and we are not saved.
Jer. 8:20
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EDITOR’S note

Home. What does that mean to you? I think
of home as a place of safety and peace. A spot
where the cares of life can be put on “the shelf ”
for the time being. You need that safe place. I
understand our eternal home will be the ultimate fulfillment and there’s always the argument of the many in this world that may not
enjoy a roof over their heads because of war,
natural disasters, etc. There always needs to be
compassion towards those who are less fortunate. However, this editorial points to those
in particular who are in the “raising a family
season of life.” My wife and I, as the parents of three growing girls, are in
that span of life.
There’s been an assault on the American home in the last century. Homes
have become war zones. A place of constant friction. Fighting and arguing is normal. Relationships are transactional. Instead of home, the office
and workplace become a refuge. We turn to weekend getaways with our
old friends instead of our families. Millions turn to alcohol, anti-depressants or drugs because their souls are yearning for refuge they cannot
find. I believe our home recovery starts with Godly marriage relationships. It’s the bedrock of the home. Everything else hinges upon it. Our
homes are only as peaceful as the relationships in them. Deuteronomy
11:21 references that, our days may be as heaven upon the earth. Matthew 6:10 states that the Father’s will be done in earth as it is in heaven.
It is the will of God that our marriage relationships grow in peace much
like our relationship with the Heavenly Father.
While we may never be totally free from obstacles, challenges and even
subtle differences at times, I believe our bond with our spouse needs to
be set at the default mode of peace on earth! God likened it to the union
between His Son and the church. An ever growing unity. A place of refuge. Teamwork vs. independence. Communication vs. the silent treatment. Peace vs. friction. Honor vs. shame. Love vs. lust. Submission vs.
stubbornness. Flexibility vs. rigidness. When the marriage unit is intact,
Hell will have a much more difficult time plundering peace from our
homes. Hang onto God first. I believe the more our love for our Heavenly
Father grows, simultaneously our love for our spouse and children will
grow! I pray all of your homes may be a haven of rest!

Pastor Mahlon Riehl
TLLQ
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t’s easy for us, as Christians,
to slide into the mode of
negativity especially when it’s
so natural in the world around us.
However, an overcomer will make
a decision every day to remain on
the positive side of God’s kingdom.
I’m not talking about the power
of positive thinking. There needs
to be a balance of both negative
4

and positive in your life but if you
focus too much on the negative, it
will eventually drag you down.
If you want to be an overcomer
in life, you need an overcoming
mentality and attitude. You must
first learn to accept God’s grace to
help you. It is through His grace
that you will find the strength to
tllmi.org | 800.311.1277
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overcome every obstacle in life. If
you want to change the way you
see things in life, begin by focusing
more on what the Word of God
says about who you are and where
God wants you to go. Allow it to
enrich your spirit and give you
the strength to overcome. God is a
good God! He’s a loving Heavenly
Father and wants you to succeed.
He wants to help you in every area
of your life. He’s concerned about
your job, your finances, your bills,
your family—everything! It’s the
will of God that you get paid a
wage that is not only enough for
you and your household but that
you have enough to give to those
in need. God is a personal Being.
It’s His will, plan and purpose that
you live on the overcoming side.
It’s not automatic. It takes strength,
energy and intentionality. It is
the fight of faith. You have been
called to exercise faith through the
circumstances of life. The power
TLLQ

that Christ released to you through
His death is more than enough to
see you through even in the most
difficult trials of life.
In this article, I’d like to point out
several things that describe an
overcomer.

Overcomers
Don’t Look Back
Being a Christian is a lifelong
quest. You need to strap yourself in
and don’t ever look back on your
old life. Jesus made an interesting
statement right in the middle
of foretelling of the end times.
He said: “Remember Lot’s wife.
Whosoever shall seek to save his life
shall lose it; and whosoever shall
lose his life shall preserve it” (Luke
17:32-33). What did Lot’s wife
do? She looked back and turned
into a pillar of salt because of her
5

disobedience. Don’t become too
judgmental with her. If you were
called to leave all your precious
attachments, you may have
looked back too. I’m sure there
were roots that Lot and his wife
had already established in Sodom
and Gomorrah. Those roots were
connected with relationships,
family, house, belongings and
sentimental attachments—all of
which were hard to abandon. It
was her world and her life. Yet,
God asked them to leave or else
be consumed with the rest of the
unbelievers.
I’ve seen many of my friends (men
and women I walked with in the
Gospel) forget about Lot’s wife.
I’ve seen men delivered from the
addiction of drugs, alcohol and
immorality who turned their lives
around to live for the Lord. Yet
when they ran up against a wall in
life, they looked back on the “good
old days” of their past and returned
to their old lifestyle. Instead of
seeking help from Heaven, they
thought, “It was safer back there.
I’m going back.” That’s what
happened to the children of Israel
when things became challenging
in the wilderness. They looked
back at what they had in Egypt and
began to murmur and complain.
What the enemy fails to do is bring
back to remembrance the pain
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and emptiness you experienced
during those seemingly fun-filled
days. He will not remind you of
the days your heart cried out to
God, “There’s got to be something
more than this!” The enemy only
reminds you of the pleasures. It’s
disappointing to watch people
default to their past. It sometimes
feels like betrayal when someone
you trusted returns to their old
ways.
Your walk with God will not
always be easy. Just because things
may appear to be good right now
does not give you the freedom to
take your hand off the plow and
look back. When things are hard,
there will be urges to look back but
an overcomer will not look back.
Sometimes, hard battles of life
are tests to see what you will do.
Keep in mind, you will continually
face battles of temptations the
rest of your life. It’s a part of your
Christian walk but returning
to your past will not help you
face the battles of tomorrow. An
overcomer will not give up the
fight! They refuse to quit. You
must remain focused on the prize
set before you. Paul testified:
“Brethren, I count not myself to
have apprehended: but this one
thing I do, forgetting those things
which are behind, and reaching
tllmi.org | 800.311.1277

forth unto those things which are
before, I press toward the mark for
the prize of the high calling of God
in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:1314). Press toward the mark for the
prize of the high calling that is in
Christ Jesus.
God may call us away from those
things that we used to enjoy just
to see what is in our hearts. Faith
in God can be uncomfortable,
especially when we have become
accustomed to a certain way of
living as Lot’s wife. I’m sure Sodom
was a big part of her life—it’s
culture, atmosphere and friends.
It was virtually impossible for her
to see a life outside of that world.
Maybe that’s where you are today.
You are wondering how things
are going to work out. You feel so
uncertain and vulnerable. Follow
the example of our father Abraham.
He went out not knowing wither
he went. That’s why he was called
the father of faith. That’s the faith
I want to have. None of us like
uncertainty but there is a certain
measure of uncertainty that comes
with faith. You don’t know how
things are going to work out. I’ve
seen those who were committed to
their walk of faith who couldn’t tell
you exactly how things were going
to work out for them but they were
committed and refused to look
back.
TLLQ

Overcomers
Are Not Double
Minded
The children of Israel struggled
with making up their mind in
whom to serve—the almighty God
or graven images—so they served
both: “So these nations feared the
LORD, and served their graven
images, both their children, and
their children’s children: as did their
fathers, so do they unto this day”
(II Kings 17:41). I didn’t know
it was possible to fear God and
serve graven images at the same
time. This verse made me realize
that you can have a certain fear
and reverence for God and still
be on the wrong track. The only
way to remain stable in your walk
with God is through the making a
sound decision. You need the help
of the Holy Spirit and the strength
and wisdom of God to keep you
on the path of righteousness.
The prophet Elijah rebuked the
nation of Israel: “And Elijah came
unto all the people, and said, How
long halt ye between two opinions?
if the LORD be God, follow him: but
if Baal, then follow him. And the
people answered him not a word”
(I Kings 18:21). Have you been in
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one of those situations
where
someone
touched a sore spot in
your life and you had
no defense? Elijah
caught the children
of Israel in a doubleminded state. It was
time for a showdown
on Mt. Carmel. Most
of us know the story.
God showed Himself
strong on behalf of the prophet.
Because of Elijah’s relationship
with God, the course of Israel was
changed for a few generations.
There are consequences to those
who are double-minded: “A
double minded man is unstable in
all his ways” (James 1:8). They are
always uncertain, unstable and
wavering in their decisions. For
many, there’s one simple step that
lies between them and freedom—
decision. That’s why it’s important
to make up your mind. A person
of faith (an overcomer) has a made
up mind. They will make sound
decisions to fight the fight of
faith allowing patience to lead the
charge, “That ye be not slothful, but
followers of them who through faith
and patience inherit the promises”
(Hebrews 6:12). When there is
a fight for the faith of your soul,
send out the forces before you,
“Peace, go before us! Patience,
8

lead the way!” Peter said: “Grace
and peace be multiplied unto you
through the knowledge of God, and
of Jesus our Lord” (II Peter 1:2).
These awesome spirits of God
produce a force that will help us
make sound decisions. They will
fill us with strength and power to
overcome.

Overcomers
Don’t Fret And
Worry
How many of you have wasted
time fretting and worrying? It’s
something we all are guilty of
doing. When a crisis comes your
direction, your mind wants to
enter into a default mode of worry
and fret. You begin to envision
the worst scenario outcome that
will never truly transpire. It opens
the door for fear and quenches
your faith. To live a life of fear and
tllmi.org | 800.311.1277

worry is not the will
of God for you. There
is a better life. You can
overcome the pattern
of fret and worry. I
used to be one of those
people who wanted to
run from crisis and
hide in my room. It
was the worst thing I
could have done for
myself. If you allow fret
and worry to rule your life, it will
block your forward momentum
in God. It’s an oppressor with no
mercy on your mind. Paul gave
us wisdom on how to handle
those invasive thoughts: “Casting
down imaginations, and every high
thing that exalteth itself against the
knowledge of God, and bringing
into captivity every thought to the
obedience of Christ; And having
in a readiness to revenge all
disobedience, when your obedience
is fulfilled” (II Corinthians 10:56). Fret and worry do not have to
control you anymore when you
put into practice the promises God
has given you through His Word.
What type of mindset do you
believe Jesus had during those
three years of ministry, pouring
His heart out to multitudes,
knowing they would crucify Him?
I believe He had every opportunity
to become stressed and worried
TLLQ

about his future. He could have
wasted a lot of time agonizing
about all the things that were going
to happen. Instead, He chose to
walk in victory and challenged the
disciples: “Therefore I say unto you,
Take no thought for your life, what
ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink;
nor yet for your body, what ye shall
put on. Is not the life more than
meat, and the body than raiment?…
Therefore take no thought, saying,
What shall we eat? or, What shall
we drink? or, Wherewithal shall
we be clothed?(For after all these
things do the Gentiles seek:) for
your heavenly Father knoweth that
ye have need of all these things.
But seek ye first the kingdom of
God, and his righteousness; and
all these things shall be added unto
you. Take therefore no thought for
the morrow: for the morrow shall
take thought for the things of itself.
Sufficient unto the day is the evil
thereof” (Matthew 6:25, 31-34). It’s
not that Jesus didn’t prepare for
tomorrow; He didn’t worry about
the future.
There are certain unknowns that
we all deal with but we can learn
to overcome the temptation to
worry about them. You don’t want
to be lying awake at night stressing
about the problems of life. God
can give you a replacement for
the fret and worry that has been
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tormenting you. Lift up your hands
toward Heaven and cry out, “God,
help me.” Cast all your burdens of
doubt and fear upon the Lord and
surrender your thought pattern to
Him. He wants you to trade it in
for the peace of God. Allow Him
to establish a stronghold of peace
and tranquility in your mind: “…
the peace of God, which passeth
all understanding, shall keep your
hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus (Philippians 4:7). If fret and
worry are rulers, peace is an even
greater governing force that wants
to keep your heart and mind in the
right place.

Overcomers
Are Bold And
Courageous
Are the trials of life pushing you
down? Are you being intimidated?
There are forces out there that want
to intimidate you from standing in
faith. Proverbs 28:1 declares, “The
wicked flee when no man pursueth:
but the righteous are bold as a
lion.” The lion is truly the king of
the jungle. Few forces can take
him out when he is at full strength.
That’s you as a righteous person.
You’re saved, walking with God
and hungering after righteousness.
You are bold as a lion. You are
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confident. “And they that know thy
name will put their trust in thee:
for thou, LORD, hast not forsaken
them that seek thee” (Psalm 9:10).
In these verses, the Hebrew word
for trust is the same word for bold.
The trust these individuals have
toward their God fills them with
boldness: “O my God, I trust in
thee: let me not be ashamed, let not
mine enemies triumph over me”
(Psalm 25:2).
David was an overcomer: “So
David waxed greater and greater:
for the LORD of hosts was with
him” (I Chronicles 11:9). This can
be you. “The LORD of hosts is with
us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.
Selah” (Psalm 46:11).The Lord
of host is with you. He is your
refuge. Boldly proclaim, “My God,
I will trust in you because I am an
overcomer! I am a child of God!
Although the weight of these trials
is bombarding my heart, God by
your strength, I am going to rise
up out of this mire.” The Psalmist
declared, “I waited patiently for the
LORD; and he inclined unto me,
and heard my cry. He brought me
up also out of an horrible pit, out of
the miry clay, and set my feet upon
a rock, and established my goings”
(Psalm 40:1-2). Remember, you
shall overcome!
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Managing
your life

HANDS MANAGEMENT
Your hands can be used in many ways to bless others. Although holding
a door open for someone can seem like such a very simple gesture, your
hands are being used to be courteous and helpful. I love to open the car
door for my wife even though it isn’t necessary but I enjoy ministering to
her in this way.
Keep your hands usable. God doesn’t want you to be lazy. It’s important to
work and keep your hands busy. I Thessalonians 4:11 tells us, “And that ye
study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with your own
hands, as we commanded you.” Your hands should minister to the needs
of others. They should reach out to help those who are hungry or needy.
If you have a “give me” attitude, you have greed in your heart that defiles
your hands. Greedy hands will never bless anyone because they are always
reaching out to get something free. Paul mentioned, “Yea, ye yourselves
know, that these hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to them that
were with me” (Acts 20:34). He was confirming that he was working with
TLLQ
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his own hands to minister to his needs and others. Even though he was an
apostle, he wasn’t greedy or expecting everyone else to take care of him.
It’s important that you have clean, pure hands. “I will therefore that men
pray every where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting” (I
Timothy 2:8). If you have lust in your heart, keep your hands off the opposite sex. A woman came to me at a service one time and said, “The Lord
told me I’m supposed to pray for you.” I looked her in the eye and responded, “I won’t let a whore pray for me.” I was shocked at my own words but
discovered it was the word of knowledge speaking. The woman went back
and sat down. She testified later that when I spoke those words, the Holy
Spirit brought conviction and her life was changed. If I had not spoken out,
she would have remained in a sinful lifestyle believing it was accepted by
God. She thanked me for correcting her and said, “I don’t know how in the
world I was that blind. I was living in adultery the whole time I was going
out trying to win souls.”
If you want the anointing to flow through your hands, they must be pure.
When I lay hands on someone and pray for them, I must make sure my
hands are sanctified and anointed. Acts 5:12 tells us, “And by the hands of
the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought among the people….” I’m
not just laying my hands on people but expecting the anointing of God to
flow into them and bring healing and breakthroughs. When you manage
your hands correctly, they can be a blessing to others.

Where do you rate in managing your hands?

EYES MANAGEMENT
You must learn to control where your eyes roam, especially in this evil
world. God is calling for a people to pour out His blessing upon who are
well managed. Be cautious and careful what you place in front of you. The
Psalmist declared, “I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes: I hate the
work of them that turn aside; it shall not cleave to me” (Psalm 101:3). Al12
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though television and internet can be very valuable, you must be disciplined and guard your eyes.
Many people have positioned themselves for an attack and faced temptations that could have been avoided if they had guarded their eyes. When
you look at the wrong thing, it can affect other areas of your body. The eyes
often affect the mind and the mind affects the eyes. When you see something, your mind focuses on it immediately and you begin to meditate on
it. Jesus said, “But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to
lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart. And if
thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable
for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body
should be cast into hell” (Matthew 5:28-29). Learn to guard your eyes and
manage yourself.
At the battle of Jericho, the Lord instructed Israel: “And ye, in any wise keep
yourselves from the accursed thing, lest ye make yourselves accursed, when ye
take of the accursed thing, and make the camp of Israel a curse, and trouble it.
But all the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and iron, are consecrated unto
the LORD: they shall come into the treasury of the LORD” (Joshua 6:18-19).
Achan heard the instructions but did not guard his eyes from the beauty
of the gold. I’m sure he thought no one would find out if he took some of
the spoil for himself. But later, when the children of Israel went to battle
against Ai, they were defeated and many lives were lost. The Lord was angry because of the disobedience of one man who didn’t manage his eyes,
mind and hands. All Israel was affected because Achan took the forbidden
spoil.
It does matter what you do with your eyes. Proverbs says, “He that hasteth
to be rich hath an evil eye, and considereth not that poverty shall come upon
him” (Proverbs 28:22). One day, my wife and I really needed a breakthrough in our finances. I prayed and asked the Lord to send us money.
I went to the bank and an elderly woman ahead of me was putting cash
into her purse. Unknowingly, she dropped a $100 bill. I could have picked
it up and rejoiced, “The Lord heard my prayer and is sending me money.” However, there is a day of reckoning. Instead of thinking of my need
for money, I thought of the woman going home and discovering that she
was missing it. I quickly picked it up and called out to her, “Ma’am you
TLLQ
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dropped this money.” She turned and gratefully replied, “I’m getting old
and have a problem dropping things. Thank you so much.” I could have
tried to convince myself that God was blessing me. No, God does not bless
a thief. I kept my eyes focused on the right thing. Soon after that, we broke
through in our finances. We wouldn’t have broken through if I had stolen
that money.
If you have an evil eye, you will have problems. “Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: All
these evil things come from within, and defile the man” (Mark 7:22-23). If
you do not manage your eyes, it will cause your hands and ears to be misused as well. Your destiny may be determined by what you do with your
eyes, ears, hands and mouth.

Where do you rate in managing your eyes?

EARS MANAGEMENT
What do your ears hear? Are they tuned to ungodly music? Are they attracted to gossip, slander, bitterness or tale bearing? Do they enjoy dirty
jokes? Jesus said, “…Take heed what ye hear: with what measure ye mete, it
shall be measured to you: and unto you that hear shall more be given” (Mark
4:24). Be careful what you hear.
When I was a child, an older man was sitting next to me on a hay wagon
and told me a dirty joke. I was disappointed and let down at his lack of
respect for a little boy. This man proclaimed to be a Christian but I discovered that his mind was perverted and his heart was unclean. I don’t think
he ever knew how he let me down that day.
In the verse listed above, Jesus said take heed what ye hear but in the following verse He said how you hear. “Take heed therefore how ye hear: for
whosoever hath, to him shall be given; and whosoever hath not, from him
shall be taken even that which he seemeth to have” (Luke 8:18). Some people
14

tllmi.org | 800.311.1277

only hear half of what you say instead of the whole story or they think you
said something they didn’t hear. Then they judge according to what they
heard and may be totally off track. “Judge not, that ye be not judged. For
with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye
mete, it shall be measured to you again” (Matthew 7:1-2). You don’t always
know the whole story. The way you give judgment to someone else is the
way it will be measured back to you. Make sure you understand what you
hear.
One evening, a couple needed to discuss some things privately so they sent
their children to bed early. One little boy stood by to watch as his parents
disputed and went into another room to talk about things. The husband
recommended his wife go back to her mother for a short visit to recuperate.
The next day, the children were told that mom was going to visit grandma.
As she was preparing to leave, the little 6-year-old boy approached his dad,
“Daddy, why are you divorcing mom?” The dad replied in shocked surprise, “What? I’m not divorcing mom. Why would you think that?” “Well,
I heard you say last night you want her to go back to her momma.” He had
totally misunderstood. You can’t always go by what you hear. It may not be
what you think. Make sure you are hearing correctly. Matthew 11:15 says,
“He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.” That means hear the right thing.
Well-trained ears are capable of sifting out bad particles if they have a good
filter. Learn to manage and control your ears or they will manage you.

Where do you rate in managing your ears?

“If you LOOK UP you stay up
If you LOOK DOWN
you stay down.”
TLLQ
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Daniel Rodes

“Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous: and shout for
joy, all ye that are upright in heart.” - Psalm 32:11
From the chariot races of Rome to the jousting tournaments of the knights
of ancient Europe, from present-day football games to actual battles, the
story has been much the same throughout history. Whenever man badly
wants a victory, he always responds with a great shout. When that victory
is gained, he does it again.

16
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Shout
unto God
a key to victory

Have you ever wondered why men respond as they do? I personally believe
that God Himself has placed the shout within us. After all, He shouts: “God
is gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of a trumpet” (Psalm 47:5).
So, if even God shouts, I guess we can too.
Shouting can be a powerful weapon of warfare. Joshua and his people
shouted at Jericho. Gideon and his band shouted when faced with the superior forces of the Amelikites. And David shouted as the Ark was being
returned to the Holy City. There is power in the shout of victory!

TLLQ
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SHOUT FOR
VICTORY
Gideon, who was the least in his father’s household, found himself in very
difficult circumstances. Israel had sinned before the Lord and had been
delivered into the hands of the Midianites. After seven years of great oppression, the sons of Israel were reduced to hiding themselves in caves and
dens in the mountains. It is in one of these hiding places that the Bible introduces us to the young man Gideon. He was there trying to thresh some
grain in secret for his family so that it would not be stolen from him by the
enemy.
Suddenly, an angel appeared to Gideon and told him that he was called by
God to be the deliverer of his people. Gideon accepted the challenge and
called an army to battle. Over time, his army was reduced, at the direction
of the Lord, to a mere handful of men — three hundred to be exact.
Gideon received a battle plan from the Lord. He was to divide his men
into three companies. Each soldier was given a torch and an empty pitcher
under which to conceal the torch. In what was probably the shortest basic training ever undergone by an army in history, Gideon instructed his
men to do exactly what he did: “When I blow with a trumpet, I and all that
are with me, then blow ye the trumpets also on every side of all the camp,
and say, The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon. So Gideon, and the hundred
men that were with him, came unto the outside of the camp in the beginning
of the middle watch; and they had but newly set the watch: and they blew
the trumpets, and brake the pitchers that were in their hands. And the three
companies blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers, and held the lamps in
their left hands, and the trumpets in their right hands to blow withal: and
they cried, The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon” (Judges 7:18-20). This
small army of men, without any normal weapons of warfare, stood still and
shouted and played their trumpets with all their might. The result was that
they didn’t have to fight or even chase after the Midianites. The Lord did all
the work: “And they stood every man in his place round about the camp: and
18
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all the host ran, and cried, and fled. And the three
hundred blew the trumpets, and the Lord set every man’s sword against his fellow, even throughout all the host: and the host fled to Beth-shittah
in Zererath, and to the border of Abel-meholah,
unto Tabbath” (Judges 7:21-22). The battle was
won by a shout, and Gideon’s army chased the
enemy as far as Abel-meholah — the meadow of
the dance. The place of victory was the place of
rejoicing. How wonderful!
David wrote: “Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous:
for praise is comely for the upright” (Psalm 33:1).
There can be great power in shouting before the
Lord, and it is time for the Church to lay hold of
that power. Joshua understood the power of this
type of shouting. On each of the first six days he
led the people on a march around the city of Jericho, they were silent. Then, on the seventh day,
they marched around it seven times. On that last
day, however, something else was added. They
shouted for joy.
The first six days of the march, as the people
traversed the city in silence, must have been unnerving to the inhabitants of Jericho. They could
see an entire army led by the priests and the Ark,
but no one was saying anything. All that was
heard was the haunting cry of the shofars. But
on the seventh day, things were quite different:
“And it came to pass at the seventh time, when the
priests blew with the trumpets, Joshua said unto
the people, Shout; for the Lord hath given you the
city” (Joshua 6:16). We all know the rest of the
story. The people of Israel shouted, and the walls
fell flat before them. They had won a great victory through their obedience in the shout.
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Sometimes there are walls in our lives as well. They may be situations or
circumstances or people who are blocking the path the Lord Himself has
laid out for us. There are times when it seems we just cannot go around
these obstacles in our paths. Somehow, we must plow through them. At
times such as these, we may have to shout until those walls fall down before
us.
This phenomena can be difficult to understand. What is there about a loud
noise that would make strong walls fall flat? The shout of the Lord is a
shout of victory. It is a shout of joy in our overcoming God. And it is a
shout of faith.
Shouting, like other forms of praise, may be misused. People may shout for
any number of reasons. Some may shout to display their authority. Some
may shout just because they feel like it. Some may shout in anger or in
self-righteousness. Some may shout in an attempt to gain God’s attention
or try to force Him to do things their way. None of these is God-pleasing
shouts. Let every man examine his heart and know his motives.

SHOUTING DOWN
STRONGHOLDS
Shouting the victory is probably most accepted in the area of spiritual warfare. Throughout the Word, and throughout history, we read of men using
a battle cry during times of war. We can use shouting in the very same way,
as we fight in the spiritual realm.
Shouting is a weapon we can use as we begin to break down strongholds
around a city or town. When it is combined with other weapons, such as
prayer and fasting, marching, or dancing, it can be powerful. We have seen
some wonderful results when we have shouted and commanded that the
stronghold of evil be broken in the mighty Name of Jesus. There is power
in the shout if it is done in faith.
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When all else fails, start shouting the victory. Sometimes when we are ministering at a particular church where a breakthrough is needed, we have the
people begin to shout: “Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!” This helps to
set the people free. In our own church, we have seen that the shout keeps a
heavy spirit from overcoming the people.
If you are a child of God, you ought to shout, for you have something to
shout about! There is power in the shout if it comes from a heart of rejoicing and gladness.
You might cry out, “Glory, Hallelujah!” or, “Praise You, Lord!” You can
shout a Scripture or an affirmation. Or it could be a shout without words.
Shout with a faith-filled spirit and watch and see what happens.

SHOUT FOR JOY
“But let all those that put their trust in Thee rejoice: let them ever shout for
joy, because Thou defendest them: let them also that love Thy name be joyful
in thee” (Psalm 5:11).
“Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous: and shout for joy, all ye that
are upright in heart” (Psalm 32:11).
“Let Thy priests be clothed with righteousness; and let Thy saints shout for
joy” (Psalm 132:9).
There are many more Scriptures that we could add here. The idea is that we
are to shout, not only for warfare, but also for joy. The Psalms, especially,
contain this theme. We are to rejoice in our God, and we are to show our
joy by shouting.
Many think nothing of shouting at a football game when their team scores.
Should we be any less excited about our great and mighty God? Shout forth
your joy in your God, for He delights in hearing your praise.
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THE KING
IS COMING
We can shout for victory; we can shout in times of warfare; and we can
shout for joy as we rejoice in our God. These are all wonderful uses of the
shout. But there is one final use of the shout in the Bible:
“Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great is the Holy One of
Israel in the midst of thee” (Isaiah 12:6).
“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold,
thy King cometh unto thee: He is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding
upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass” (Zechariah 9:9).
Our King is coming! Shout the shout of welcome! Shout the shout of joy!
Shout with a voice of gladness, welcoming the King of kings! We can shout
for His coming, both now, as He has come into our lives, to be shown in
us and through us, and for His soon appearing. As we look to that day, we
know that we will not be the only ones who shout:
“The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise
first” (I Thessalonians 4:16). Shout with anticipation! Shout unto God!
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