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ABOUT TLLMI

Truth, Light & Life Ministries International (TLLMI) is a worldwide 
ministry founded by the late Bishop Daniel D. Rodes. This ministry is 
dedicated to winning the nations of the world to the saving grace of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and to helping edify, build up and strengthen the 
people of God in their daily walk with the Lord. 

TLLMI began broadcasting on local radio in 1988 and on internation-
al shortwave stations in 1991. In 1995, TLLMI purchased airtime on 
its first African shortwave station. Today, it broadcasts soul winning 
messages on international radio stations, United States AM and FM 
stations and is also available in streaming audio and video on the web. 

In addition to radio, TLLMI publishes books, tracts, CDs and Quar-
terly magazines. If you are interested in any of these materials, or 
would like to make a donation, you may contact us at 800.311.1277, 
email contactus@tllmi.org or visit our website tllmi.org.

Don’t forget to look for us on Facebook and subscribe to our YouTube 
channel. 
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Pastor Mahlon Riehl

ISSUE

EDITOR’S note
Like too many generations in the past, there is 

a shortage of soul winners amongst the Body 
of Christ. I don’t believe soul winners are only 

those who are called to be evangelists. I believe they 
are various individuals with a wide range of giftings 
throughout the body of Christ. There are prayer in-
tercessors who need to lay hold of the throne room 
of God’s grace, men and women who won’t let their 
loved ones go until they are changed. Those that are 
burdened in prayer for the children in our genera-
tion, the lost, the backslidden amongst us. We need 
those with shepherd’s hearts who are willing to go 
after the lost sheep and put in the time needed to get 
them back safely to the body of Christ. We need the 

prophetic anointing at work in our midst, much like the example found in 
I Corinthians 14:25: “And thus are the secrets of his heart made manifest; 
and so falling down on his face he will worship God, and report that God is in 
you of a truth.” God is needing those who are gifted in healing to distribute 
the love of God through His power to the sick and needy around us. There 
are many other facets to being a soulwinner, including teaching the Word 
of God to that friend who needs counsel or ministering to that marriage 
that needs reconciliation. There’s that brother in Christ who may need to 
be lovingly warned because of the error of his backslidden ways. That el-
derly shut-in who is crying for someone to visit them. Your neighbor down 
the street who needs more than you to just preach at them; they need you 
to have a listening ear as they pour out their desperations in life. Being a 
soul winner is not just about having the right things to say. I’ve found over 
the years that a caring heart and a listening ear are equally, if not more, 
important.  

The verses in James 5:19-20 are fresh in my spirit, “Brethren, if any of you 
do err from the truth, and one convert him; Let him know, that he which con-
verteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and 
shall hide a multitude of sins.” Think about it. You have the opportunity to 
save a soul from eternal damnation! Are you willing to be the “one” God 
can use? Do you have enough Godly influence and love to convert that indi-
vidual? Can God use what He’s so freely given you to convince them of their 
need for salvation or to save a friend’s marriage and family from the bitter 
cup of divorce and separation? I don’t know about you, but I want to stand 
before God knowing that I was among those that are found in Daniel 12:3, 
“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and 
they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.” Ask 
God for favor with those around you and then stand back and watch for 
opportunities to unfold! You can be a soul winner!!!
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it seemed like nothing ever worked in his favor. Out of desperation, 
he came to me seeking for advice. The Lord gave me a word of wis-
dom and I instructed him to change his focus from being a loser 
to being a winner. It was like a light bulb lit up in his mind and he 
went forward with a new outlook on life. Everything turned around. 
Today, both of those boys are millionaires.

Suppose you think you are a born loser be-
cause everything good happens to others 
but not you. If your meditation is on be-
ing a loser in life, you will not succeed at 
anything. Your negative mindset will cause 
you think and act wrong: “For as he thin-
keth in his heart, so is he: Eat and drink, 
saith he to thee; but his heart is not with 
thee” (Proverbs 23:7). Make a decision 
that you not going to have a defeated at-
titude anymore. Change your vocabulary 
and outlook on life. Learn to manage how 
you think. 

I was with a man who had just built a 
very large building for his business. As he 
walked me through his new building, he 
sputtered, “I don’t know if I’ll ever get this 
thing paid off.” I looked at him and asked, 
“Then, why did you build it? Change your 
attitude and outlook. Begin to expect this 
building to be paid off.” It took a number 
of years but he was able to pay for it in full. 

When I was young, it seemed as though I 
was always facing adversities. I had broken 

several bones, was diagnosed with numerous diseases and experi-
enced near death tragedies. When I was in isolation at the hospital 
with double pneumonia, the doctor stood outside my door and told 
my parents, “Your son won’t be here by morning.” I heard their 
hushed voices and began wondering who would be the pallbearers 
at my funeral. Then, I quickly stopped myself and proclaimed, “No, 
I am not going to die. I can’t die because I’m called to be a preach-
er.” From that point, I began to recover. After I made a decision 
to change my way of thinking, I went for years without having a 

Optimist and Pessimist 
Management

A pessimist responds negatively about themselves, others and cir-
cumstances in life but an optimist sees hope in the midst of negative 
circumstances. I knew a family who had two sons with different out-
comes in life. The older son became wealthy and prosperous while 
the younger struggled financially. He felt like a born loser because 

your your lifelife
ManagingManaging

Daniel D. Rodes
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I met a pastor who was facing life in prison for a crime he did not 
commit. To his disappointment, the accuser was someone he knew 
who wanted to destroy his ministry. The pastor chose to stand his 
ground and trust the Lord as he continued to face opposition. I also 
appealed for God’s mercy to intervene on this pastor’s behalf. When 
he went to court, it appeared that the judge was going to side with 
the accuser. Miraculously, this man was acquitted and never faced 
any jail time.  
  
It’s hard to manage disappointments ahead of time. You must learn 
to guard your heart and be prepared. When you do face them, look 
to God and ask Him to help you have the right attitude and correct 
response.

Where do you rate in managing disappointments?

Excellent        Good        Fair        Poor
 

Failure Management

What would you do if your business was failing or the thing that 
you really wanted to do turned out wrong? If your business is not 
prospering, stop and check your character. Do you respect people? 
How do you respond to customers or employees? How is your tone 
of voice? Maybe you need to make corrections before you succeed. 
There was a businessman who struggled financially. He was per-
sistent and chose to continue forward but nothing changed. Things 
became worse: his business burned and everything was lost. With 
a greater determination to succeed, he gathered his employees 
together to discuss what needed to be changed and asked if they 
would be willing to help him rebuild. Together, they made the busi-
ness more prosperous than before. Because of their faithfulness, 
the owner chose to bless those employees by giving them a share of 
the profit. They refused to quit in the midst of tragedy.

It is recorded numerous times in the Bible of people who failed but 
refused to quit. Peter was one of those men. He was confident he 
would not fail Jesus but he was wrong: “And Peter remembered 
the word of Jesus, which said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou 

problem.

If you are struggling physically, spiritually or mentally you can start 
managing differently right now. I’ve been healed of many diseases, 
but it didn’t come from just speaking positive words. I examined 
my spirit, soul and body: What could be causing this problem? Is 
there anything I’m doing wrong to cause this problem? A negative 
attitude will prevent the Word of God from operating in your life. If 
you are an optimistic individual, beware that you don’t fall into fan-
tasy and refuse to face reality. There needs to be a balance of both 
negative and positive. The Bible contains both negative and positive 
verses but many Believers want only to focus on the promises of 
God and bypass the conditions to receive them. To live in the abun-
dance of life God promises, you must obey His commandments. If 
you are willfully living in sin, you can’t expect God to move on your 
behalf. Pick up the Bible and find out what God says He will do and 
what you need to do. Ask the Lord to help you manage your way of 
thinking. As you begin to make the necessary changes, His grace 
will give you the strength to overcome. 

Where do you rate in managing an optimistic 
or pesimistic attitude?

Excellent        Good        Fair        Poor
 

Disappointment Management

Even the most optimistic person will face disappointments in life 
whether minor or major. King David had an adviser whose council 
“…was as if a man had enquired at the oracle of God: so was all 
the counsel of Ahithophel both with David and with Absalom” (II 
Samuel 16:23). On one occasion, his advice was not heeded and he 
could not handle the disappointment. “And when Ahithophel saw 
that his counsel was not followed, he saddled his ass, and arose, 
and gat him home to his house, to his city, and put his household in 
order, and hanged himself, and died, and was buried in the sepul-
chre of his father” (II Samuel 17:23). Disappointment can come any 
day, any hour and any time. But, how does one manage disappoint-
ments: loss of job, loss of ministry, unfulfilled desires, rejections 
and so on? 
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Every person is led by a spirit. Whatever spirit is leading you 
controls your thoughts, words and emotions. They work as 
a team. If you are led by the Spirit of God (spiritually mind-
ed), you will have a positive outlook on life and your words 

will reveal the hope inside of you. You will look for the solutions 
to problems because God is the solution. If you are not led by the 
Holy Spirit, you’ll be carnally minded. Your outlook on life will be 
mostly negative and you’ll struggle to find answers to your prob-
lems. Confusion will clutter your mind and your words will speak 
of hopelessness and despair. Your heart (spirit) and your thoughts 
activate your mouth and reveal whether you are being led by a car-
nal or spiritual mindset. “A good man out of the good treasure of 
his heart bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out of 
the evil treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is evil: for 
of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh” (Luke 6:45). It’s 
just as simple to be positive, as it is to be negative. It’s your choice 
whether you want to be spiritual or carnal. 

Your choices today will affect what will happen to you in the future. 

shalt deny me thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly” (Mat-
thew 26:75). He failed. He messed up. But he didn’t stop there. He 
repented of his failures and began to move forward. 

If you fail repeatedly that does not make you a failure. You are not 
a failure until you quit. “For a just man falleth seven times, and 
riseth up again: but the wicked shall fall into mischief” (Proverbs 
24:16). A just man refuses to accept failure. He’ll continue to rise 
back up until he succeeds. When Paul was stoned, it did not cause 
him to quit. He rose up, regained his senses and continued to spread 
the gospel. 

You must learn to manage failure before you experience it. Make a 
decision that you will not fail. If you fail, don’t sit around and pity 
yourself. Rise back up again and learn from your mistakes. Job lost 
almost everything he possessed but instead of pitying himself, he 
placed his trust in the Lord: “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in 
him: but I will maintain mine own ways before him” (Job 13:15). 
That man came through in victory.

Where do you rate in managing failures?

Excellent        Good        Fair        Poor

Preparing 
Today
For
Tomorrow

by Daniel D. Rodes
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instead of being offended, he wanted to be free and chose to repent 
of those things. His heart was broken. “The sacrifices of God are a 
broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not 
despise” (Psalm 51:17). God is listening when He hears that broken 
heart cry out, “Lord, I have sinned. I’ve been carnal and negative. 
I’ve done things that I’m ashamed of and I’ve said things I shouldn’t 

have. My thoughts have been 
wrong, but I don’t want to be 
this way anymore. I repent. 
‘Create in me a clean heart, 
O God; and renew a right 
spirit within me’ (Psalm 
51:10).” That’s the positive 
approach to the negative sit-
uation. That’s the solution to 
the problem. 

Train Your 
Conscience
Your conscience needs to be 
trained today to help you to-
morrow. What will happen 
when you face severe temp-
tation? Will your conscience 
convict you if you do some-
thing wrong? The conscience 
must be trained to be honest. 
Let’s say you see someone ac-
cidently drop a hundred dol-
lar bill on the ground. Would 

your reaction be to quickly pick it up and return it to the owner or 
would you be tempted to keep it? If your spiritual mind is working 
correctly, your conscience will say, “I can’t keep it. It isn’t mine.” 
 
Is your conscience trained to be pure? “Unto the pure all things are 
pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing 
pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled” (Titus 1:15). 
The carnally minded person is corrupt and unable to think clear-
ly, “…having their conscience seared with a hot iron” (I Timothy 
4:2). If you continue to ignore your conscience, it will be seared 

Let say that tomorrow you will face the greatest temptation you 
have ever experienced. How will you respond? The Bible instructs 
“Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth it-
self against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity ev-
ery thought to the obedience of Christ” (II Corinthians 10:5). If you 
allow your mind to meditate on wrong things, you will eventually 
react in the negative. 
That’s why it’s import-
ant to renew the spirit 
of your mind. If you 
are spiritually mind-
ed, you will guard your 
thoughts by crucify-
ing any negativity. If 
carnality controls the 
mind, you will struggle 
with fear, doubt and 
unbelief. When you 
choose to be led by the 
Spirit, faith, hope and 
expectation will build 
and you will have the 
confidence that noth-
ing is too hard for God. 
You can prepare today 
for tomorrow.

Examine 
Your Heart
In order to prepare today for tomorrow, you must examine your 
heart. What condition is your heart spiritually? The future requires 
your heart to be right with God today. “Keep thy heart with all dili-
gence; for out of it are the issues of life” (Proverbs 4:23). Whatever 
happens tomorrow does not matter if you prepare your heart today.

Recently, a man was in our meeting and said to me, “I need help in 
prayer. God is revealing things in my life that need to be changed. 
I wasn’t even aware these things were hidden in my life.” The Holy 
Spirit had exposed this man and was convicting him. Thankfully, 

It’s 
important to 

RENEW
the spirit 

of your mind.

“

”
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or branded. It will be easier to do 
wrong because your heart is becom-
ing hard. If you are in this catego-
ry, the solution is found in Romans 
12:2: “And be not conformed to this 
world: but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and accept-
able, and perfect, will of God.” Your 
mind can be renewed. God wants to 
cleanse your mind and retrain your 
conscience to be pure, love truth and 
hate evil. 

Train Your Mouth
The words you speak today will af-
fect you tomorrow. Are your words 
positive or negative? “He that keep-
eth his mouth keepeth his life: but he 
that openeth wide his lips shall have 
destruction” (Proverbs 13:3). Think 
about how often you use the phrase, 
“I’m afraid.” We were experiencing 
dry weather and desperately needed 
rain. Before leaving the house, my 
wife said, “I better close the window 
because I’m afraid it’s going to rain.” 
Suddenly, she stopped and said, “No! 
I’m not afraid it’s going to rain. I just 
need to close the window so it doesn’t 
rain into the house.” 

The carnally minded person if full of 
negative words. Let’s say you’ve had 
a long dry hot summer and then it fi-
nally begins to rain. Most of us will 
rejoice that it’s raining. The negative person may say, “Well, it prob-
ably won’t rain very much. It’s been so dry. It will probably only rain 
enough to settle the dust.” The positive person says, “My God is in 
control. He may bless us with an abundance of rain.” If you want 
good things to happen to you, stop talking about all the things that 

don’t happen. If you continually say, “Nothing good ever happens to 
me,” you won’t be blessed. It’s good to prepare for life’s unexpected 
tragedies but don’t focus on the negative. Focus on the One who 
holds the future. “Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation 
of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and 
my redeemer” (Psalm 19:14).

Train Your Eyes
What you do with your eyes today will affect what happens to you 
tomorrow. If you want things to be clearer tomorrow, focus your 
eyes right today. The Psalmist said, “I will set no wicked thing be-
fore mine eyes: I hate the work of them that turn aside; it shall not 
cleave to me” (Psalm 101:3). If you want to prepare for tomorrow, 
you can’t be looking at something that will cleave to you and corrupt 
your mind. Make a decision that you will not pervert your mind by 
looking at the wrong things. Your eyes must be kept from evil if you 
are going to face the future in victory. 

Jesus told the disciples, “But blessed are your eyes, for they see...” 
(Matthew 13:16). What do you see? Do you see a field that is ready 
for harvest? Maybe you don’t see anything. Some people never de-
velop into ministry because they do not see the needs around them 
or they only look at others with a critical eye instead of observing 
how the Lord sees them. Jesus warned, “And why beholdest thou 
the mote that is in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not the beam 
that is in thine own eye?” (Matthew 7:3). This person could see his 
brother’s small issues but was unable to recognize his own sin. The 
carnal eye sees everything through a negative lens while the spiritu-
al eye has a positive outlook. 

Prepare today to view situations with God’s perspective. “Looking 
unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that 
was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
set down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:2). 
Visualize your negative circumstance turning around for good. 
Maybe your marriage is falling apart. Can you see God bringing res-
toration? Start viewing it in a positive way. Instead of seeing the 
problem, let the Word rise within you and flow out of your mouth.

 

Prepare 

TODAY 
to view 

situations with 

GOD’S
perspective. 

....................

Visualize 
your negative 
circumstance 

TURNING
around for good. 

““
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Train Your Ears
What your ears are trained to listen to will affect what happens to 
you tomorrow. Are you listening to gossip or slander? Do you en-
joy hearing dirty jokes? A spiritually minded person isn’t interested 
in hearing anything that will damage their faith. Jesus said, “But 
blessed are...your ears, for they hear” (Matthew 13:16). Are your 
ears blessed? Can God speak something into your ears knowing that 
you will hear Him? 
 
The Bible reveals two examples of people who heard the truth: 
“Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and 
said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, 
what shall we do?” (Acts 2:37). One group received the correction 
while another group rejected it: “When they heard these things, 
they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him with their 
teeth” (Acts 7:54). What was the difference? The carnally minded 
person retaliated while the spiritually minded person hungered for 
truth even though it brought correction. Train your ears today to 
hear correctly. What you hear today will affect you tomorrow.

Train Your Hands
What you do with your hands today will affect your tomorrow. The 
Bible mentions lifting up holy hands. Are you able to lift up clean 
and holy hands at any time? “Who shall ascend into the hill of the 
LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place? He that hath clean 
hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto van-
ity, nor sworn deceitfully” (Psalm 24:3-4). My hands must always 
be clean because I often lay them on people as I pray for their re-
quests. 

If you have children, there will be times to discipline but it’s also 
important to lay hands on them and bless them: “… And he took 
them up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them.” 
(Mark 10:16). Your children need your blessing. Give them a hug 
and let them know you love them.

Some of you are called to be in ministry. What will you do with your 
hands when the Lord asks you to feed the hungry? Are you train-
ing your ears to hear the cries of those who need help? Prepare for 

the future by using your hands to minister to the needs of others 
around you. Love them. Help them. “Wherefore lift up the hands 
which hang down, and the feeble knees; And make straight paths 
for your feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of the way; but 
let it rather be healed” (Hebrews 12:12-13).

Train Your Feet
How do you prepare your feet today for tomorrow? Put on the whole 
armor of God and be sure your feet are shod with the preparation of 
the Gospel of peace. There are many who are hurting. Dying. Lost. 
You need to be ready to carry the Gospel to those in need. “And how 
shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beau-
tiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring 
glad tidings of good things!” (Romans 10:15). 

As you walk on the path of life, you must stay focused on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. The future is before you. Not a dark, gloomy future, 
but one with Almighty God in charge. When the Children of Israel 
left Egypt, they were uncertain of what the future held for them. 
When they were cornered with the Egyptians pursuing after them 
and the Red Sea in front of them, there was no place to go. But God 
opened the way for them to cross over the Red Sea on dry land. 
There may be a sea in front of you but you must continue walk-
ing forward. Can you face tomorrow with certainty that the One 
who holds the future will bring you through? “Being confident of 
this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will 
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6). He who 
started faith in you will keep you. You don’t need to worry about the 
future. Expect the future to be blessed because the Almighty God is 
in charge of your life. I want you to be blessed in the future with no 
fear. Maybe you have a fear of unexpected tragedies—earthquakes, 
tornadoes, hurricanes. If you are not sure what is going to happen 
to you tomorrow, prepare today to see God bringing you through. 
God is never caught off-guard. He doesn’t worry about the future so 
why should you? Keep your eyes focused on the Lord. Listen for His 
direction and start shouting the victory!
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Most of you are familiar with the document 
signed in 1776 that an-

nounced the declaration of America’s freedom—but that was only 
the beginning of the journey. The Revolutionary War had already 
materialized prior to the signing and a long battle for independence 
had begun. This historical era is a reminder that if you want inde-
pendence, there will be a fight. The battle for freedom is a daily walk 
when you make a decision to live for God because the hosts of dark-
ness do not want to release you. Satan hates anyone who transitions 
to God’s Kingdom. His plan is to steal, kill and completely destroy 

everything about who you are: your life, your family and your rela-
tionship with God. 

It’s easy to be happy when everything goes good but how will you 
respond when it doesn’t? Maybe you were unfairly blamed for 
something. Will you just give up? You’re better than that. Don’t 
blow up. Just shut your mouth and say nothing. I remember the 
times when something would go wrong first thing in the morning 
and destroy the rest of my day. One morning, a customer walked 
into my store with a grumpy attitude. When they approached the 

BATTLEBATTLE
FOR

FREEDOMFREEDOM

by MAHLON RIEHL
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counter to purchase their item, a roll of filthy words spewed from 
their mouth. My happy, spiritual thoughts disappeared and the rest 
of my day was spoiled. I later wondered, “How long am I going to 
allow other people to ruin my day? I’m called to live my own life. 
Why should another person’s bad attitude determine how I view 
life?” The Holy Spirit taught me a valuable lesson that day. I have 
not totally conquered it but I am well aware that I have the power 
to overthrow those negative things that blow up unexpectedly in 
front of me. God can give you power to overcome any circumstance 
you face in life. Decide to be a soldier of God instead a coward con-
trolled by the devil. 

The fight for freedom is a day-to-day pressing onward to what God 
has for you. Those who choose to stand their ground will walk in 
the liberty of the Spirit that God wants to impart to His people but 
so many soldiers have fallen prey into the hands of the enemy by 
yielding to the vices of sin. Sin is a master that can remove the pow-
er of freedom God has given you: freedom from sin, selfish desires, 
plans and ambitions. If you allow sin to continue to rule your heart, 
it becomes a stronghold that is not easily broken. The power to say 
no weakens. That’s how addictions, habits and demons find their 
way into your life. If you are in this category, God wants you to be 
free from the pull of sin. It’s not God’s plan for you to live in de-
feat. You can experience something better. You can have victory! 
“Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but 
alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin therefore 
reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts there-
of. Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteous-
ness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive 
from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness 
unto God. For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not 
under the law, but under grace. What then? shall we sin, because 
we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid. Know ye 
not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his ser-
vants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of 
obedience unto righteousness? But God be thanked, that ye were 
the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of 
doctrine which was delivered you. Being then made free from sin, 
ye became the servants of righteousness” (Romans 6:11-18). This 
is the declaration of independence for your life—but it is only the 
beginning of the journey. There is a daily quest to maintain your 
freedom in God. As a child of God, you are no longer a servant to sin 

nor should you desire it because there is another Lord in your life.

In the past, sin had you bound in chains and fetters leaving you 
powerless over the desires of the flesh. You were a slave under a 
cruel taskmaster who was destroying God’s plan for your life. When 
circumstances of life hit, 
instead of turning to God, 
you may have turned to 
medication to numb the 
nagging feeling of fear 
overrunning your life or 
opted for alcohol to relieve 
your stress. If you felt an-
ger, you expressed it. You 
may have been like a time 
bomb waiting to be acti-
vated. The wrong circum-
stances at the wrong time 
may have caused you to 
explode in fury. Negativi-
ty and cursing came from 
your lips all day 
long. Blessing 
was not a part 
of your vocabu-
lary. When the 
car broke down, 
you cursed the 
car as if it had 
emotions and 
could respond. 
Bitterness and 
u n f o r g i v e -
ness reigned in 
your spirit un-
checked. Even 
a simple look 
from someone 
may have caused 
you to surmise 
that individual 
was against you 

It’s not 

GOD’S PLAN
for you to live in 

defeat. He’s given you 
the power to say, 

“NO!” to the enemy 
and live in 

VICTORY!
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and became a mountain of offense (although they meant nothing by 
it). The dinner table became the place to share your rants of all the 
bad things that happened in your day. Instead of it being a place to 
share fun and laughter with the family, it became a place of negativ-
ity, despair and hopelessness. Have any of you felt like that? Maybe 
that was you before Christ. However, that was the old life. Paul said, 
“And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanc-
tified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the 
Spirit of our God” (I Corinthians 6:11). 

When you come to Christ, you find hope for 
freedom. Instead of anger being your default re-

sponse, little by little, His peace becomes the filter through which 
you observe the circumstances of life. You may still contend with 
emotional issues such as frustration, anger or anxiety, but as you 
continue to seek after God, those things begin to lose their foothold. 
There will be times you may become frustrated, but it shouldn’t car-
ry on for several days, weeks, months or years. It isn’t the will of 
God for this to be a cycle in your world. God’s plan is not for you 
to be frustrated and upset the rest of your life, but to have peace, 
prosperity and an expected end (Jeremiah 29:11). 

When you are a new Christian, for a season there may be a certain 
measure of mercy extended upon those areas in your life where you 
haven’t be able to find victory. Eventually, you need to grow up if 
you want to be used by God. You can’t minister to someone while 
indulging in sin. There was a man who traveled often for business. 
To express their appreciation, clients would often offer him alco-
holic beverages during a meeting, but his wife resented it. Although 
it wasn’t his habit to drink, he would sometimes accept their offer 
to avoid awkwardness. When he arrived home from another trip, 
his little boy was there to greet him at the door. The small child 
gazed up at him and innocently asked, “Daddy, did you have any 
drinks over the weekend?” The man was embarrassed but honestly 
replied, “Yes, I did.” Sadly, his son said, “Daddy, I’m so disappoint-
ed.”  The man later shared that his six-year-old son preached to him 
the harshest sermon he ever received. It was that message that gave 
him the courage not to touch alcohol again. 

Some of you don’t want to say no to sin because you are afraid you 
will make others feel uncomfortable. There are boundaries you 
must have as you go through your Christian walk. The Spirit of grace 
helps you establish those boundaries. Daniel was just a youth taken 
from his home and dragged into a strange land. Their customs were 
different from his convictions but instead of yielding to them, he 
chose to stand his ground. God granted him wisdom and favor with 
those over him and he became a champion of faith for us to follow. 

Whether you’ve been a Christian two months or ten years, your old 
sinful tendencies will attempt to come back and rule your life. May-
be you had power over sin at one time but through circumstance 
of life, it slipped through your guard. That’s why we need deliver-
ance in the form of repentance. Don’t allow sin to be your down-
fall. Guard yourself from selfishness, pride and the cares of this 

If you are wanting 
to reach people 

but don’t have the 
resources, tracts 

are a great way to 
spread the Gospel.

TRACTS
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need today!
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If you need tracts, don’t 
hesitate to call or email us. 
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life. Guard your heart from allowing sin to penetrate. You can have 
freedom from the old way of doing things. Freedom from those old 
thought patterns. Freedom from those old addictions and snares 
that dominated your life. If you truly want to experience freedom 
from sin, you’ll make decisions that lead toward liberty and pursue 
it with all your heart. If you run from the Light or try to justify your 
sin by saying, “It’s not really that bad. Everyone makes mistakes,” 
you won’t find freedom. I have noticed that those who have been 
delivered in times past were those who really wanted it. Howev-
er, your choices and willpower will not be enough to overcome sin; 
you need God’s help. You may also need to find someone you trust 
to confide in and ask for help. You must humble yourself and be 
willing to lay down your life, your pride and selfish ambitions. By 
humbling yourself, it will activate the grace of God on your behalf. 
Romans 8:3 “For what the law could not do, in that it was weak 
through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful 
flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh” You didn’t have the 
strength to stand. But there’s a better life now. Romans 8:6 “For 
to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life 
and peace.” You need this for your home, workplace and relation-
ships. It’s the will of God for your life. It’s the standard we should 
strive to achieve in our daily walk. I don’t know if we will ever reach 
the pinnacle until we meet Jesus face to face but that doesn’t mean 
that we don’t start the process toward victory. I want to be one of 
those who is found pressing toward the mark. I want more freedom 
today than I had five years ago. As God continues to sanctify us, the 
Word of God takes root and bears more fruit in our lives and hearts. 

You can have

FREEDOM.
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