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ABOUT TLLMI

Truth, Light & Life Ministries International (TLLMI) is a worldwide 
ministry founded by the late Bishop Daniel D. Rodes. This ministry is 
dedicated to winning the nations of the world to the saving grace of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and to helping edify, build up and strengthen the 
people of God in their daily walk with the Lord. 

TLLMI began broadcasting on local radio in 1988 and on internation-
al shortwave stations in 1991. In 1995, TLLMI purchased airtime on 
its first African shortwave station. Today, it broadcasts soul winning 
messages on international radio stations, United States AM and FM 
stations and is also available in streaming audio and video on the web. 

In addition to radio, TLLMI publishes books, tracts, CDs and Quar-
terly magazines. If you are interested in any of these materials, or 
would like to make a donation, you may contact us at 800.311.1277, 
email contactus@tllmi.org or visit our website tllmi.org.

Don’t forget to look for us on Facebook and subscribe to our YouTube 
channel. 
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Pastor Mahlon Riehl

ISSUE

God’s people are being tried with fire today yet 
we can find courage knowing that many before 
us came through like seasons. The battles of our 
faith will be won again as we continue to stand 
in the midst of the lies, temptations, propaganda 
and chaos. However, it’s paramount that we keep 
our emotions in check as we face the trials and 
temptations of our faith. Jesus never told us we’d 
be exempt from these times of testing. The Apostle 
Paul eluded to difficult times of faith, “For, when 

we were come into Macedonia, our flesh had no rest, but we were troubled 
on every side; without were fightings, within were fears” (II Corinthians 
7:5). It’s not a lack of faith to acknowledge the challenges; however, in 
order to stand strong in faith, you must lift up your eyes to the Heavenly 
Father. Psalm 34:5-6 says, “They looked unto him, and were lightened: and 
their faces were not ashamed. This poor man cried, and the LORD heard 
him, and saved him out of all his troubles.” In one translation, it says, “…
they looked to him and their faces were radiant.” God’s countenance was 
shining through them in the midst of testing! Instead of a melancholy 
spirit, hope emanated through them!

Our world is seemingly at the brink of another possible World War. Our 
hearts and prayers are with the innocent lives in Ukraine as well as many 
other war-torn areas of the world. My wife and I have been making a 
daily habit of thanking God for another day of peace and provision in 
this land where we live. Circumstances could change that scenario in the 
times ahead, but it should never change our focus. In the midst of our 
most victorious or challenging moments, we will choose to look unto 
our God! The Lord Jesus is still the King of kings regardless of who rules 
our world. Our consolation will always be found in our diligence to seek 
out His promises along with a lifestyle of devotion to His Lordship for 
our lives, families, churches and communities!

EDITOR’S note
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The book of Exodus records a powerful and memorable event for 
the children of Israel (Exodus 12:3-14). Prior to the arrival of the 
Destroyer, God gave Moses specific instructions on how to prepare 
a lamb in each household. The blood was struck upon the doorpost 
and its flesh was roasted with fire for them to eat. Every household 
that followed God’s orders received protection from what was forth-
coming. However, for those who did not, every firstborn was killed. 
This terrible event is known as the Passover and has since been re-
membered by many generations. 

The lamb that was slain during the Passover was an illustration of 
what was to take place centuries later with the death of the Lord 
Jesus Christ: “…For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us” 
(I Corinthians 5:7). God so loved the world that He gave His Son to 
become the sacrificial Lamb that would bring salvation, redemp-
tion and reconciliation to humanity. In the book of John, Jesus 

instructed us: “Then Jesus said 
unto them, Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, Except ye eat the flesh 
of the Son of man, and drink his 
blood, ye have no life in you. 
Whoso eateth my flesh, and 
drinketh my blood, hath eternal 
life; and I will raise him up at 
the last day. For my flesh is meat 
indeed, and my blood is drink 
indeed. He that eateth my flesh, 
and drinketh my blood, dwel-
leth in me, and I in him. As the 
living Father hath sent me, and 
I live by the Father: so he that 
eateth me, even he shall live by 
me” (John 6:53-57). The partak-
ing of communion is a symbol of 
eating the flesh and drinking the 
blood of Christ. Most of us have 
taken communion simply out of 
a traditional or religious ritual 
but when you truly understand 
the power of communion, it will 
establish a new meaning and ef-
fect upon your life. 

In the early 1900’s, there was a man of faith who walked in the 
anointing and tremendous power of God. It is recorded that he par-
took of communion every day. You don’t need church leaders to 
give you the bread and cup. This is something you can do at home 
by yourself. The next time you take communion, recognize the 
power of the broken body and the blood of Jesus to transform your 
whole spirit, soul and body. “And when he had given thanks, he 
brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for 
you: this do in remembrance of me” (I Corinthians 11:24). Some 
feel they are unworthy to take communion because they lack vic-
tory in an area or are struggling with a battle in their spirit, soul 
or body. If you have surrendered your life to the Lord and have a  
hunger for more of God, you need to take communion. You need 
the power of the blood and broken body to help you find victory. As 
you break the bread, think about the hindrances of the past being 
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broken off your life forever. Reverently meditate upon the awesome 
deliverance Jesus brought to you. When you drink of the cup, think 
about the sting, the pain and the regret of your past being eliminat-
ed as the balm of Gilead comes in and brings healing to your spirit, 
soul and body. 

Communion is not a magic wand 
you set on the shelf and quickly 
grab every time you need a blessing 
from God. It’s to be taken in honor 
and remembrance of what Christ 
did for you. Galatians 3:13-14 says, 
“Christ hath redeemed us from 
the curse of the law, being made 
a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth 
on a tree: That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gen-
tiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the 
Spirit through faith.” When Christ went to the cross, He redeemed 
you from the curse and opened the door for you to be redeemed and 
blessed. He was beaten and broken so that your transgressions and 
iniquities would be washed away; so your mind could be renewed; so 
your body could receive healing. Jesus was “…despised and rejected 
of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid 
as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed 
him not. Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: 
yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But 
he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with 
his stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:3-5). It has been researched 
that all sickness falls under 39 main categories and it is assumed 
that Jesus’ back was lacerated with 39 stripes according to custom. 
That is a stripe for every ailment! Eternal scars upon our Messiah 
for our physical body to receive the healing we need. He was inno-
cent—the sinless Lamb of God. He came to redeem the world from 
destruction, hate and war, yet humanity turned on him. I’m sure it 
was uncomfortable for Jesus because He had human emotions but 
it didn’t deter Him from the pathway God had chosen for Him. 

Jesus bore the pain, went to the cross, died and resurrected so you 
could walk in the peace of God in the middle of this wicked world. 
“And they clothed him with purple, and platted a crown of thorns, 
and put it about his head, And began to salute him, Hail, King of 

the Jews! And they smote him on the head with a reed, and did 
spit upon him, and bowing their knees worshipped him. And when 
they had mocked him, they took off the purple from him, and put 
his own clothes on him, and led him out to crucify him” (Mark 
15:17-20). They wove a crown of thorns and shoved it on His head. 
He bore those thorns so you and I don’t have to live with our minds 
steeped in depression, anxiety and fear. Nails were driven through 
His hands and feet and His features were disfigured with the beat-
ings He received. Every part of His physical body had been beat-
en, bruised and ripped open: “But one of the soldiers with a spear 
pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water” 
(John 19:34). Every ounce was spent and broken. 

None of this made sense at the time but all that He endured had a 
purpose. He took the beating, the scourging, the crown of thorns—
the agony. But even more than the torture of His physical body was 
the weight of the sin of this world transferred on the very begot-
ten Son of God. Can you imagine the emotional struggle He must 
have been going through? Maybe that’s why He cried with drops of 
blood in the garden of Gethsemane. He even dreaded this moment. 
He asked the Father if there was any other way. No one else had 
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done it before. The sacrifice of Jesus opened the door for you to be 
completely delivered and set free. Whosoever shall call upon our 
God shall be saved (Romans 10:13) because He made a way. Those 
stripes were for you! His body was broken for you! He bore the 
crown of thorns for you! The piercing of His side was for you! The 
salvation of our Lord is the antidote to every problem of this world. 
Allow Him to be your sacrificial Lamb to bring deliverance as He 
did to the children of Israel on the night of the Passover. His blood 
is the sole reason you can receive salvation and eternal life. His pre-
cious blood dripped from His body and streamed down the cross 
into the earth. There was a drop for every part of dying humanity so 
you and I may draw near. So you can come close and have an eternal 
relationship with our Heavenly Father and experience the promise 
of the Holy Ghost at work in your life. That’s the power of the blood 
for us. “But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are 
made nigh by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who hath 
made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition 
between us” (Ephesians 2:13-14). Because of the blood, we have 
gained access to the Heavenly Father. God brought us closer to His 
side! In the Old Testament, only the high priest could enter the holy 
of holies. He had specifications of how to enter or he may not come 
out alive. But now, everyone who receives salvation can come to the 
Lord because of the precious blood. We can worship Him, offer 
up prayers and give thanks to His name with boldness: Hebrews 
10:19-22 says, “Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter 
into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, By a new and living way, 
which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to 
say, his flesh; And having an high priest over the house of God; 
Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our 
bodies washed with pure water.” 

Have you experienced an evil conscience because of disobedi-
ence or sin in your past? Has your mind been plaguing you with 
wrong thoughts? Are you constantly living with regret? That’s 
why you need the power of the blood of Jesus: “For if the blood 
of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the 
unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: How much 
more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spir-
it offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience 
from dead works to serve the living God?” (Hebrews 9:13-14). 
Bulls and goats took care of sins in the Old Testament but we 

have the blood of Jesus to wash us free from those regrets. All those 
disobedient acts can be washed and cleansed by the blood of Christ. 
It’s not the will of God for you to walk into the future with the re-
grets of the past following you like a ball and chain. The blood of 
Jesus is more than able to wash you clean but you need to submit 
and receive it. You can be justified by the blood of Christ “just-as-if” 
you’ve never sinned. 

It’s the will of God for you to experience victory every day of your 
life. As you battle obstacles in your life, remember that God is for 
you not against you. I pray God will open your eyes to the great sal-
vation that He brought to humanity. He redeemed this world from 
destruction and crowned your life with His loving kindness and 
mercy. He wants to multiply His goodness, mercy, grace and peace 
in your life. He loves you even more than an earthly father could. 
Your kind, merciful Heavenly Father wants to lead you through the 
dark wilderness of life, through the valley of the shadow of death to 
the green pastures. I want you to expect the goodness of God follow-
ing you all the days of your life regardless of your outward circum-
stance (Psalm 23:6). Because of His broken body and His precious 
blood, you can be found worthy of deliverance. TLLMI



10 tllmi.org | 800.311.1277 TLLQ 11

EMOTIONS MANAGEMENT

Emotions can be stirred by what you hear, think or feel. I know 
there are things in life that bring sorrow, but if you have learned to 
manage your emotions, you will know how to respond when some-
thing negative happens in your life. There is a time to cry and a time 
to stop crying. My mother and father and several of my sisters have 
passed away. There was a season of mourning after each death, 
but there came a time when it ended. Although I continued to miss 
them, I knew my family wouldn’t want me to go cry at their grave 
for the next 20 years. They are not there. There comes a time to 
stop grieving. It doesn’t mean you didn’t love that person, but you 
must move on with your life. If you don’t learn when to grieve and 
when to stop grieving, you can have serious emotional problems. 

While speaking at a church, I received a word of knowledge for 
someone at the end of my sermon. I stood in front of that huge 
congregation and said, “There is a family in this building who lost 

ManagingManaging
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a child with asthma. Because of that loss, there is fear that another 
family member will lose their life as well. I want to pray for you.” 
When the family came forward, I asked them, “Which one of you 
has asthma and is afraid you are going to die with an attack?” A 
little boy stepped toward me. I said, “I am going to ask the Lord to 
heal you and deliver you from the spirit of fear.” The pastor told me 
later that he was amazed how the Lord revealed the situation to me 
with such accuracy when I had no previous knowledge of it. The 
pastor said, “I have counseled with this family. I tried to encourage 
them and help them through this situation. But when you, a total 
stranger, came on the scene, God brought deliverance.” When peo-
ple are hurting, counseling often only puts a bandage on the sore. 
Someone needs to help them get to the root of the matter. Just one 
word of the Lord made the difference for that family to be rescued 
from those tears and fears that were destroying their lives. 

Why are so many people hurting? When is the time for healing? 
Jeremiah asked the question, “Is there no balm in Gilead; is there 
no physician there? why then is not the health of the daughter of 
my people recovered?” (Jeremiah 8:22). I’ve had people tell me, “I 
just cry but I don’t know why.” If you have no idea why you are cry-
ing then you certainly don’t need to cry. Make a decision to choose 
joy. The next time you have a weeping spell, pray this verse, “For 
thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine eyes from tears, and 
my feet from falling” (Psalms 116:8). That sounds like deliverance 
to me.

Don’t misunderstand me. I’m not saying you should never cry. There 
are times when tears are appropriate. When you are concerned 
about someone, tears can be a language to express your compas-
sion. I think a preacher should be able to cry. If you don’t have any 
emotions, you shouldn’t be in the ministry. Paul said, “Therefore 
watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased 
not to warn every one night and day with tears” (Acts 20:31). As 
a leader, I often weep for the souls of my people. Psalm 126:5 says, 
“They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.” This man’s tears were not 
being shed for himself but on behalf of the harvest.  Your emotions 
can be valuable in the kingdom of Heaven when you know how to 
manage them.

If you don’t learn to manage your emotions, it can cause you to 
have sleepless nights. The Lord wants you to have peace and rest: 
“It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up late, to eat the bread of 
sorrows: for so he giveth his beloved sleep” (Psalm 127:2). Instead 
of focusing on your worries and troubles, cast your cares upon the 
Lord. 

Make a decision to manage your emotions instead of letting them 
manage you. It’s best to start managing them as a young person, 
but you can make a decision to manage them at any age. If you be-
lieve that no one loves you or focus only on negative thoughts about 
yourself, you will become emotionally unstable. When everything is 
centered on self, you’ll become upset when others are blessed and 
you are not. That attitude is probably the reason you are not being 
blessed. Change your thinking and begin to bless others. It will af-
fect your emotions. When you learn to control your emotions, you 
will think about others instead of yourself.

Where do you rate in managing your emotions?

Excellent           Good           Fair           Poor        

HOSTILITY MANAGEMENT

Sometimes when you make a decision to stand for the Lord others 
become hostile toward you and think you are crazy or weird. If you 
are just living a haphazard life, you may not face opposition. But, if 
you are on fire for the truth, there will be some who reject you and 
may even try to destroy your reputation. Sometimes they are your 
own family members who have become uncomfortable with your 
walk of life. The Spirit in you is bringing them under conviction 
where they can no longer enjoy their life of sin. 

Don’t become angry or offended with those who are hostile toward 
you. Make a decision to pray for them instead. They need you. “Not 
rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise 
blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should in-
herit a blessing” (I Peter 3:9). One of the best things you can do is 



14 tllmi.org | 800.311.1277 TLLQ 15

speak blessing over them. When you choose to bless those who are 
hostile, it will release you from the injury. Learn to manage how you 
respond toward those who are hostile. 

Where do you rate in managing hostility?

 Excellent       Good       Fair       Poor

FRUSTRATION MANAGEMENT

On one of His travels, Jesus and His disciples were invited into the 
home of two sisters. While one sat to listen to the Messiah, the other 
became agitated because her sister was not helping her serve: “And 
Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art care-
ful and troubled about many things” (Luke 10:41). I believe Jesus 
was saying, “Martha, calm down. You’re frustrated. The person you 
are blaming is the one that’s doing right. Mary has chosen the good 
part.” Martha needed to learn to manage the stress she was under. 
Preparing a meal for a large group can be frustrating if you don’t 
know how to manage. 

You can learn to manage tension and pressure. Don’t become in-
volved in ministry if you can’t handle stress. You will face constant, 
heavy pressure because there are so many details and requirements 
that need your daily attention. If you don’t learn to manage and 
remain organized, you will become frustrated. Stress is not always 
bad if it’s kept under control. Stop and tell yourself, “Wait! Don’t 
get  irritated. Calm down.” There was a story of a man pushing a 
shopping cart through the grocery store. His son was sitting in the 
cart screaming. You could hear the dad saying, “Now, Elmer, take 
it easy. Don’t get shook up. Elmer, everything is going to be alright. 
Calm down, Elmer.” An elderly lady came by and looked at the little 
boy, “Aww, little Elmer. What’s wrong?” The dad looked at her and 
said, “His name isn’t Elmer. That’s my name.”

Where do you rate in managing frustration?

 Excellent       Good       Fair       Poor

ANGER MANAGEMENT

Anger is not always bad if you learn to manage it. The Bible in-
structs: “Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon 
your wrath” (Ephesians 4:26). Anger can be a God-given charac-
ter but you must not let it to get out of control. If you allow angry 
thoughts to continue to brood in your mind, it can become a hin-
drance to your relationships, prayer life, etc. 

I used to have an angry spirit that could easily be ignited and had no 
control over it. I finally realized that it had become destructive and 
harmful and I needed to manage it for the sake of my family. When 
I sought the Lord for help, He strengthened me with His might and 
I found the power to control my anger. Instead of quickly respond-
ing in anger to a situation, I learned to hold my tongue and choose 
peace.

If you struggle with anger, ask God to help you and deliver you. Fo-
cus your attention on Him instead of your problem. Learn how to 
take authority over your own spirit and manage your temper: “He 
that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is broken 
down, and without walls” (Proverbs 25:28).  

If you are a parent, train your children how to manage anger. I have 
watched many children throw temper tantrums with no repercus-
sion. If your children are permitted to react in anger without correc-
tion, it could have a negative impact on their lives: “For the wrath 
of man worketh not the righteousness of God” (James 1:20). Train 
and teach them how to respond properly when things don’t go their 
way. 

Where do you rate in managing anger?

 Excellent       Good       Fair       Poor
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So many people struggle to be stable in their walk with the Lord. 
They may have grown up in church and were taught the doctrines 
and traditions of man but never understood how to live in victory. 
The root of the issue could be their foundation. Maybe they never 
established a foundation in their lives or it could be unstable. God 
desires for us to build our lives on a firm foundation. A foundation 
that is unmovable, unshakable, and solid. “For other foundation 
can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if 
any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, 
wood, hay, stubble; Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for 
the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and 
the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is” (I Corinthians 
3:11-13).

In the book of Matthew, Jesus shares an analogy of two men and 

FIRM
FOUNDATION
Daniel D. Rodes

the results of their different choices: “Therefore whosoever heareth 
these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise 
man, which built his house upon a rock: And the rain descended, 
and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; 
and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. And every one that 
heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened 
unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: And the 
rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat 
upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.” (Matthew 
7:24-27). The house built on a firm foundation stood strong while 
the home built on sand crumbled. This story is an example of our 
lives. In order to survive the storms of life, you must build on a firm 
foundation. When temptations, trials and tests come, will you stand 
firm or fall? Will you be able to make the right decision? 

How do you have confidence that you will stand firm when tested? 
You must fix your heart on Christ, the Solid Rock and trust Him to 
lead and guide you. “My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed: I 
will sing and give praise” (Psalm 57:7). Fixed means: stable, un-
movable, steadfast, confirmed, established, permanent. When you 
choose to fix your heart upon the Lord, you begin to build your faith 
upon that foundation. You build strong integrity and good char-
acter. You build words that have meaning because you are laying 
everything upon the foundation of Jesus Christ. You become es-
tablished and not easily shaken when trying days come. Instead of 
allowing temptations to derail you, your heart is submitted to the 
Lord and you have chosen to resist the devil. No matter what hap-
pens, your direction is settled. You have already decided to do what 
is right. 

In the book of Acts, when someone received salvation, they were 
saved 100%. It was a complete transformation from the kingdom 
of darkness to the kingdom of light. They had made a decision Who 
they would serve. They were changed. They were full of joy and 
the Holy Spirit. What God did for them inspired them to go out 
witnessing to others about Jesus. Even when persecution caused 
them to be scattered, it did not stop them from preaching the gos-
pel: “Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where 
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preaching the word” (Acts 8:4). They had a foundation and their 
heart was fixed. 

The reason people backslide is that they have built on an unstable 
foundation. If something bad happens, there is nothing to stand on 
because their heart is not fixed. Instead of trusting God, they lean 
on others. It’s so easy to depend on the advice and opinions of man 
but they can fail you—“It is better to trust in the LORD than to put 
confidence in man” (Psalm 118:8). You can’t place your trust in any-
thing but the Lord. When you trust in the abilities or opinions of 
others, your faith can be hindered.

What if there was an earthquake and everything around you start-
ed to shatter? Would the Word of God come out of you or fear? I 
heard a testimony from a man who survived one of the worst avia-
tion disasters in history. One moment, his plane was preparing for 
take-off. The next thing he knew, he was surrounded by walls of 
flames. Two planes collided. There was no time to think. No time 
to pray. No time to get your life right with the Lord. It happened so 
suddenly. The heat of the flames was so intense it melted everything 
in its path. His first instinct was to help those around him but he 
was too late as he watched them burn to death. The peace of God 
poured over him as he remembered his mother’s prayers before he 
left for this trip. His mind became like a computer as scripture after 
scripture began to pour out. All of a sudden, Isaiah 43:2 became 
very real: “…when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be 
burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.” Circumstances 
said he would burn, but the Word said he wouldn’t. He began to 
shout, “Father, in the name of Jesus I stand upon the Word!” He re-
peatedly cried out as he walked through the flames. When he looked 
up, he could see a hole above him where the sky poked through. The 
ceiling in a 747-jet airline is very high, but the next thing he knew, 
he was on top of the plane and able to escape the inferno. Later, 
he discovered that all those sitting in front of him, behind him and 
next to him had been burned to unrecognition. Yet, not a hair on his 
body was singed. His clothes were not burned. God had delivered 
him because he stood upon the Word. His eyes were fixed on the 
Lord and he had a firm foundation. 

In order to overcome fear, you 
need to build up your faith. Faith 
is developed as you meditate upon 
the Word and listen to the voice of 
God. “The fear of man bringeth a 
snare: but whoso putteth his trust 
in the LORD shall be safe” (Prov-
erbs 29:25). The next time you are 
tempted to fear, make a declaration 
to fix your heart on the Lord and 
trust in Him: “Behold, God is my 
salvation; I will trust, and not be 
afraid: for the LORD JEHOVAH is 
my strength and my song; he also 
is become my salvation” (Isaiah 
12:2). 

Your words must be filled with in-
tegrity. Your yea must be yea and 
your nay must be nay at all times. 
Jesus said, “But let your commu-
nication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: 
for whatsoever is more than these 
cometh of evil” (Matthew 5:37). 
There are people who have a hab-
it of breaking their promises. If 
your integrity is not settled, you 
will easily change your mind. The 
Bible says, “…He that sweareth to 
his own hurt, and changeth not” 
(Psalm 15:4). One of my brothers 
committed to help someone with 
a project on a specific day. That morning, an emergency occurred 
forcing him to change his plans. Although he had to break his com-
mitment, he maintained his integrity by driving to that individual’s 
home to inform them what had happened (there was no other way 
to contact them). Suppose he would have just let it go and thought, 

“Fix your 
heart on Christ, 

the Solid Rock 
and trust Him

to lead and 
guide you.”
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“They’ll understand if I don’t show up.” No. He would have lost the 
value of his integrity. If you have fixed your heart to be honest, you 
will fulfill your commitments.

God instructed Jeremiah to bring strangers into the house of the 
Lord and set wine before them: “And I set before the sons of the 
house of the Rechabites pots full of wine, and cups, and I said unto 
them, Drink ye wine. But they said, We will drink no wine: for 

Jonadab the son of Rechab 
our father commanded us, 
saying, Ye shall drink no 
wine, neither ye, nor your 
sons for ever” (Jeremiah 
35:5-6). These strangers had 
already made a decision what 
they would do when they 
faced pressure. They stood 
their ground because their 
foundation was laid. It was 
a settled matter. God asked 

Jeremiah to use this example to challenge the Children of Israel; 
“...Will ye not receive instruction to hearken to my words? saith 
the LORD. The words of Jonadab the son of Rechab, that he com-
manded his sons not to drink wine, are performed; for unto this 
day they drink none, but obey their father’s commandment: not-
withstanding I have spoken unto you, rising early and speaking; 
but ye hearkened not unto me” (Jeremiah 35:13-14). How sad! The 
strangers in the land remained faithful to their commitment but 
God’s children would not hearken to His voice. 

Your words should mean something. “For by thy words thou shalt 
be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned” (Matthew 
12:37). Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, I will never deny you even if it 
means death.” He didn’t realize he wasn’t built upon a firm founda-
tion and that his heart wasn’t fixed yet. He was just speaking words 
that he thought he could fulfill but wasn’t prepared for the torren-
tial storm that would beat upon his soul. When he was pressured to 
acknowledge Jesus, he succumbed to his old habits of cursing and 

denied Christ. Then, something happened that rocked his whole 
world—the rooster crowed: “And Peter remembered the word of 
Jesus, which said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny 
me thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly” (Matthew 26:75). 
Repentance is a part of rebuilding. This solution will restore you 
when you fail. 

When you choose to rent a property or borrow money from some-
one, you will pay it in a timely manner if you are honest. We had a 
tenant who always paid her rent on time but one month, we were 
surprised when we didn’t receive a payment. I was a little worried 
knowing that she was a single mother and might be struggling. 
When I stopped by her house to inquire, she informed me that the 
check had been mailed as usual. She handed me another check as I 
was leaving and said, “When you do receive the payment I mailed 
earlier, let me know.” Three weeks later, her check finally arrived. 
I looked at the postmark and saw that it had been mailed six weeks 
prior. I was relieved to see this woman truly had a heart of integrity. 

When you sign a contract, remember that it is bound. Just like your 
marriage vows. You were bound to your spouse when you said, 
“I do.” When the winds are blowing and a storm is brewing, that 
doesn’t change anything. You have made an unchangeable deci-
sion. It’s the same as Peter walking on the water. When he saw the 
water moving up and down, he became afraid and fell. When you 
make a decision, it doesn’t matter whether the winds are blowing 
or a storm is all around you. Just jump from one wave to the other. 
Stand your ground on the firm foundation. Don’t wait until you’re 
faced with a temptation to decide what you will do. When someone 
tries to tempt you, the answer is, “No!” Today, make a decision to 
build on the foundation that God has already laid. You won’t have 
to decide what to do when a situation arises. Your decision was es-
tablished before you face temptation. There is something about a 
fixed decision—a firm foundation. Your character, your words, your 
integrity, your trust, your confidence, your life is built on that foun-
dation. It doesn’t mean you won’t be tempted but you must make a 
firm, quality decision to stand regardless of the storms you will face. 
It’s a settled matter. 
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MY MOTHER HAD NO CHILDREN

My mother had no children
And so she prayed for one.

I was then adopted
And I became her son.

She read to me the Bible
And taught me how to pray.
She taught me to love Jesus
And serve Him every day.

When Mother read the Bible
She’d take in every word;

And when she started praying,
You knew that Heaven heard.

And when she sang of Heaven,
You’d think that she was there,

For such a sweet anointing,
Would always fill the air.

The night she went to Heaven,
She called me to her side.

She kissed my cheek and whispered,
“I’m going Home with Dad.”

Then raised her hands toward Heaven,
Her heart so full of love,

She asked the Lord to take her,
To that sweet Home above.

O’, I’m so glad for Mother,
For she’s the only one

That took this little orphan
And I became her son.

O’, I’m so glad for Mother,
And all she did for me.

God bless my darling mother
In all eternity.
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