a promise that wasn’t fulfilled. God
never said anything about how long you may have to wait. The
Bible says, “That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire,
might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ” (I Peter 1:7).
One of the bigger tests Abraham faced was when doubt tried to
come in. For many years, he and his wife had tried to have a child
with no result. When Abraham was 86, they became impatient
and felt they should help God. Sarah encouraged him to take her
handmaid, Hagar, as his wife in hopes of bearing a child through
her. Abraham agreed to the request because he hadn’t heard from
God for many years and there was no sign of the promised child:
“And Hagar bare Abram a son: and Abram called his son's name,
January-February-March, 2020
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which Hagar bare, Ishmael. And Abram was fourscore and six
years old, when Hagar bare Ishmael to Abram” (Genesis 16:1516).
It was 13 years after Ishmael was born before God
spoke to Abraham again. At
this time, God gave him his
new name—Abraham, father of many nations—and
confirmed that the promised seed would come
through his wife, Sarah.
Most people would think
hope is over when you’re
99, but not Abraham. He
continued to believe God
even when it appeared all
hope was gone. The Bible
says Abraham staggered
not at the promises of God
(Romans 4:20). All he
knew was to stand on the
Word until he received the
promise. He still saw: Barren! Age! Impossible! God
said: “Dust! Stars! Sand!”
Instead of wondering why he didn’t see the answer, he kept looking at the sign God had given him: Dust! Stars! Sand!

“If you want
something from
the Word, you
must meditate
upon it until it
happens.”

Finally, one day Sarah announced to Abraham, “We are going to
have a baby!” “And the LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and
the LORD did unto Sarah as he had spoken. For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of
which God had spoken to him” (Genesis 21:1-2). Can you imagine his excitement? This 100-year-old man must have been dancing and rejoicing as he held his newborn baby, Isaac. The promise
he had been given 25 years earlier had finally manifested!

12
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Are you ready for a breakthrough? Are you tired of waiting?
Would you like to be on top of your situation? Are you ready for
the promises to work in your life? Maybe God hasn’t spoken to
you for years concerning a request you have made and you are
convinced He left you. I wonder if we don’t miss God right at the
11th hour because we give up too soon. Satan will tell you the reason it’s not working is because you are not good enough. This is
where you need faith in the blood of Jesus. Apply the blood upon
your life even in the worst circumstance you face.
If you want something from the Word, you must meditate upon it
until it happens. It will not happen unless you continue to stand.
You must believe God’s promise in order for it to manifest. If you
are dying with cancer, lay claim to the promises of God. If your
children are not serving God, claim God’s promises upon you and
your household. Regardless of what is going on in your life, speak
the promises in faith, “I have a covenant with God. His Word
promises me victory and healing. I am a child of God. I’ve been
bought with the blood of Jesus Christ. I am cleansed! I am whole!
I am an overcomer!” Satan may attack you and your heart cries
out, “Lord, help me!” But it only seems to get worse. That’s the
time to keep standing. Remember Abraham. Dust! Stars! Sand!
You may think everything is going wrong. Stand in faith! Abraham and Sarah were up against a wall, but Abraham would keep
looking at the dust, stars and sand until those promises were engrained in him. He couldn’t be turned from them. Stand on God’s
promises until they become a part of you just as much as your
hand is a part of your body. Stand with the Word. God cannot fail.
God cannot lie. He can’t do anything other than what He said.
The promise of God was hanging on those three words: Dust!
Stars! Sand! Stand upon the Word like Abraham. Having done all
to stand…stand!
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e all need to experience “clean” in our lives. It is the
most liberating experience—to feel the cleanliness of
God’s Spirit and His Word in your life. That’s freedom!
It should be your greatest endeavor to walk on the face of the earth
with nothing between you and God or you and humanity. To walk
in a state of loyalty and communion with God. To experience His
forgiveness in your life every day. His blood continually washing
you and cleansing you. To receive this lifestyle, you must choose it
but it’s not any easy route...
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THOSE WHO HAVE A CLEAN
CONSCIENCE BEFORE GOD AND MAN:
1. Have Been Washed By the Blood of the Lamb
“Blessed is he whose
transgression is forgiven, whose sin is
covered. Blessed is
the man unto whom
the LORD imputeth
not iniquity, and in
whose spirit there is
no guile” (Psalm
32:1-2). This verse
may be in the Old
Testament but I believe it was a foreshadow of what Jesus’ blood and love can do in each one of our lives. His blood is
available for the greatest sin or the smallest temptation. It’s
enough. Mankind had a bad slate—a mind full of anger, jealousy,
envy and every sin imaginable—yet God wanted us anyway.
“Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though
they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool” (Isaiah 1:18). He
wants to cleanse you from your sins. Deliverance from sin is not
just covering it up so you can do it again. The power of the Gospel removes it from your life. In Revelation we read, “And from
Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of
the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that
loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, And hath
made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen” (Revelation 1:5-6).
That’s the ultimate sacrifice. Jesus came to transform and renew
your spirit, soul and body by His blood.

16
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2. Are Continually Washing Themselves
Now that the Lord Jesus Christ has washed you in the blood, you
are on a pathway of sanctification for the rest of your life. Sanctification is a process of God continually cleansing you while you
are making a conscience effort to walk as He walked. “Having
therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves
from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the
fear of God” (II Corinthians 7:1). The promises work for God’s
children because we are continually cleansing ourselves.
The longer you walk with God, the more responsibility comes
upon you. There are things I did as a young Christian that I
wouldn’t do today. That’s because of the process of sanctification
in my life. It’s an upward
journey. As a Christian, you
need to be careful what you
say or do. People are watching. I need to guard my actions carefully because people know I am a pastor. I
interact with many people
outside of church. I may not
be able to respond to everyday situations the same as
others because I can’t sacrifice my godly character.
There may be things God
requires of me that He may
not require of you at this
point but as you continue to
walk with Him, He may call you to a place of greater consecration. Moses was called to walk with God on a narrow path. He
made a serious mistake and suffered the consequences when he
hit the rock instead of speaking to it as God commanded. Consider the cost. What are you willing to pay to fulfill the calling God
has upon your life? “And every man that hath this hope in him
purifieth himself, even as he is pure” (I John 3:3).

“The longer you
walk with God,
the more
responsibility
comes upon
you.”
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3. Submit Their Tongue to God
God wants you to love life and see good days but there are conditions: “For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile:
Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue
it” (I Peter 3:10-11). Be careful what comes out of your lips.
This generation gripes about everything. How do you respond
when others are grumbling? Do you join their complaints? What
does God think about your complaining attitude? When the Israelites murmured and complained, they died in the wilderness. I’m
not saying you must always
keep your mouth shut when
bad things happen. There is a
time to be silent and there is a
time to talk but there is a proper way to express a complaint.
In the past, if you had a complaint about a store, you needed the intestinal fortitude to
face the manager. Today, you
can hide behind your computer
while writing a negative review on their website.

“...talk to
someone who
can resolve the
situation.”

If you have a problem, never respond in a gossiping or talebearing manner. Be dignified and professional and talk to someone
who can resolve the situation. The size of a problem is usually
measured by how people respond. A wise person will fix a problem without anyone hearing about it, but a gossiper will spread it
to others. We need more men and women who will be problem
solvers. “By the blessing of the upright the city is exalted: but it is
overthrown by the mouth of the wicked. He that is void of wisdom
despiseth his neighbour: but a man of understanding holdeth his
peace. A talebearer revealeth secrets: but he that is of a faithful
spirit concealeth the matter” (Proverbs 11:11-13). A little problem can become a big mountain when it is shared with those who
18
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don’t have the wisdom to fix it. Sometimes it’s better not to involve others to avoid misunderstandings. Take it to the Lord and
keep your mouth shut! (Remember the emoji with a zipper on it’s
mouth?) Sometimes, holding your peace is the hardest thing in the
world to do but with God’s help you can overcome.

4. Believe Forgiveness is Their Only Option
When you bless your friends, you feel good about yourself. But
God declares, “And if ye do good to them which do good to you,
what thank have ye? for sinners also do even the same. And if ye
lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? for
sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love ye
your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again;
and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the
Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil. Be ye
therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful” (Luke 6:3336). If a person who did you wrong would approach you asking for
money or some of your goods, how would you respond? Your human brain cannot comprehend blessing your enemies. Forgiveness
is spiritual and will never be obtained with a carnal mind. You
can’t do it with your own strength. To love and bless those who
hurt you takes supernatural power. You must submit to the Holy
Spirit and allow Him to help you keep a clean heart. Jesus said,
“But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you,
do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you” (Matthew 5:44). Cry out to God,
“Lord, give me the heart of Jesus.”
What did Jesus do when he
was facing crucifixion? He
heard the accusations and remained silent. “He [Jesus] was
oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his
mouth: he is brought as a lamb
to the slaughter, and as a
sheep before her shearers is
dumb, so he openeth not his
January-February-March, 2020
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mouth” (Isaiah 53:7). How many of you could die for your enemies?

“Your
responsibility
is to
forgive
and love
instead of
seeking
revenge.”

Jesus blessed those who accused Him:
“Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them;
for they know not what they do. And
they parted his raiment, and cast
lots” (Luke 23:34).
There is nothing in our
humanity that can do
that. Your carnal mind
may be able to take a
few steps in that direction but you will falter.

When someone wrongs
you or betrays you continually, the emotions
are difficult to handle.
Don’t feel condemned if
you need to repeatedly
lift up these people to
God. A wise man once
told us, “There are some
situations where you
need to forgive an individual every day until
you are able to fully release them.” It’s part of the process. Don’t
beat yourself up and listen to the devil who says you haven’t forgiven. “I have so. I am a child of God. I do not need to add my
ten cents to the matter so I will hold my peace and choose to forgive and love.” When you reveal to others what happened, that’s
a sign there is unforgiveness in your heart. Wise is the man who
can contain his tongue by the Holy Ghost.
Time is one of our greatest advocates. It has a way of mending
things. I have seen it happen with many relationships and difficult
people. Let the process of time and your willingness to submit it
to God bring healing. Your responsibility is to keep your heart

20
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pure before God so you can receive His forgiveness in your life:
“For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will
also forgive you” (Matthew 6:14).

5. Allow God to be Their Defense
“Now therefore there is utterly a fault among you, because ye go
to law one with another. Why do ye not rather take wrong? why
do ye not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded?” (I Corinthian
6:7). There may be times when you need the help of a lawyer but
when your brother or sister has done you wrong, why do you
need revenge? Why do you even need an apology? In this generation we think we deserve an apology. With that attitude, you will
go through your whole life filled with unforgiveness and bitterness. It’s not worth it. It’s not worth your mental space at night
tossing and turning as you meditate upon how someone wronged
you. Drop it!

“For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye
shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye
take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. For even hereunto
were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an
example, that ye should follow his steps: Who did no sin, neither
was guile found in his mouth: Who, when he was reviled, reviled
not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed
himself to him that judgeth righteously: Who his own self bare
our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins,
should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.
For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the
Shepherd and Bishop of your souls” (I Peter 2:20-25).
How many of you have enough confidence in your relationship
with God to allow Him to vindicate you when you are wronged,
misunderstood or betrayed? Sometimes it takes years in the process of the courts of Heaven to see the vindication. That’s not
your problem. Your responsibility is to forgive and love instead
of seeking revenge. It’s the hardest road and the slowest road, but
God will help you.
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worldwide ministry founded by the late Bishop Daniel D.
Rodes. TLLMI is dedicated to winning the nations of the
world to the saving grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and to
helping edify, build up and strengthen the people of God in
their daily walk with the Lord.
TLLMI began broadcasting on local radio in 1988 and on
international shortwave stations in 1991. In 1995, TLLMI
purchased airtime on its first African shortwave station. Today, it broadcasts soul winning messages on international
radio stations, United States AM and FM stations and is also available in
streaming audio on the web.
In addition to radio, TLLMI publishes books, tracts, CDs and Quarterly magazines. If you are interested in any of these materials, or would like to make a
donation, contact us at the ministry.

contactus@tllmi.org /

800.311.1277 /

https://tllmi.org
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